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LETTER XXXIX. 

^ever dtd Monarch come to the throne of En* 
gland with a greater variety of favourable concur- 
rences than Charles I, [ A« D. 1625. j He found him* 
fdf pofleffed of a peaceful and flouri(bing kingdom* 
his right undifputtd by rival claimants, firengthened 
by an alliance with one of the raoft powerful Mo- 
narcbs that ever reigned in France, wbofe fiftc^ be 
had married ; and^^ to add to all this, loved by bis 
fubjeds, whom be foad won by his virtues and ad- 
drefs. 

However, this was but a flattering profpeA \ the 
fplrit of liberty was rouzed, and it vt3i^t^c\*)^^v^ 

Vol, Il» B ^Y^^ 
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oppofe the ancient claims of Monarchs, wboufurped 
their power in times of ignorance or danger, altho' 
they had confirmed it by Taws, and continued it by 
long prefcription. Charles had been, from his in- 
fancy, taught to confider the royal privileges as facred 
pledges, which it was his duty to defend : his father 
had implanted the dodrines of hereditary and inde- 
feafible right eaily upon bis mind. James only de* 
fended thefe doctrines by words, and it was foon the 
fate of Charles to aflert them by adion. It is the 
duty of every Sovereign to confider the genius and 
difpofitionof his people, as a father does that of his 
children, and to adapt his government to each con- 
jundtuxe. Charles miftoek that genius ; he wanted 
to govern a people who had, for fome time, learned 
to be free by maxims and precedents, that had their 
origin in times of ignorance and flavery. 

He therefore began his reign with two of the moft 
difficult projefts that could be conceived ; the one to 
fuccour the Proteftants in Germany againft the £m? 
peror and Duke of fiavaria ; the other to keep the 
royal Prerogatives entire, without a national (land- 
ing army. In order to efFeS thefe purpofes, the houfe 
of commons was to be managed, who, as I have al- 
ready defcribed, from being the oppreiTed party, 
were now willing, in turn, to become oppreflbrs ; 
who, from a deteftation of Popery, had now over- 
Ihot the mark, and were become Puritans. His firft 
demand for the neceffary fupplies to carry on the 
war of the Palatinate in Germany, though under- 
taken at their own requeft-^ was anfwered with a pe- 
tition for punifhing Papifts, and for an examination 
into the .grievances of the nation. Buckingham, 
who nad been the late King's favourite, and v.ho 
was dill more carell'ed by the prefent Monarch, did 

not 
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not efcape their cenfures: fo that inftead of granting the 
fums requifite, they employed the time in vain difpu- 
rations and complaints, 'till the feafon for profecut* 
ing the intended Campaign was clapfed. The King 
at length wearied with their delays, and offended at 
their contempt of his demands, thought proper to 
diflblve a parliament which he could not bring to 
reafon. In fa£l, the commons, at this time, com* 
plained of imaginary grievances, but the time was 
approaching when their complaints were to become 
real. 

The mtnifters of the King had not yet forgot that 
kind of tax which was called a benevolence, and 
which had been often exacted from the fubjed in for^ 
mer reigns. Charles thought to avail himfelf of this 
method of procuring money, but at the fame time co- 
loured it over with a greater appearance of juftice 
than any of his predecefu>rs. He therefore determined 
to borrow money of fuch perfons as were beft able 
to lend, to whom, for this purpofe, he dire6led let- 
ters, mentioning the fum. With this the people re- 
lu£iantly complied i it was, in fad, a grieviince, 
though authorifed by a thoufand precedent:) ; but no 
precedent can give fan£tion to injuftice. With this 
money a fleet was equipped and fent againft Spain, 
but it returned without procuring either glory or ad- 
vantage. 

This inefFedlual expedition demanded to be repaired 
by a new fupply greater than what extorted loans 
could produce, and another parliament was called for 
this purpofe. Theaew Parliament, upon thisoccafion, 
feemed even more refradlory than the former, and 
appeared more willing to make or to complain of 
grievances than to grant money : but chiefly their 
refentment was direded againft Buckingham, the 
royal favourite. Whenever the fubjedts attucic the 

B 2. royal 
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royal prerogative, they begin with the favourites of 
the crown ; and wife Princes, Cenfible of this, fel- 
dom have any. Charles was not pofTtlTed of the 
art of making a dtftin^ion between friends and mi- 
niAers; whoever was his favourite was always en- 
trufted with the adaiiniftration of afFairs; he loved 
Buckingham, and undertook to proted him, altho' 
to defend this nobleman was to (hare his reproach : 
two members of the houfe of commons, Diggs and 
Elliot, undertook to accufe him. The purport of 
the charge amounted to little more than that he had 
cngrofled too much power for himfelf and his rela- 
tions, an<f that he had applied a plaider to the late 
King's fide which was fup[X)ftrd to be poifonous. 
Xhey inveighed againfl the Duke upon this frivolous 
accufation, and the King, in a paifion, ordered them 
both to the Tower; This was an open a£l of vio- 
lence, and (hould have been fupported, or never per- 
formed. The commons exclaimed, that their Pri- 
vileges were infringed ; they protefted that neither of 
the members had fpoken any thing difrefpedful of 
his Majefty„ and began to publifb their vindication. 
The King, who was ever ready to enter upon harfli 
meafures, but not to fupport them, releafed the two 
members, and this compliance confirmed that obfli- 
nacy which his former injury had contributed to raife. 
The Earl of Arundel, for being guilty of the fame 
offence in the houfe of Lords, was imprifoned and 
^ifmiffed in the fame manner by the King. The two 
houfes having in this manner anfwered the royal de- 
mands for money, the King, rather than give up the 
Duke, chofe to be without the fupply, and therefore 
once more difToIved the parliament. 

He had now a war to maintain, which he was en- 
gaged in by the advice of thofe very members who 
xefufed to contribute to its fupport ; befides this, he 

was 
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was to put the kingdom in a proper pofture of defence, 
and he wanted money to execute thefe purpofes. To 
furnlfh the proper fupplies he again had recourfe to 
loans, and to granting prote(Stions to the Papifls, for 
flipulated Turns of money : fuch as refufed had fol- 
diers bilFeted upon them, contrary to the cufloms of 
England ; and even fome were enrolled for foldiers 
themfelves. Perfons of birth and ranlc were fum- 
moned to appear before the council, and, upon their 
perfiftinfT in a refufal, were put into confinement. 
We now once more perceive the feeds of difcord be- 
ginning to ihoot forth : we now fee, as in every other 
civil war, both parties guilty of injuftice, yet 6n ei- 
ther (ide that injuflice arifing from principles of vir- 
tue ; the one actuated by the inherent liberties of 
mankind, the other by the prefcriptive privileges of 
the crown : i'uch is the general lot of humanity, to 
have their a£tions degenerate from the producing 
motives. 

The King, now finding that nothing but the pro- 
fpe£l of immediate danger could induce fome future 
parliament to provide neceflary fupplies, was refolved, 
[A. D. 1626] to make a rupture with France, a war 
againft which had ever been an expedient of produc- 
ing unanimity at home. With this view he fcnt out 
Buckingham with a fleet to relieve Rochelle, a ma- 
ritime town in that kingdom, which had long en- 
joyed its privileges independent of the French King, 
and which he was now actually preparing to deprive 
them of. This expedition was equally fruitlcfs with 
that to the coails of Spain ; the Duke knew nothing 
of the art of war, and confumed his time in befieg- 
inga little fort in the ifle of Rhee, from whence he 
was driven with the lofs of half his army. The bad 
fuccefs of this ferved to render the unfortunate Duke 
itill more obnoxious, and the King more needy ; 

B 3 another 
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another Parliament was therefore called, and a Aip- 
ply demanded in the ufual form. The commons, in 
the firft parliament, had begun with iiditious grie- 
vances, but their refuting then to contribute the fup- 
plies foon introduced an actual abufe of power, and 
rendered the King unjuff, who, probably, only de- 
fired to be eafy. He extorted fupplies, and impri- 
foned the refraftory. The complaints of the com- 
mons were now real ; their members had been im- 
prifoned, loans had been extorted ; a tax upon mer- 
chandize, called tonnage and poundage, had been 
exacted without parliamentary authority ; and, laft 
of all, the Duke of Buckingham was flill fufFtred to 
rule the councils of the King, and inflame every 
proceeding. In this (ituation they Teemed, as ufual, 
refolved to grant no money till their grievances were 
redreiTed, and till the King had given a pofitive af- 
furance to maintain the liberties of the fubjeft. The 
King prbmifed both, and they voted him a libera] 
fupply, upon which they were prorogued, as was 
cuAomary. This frefh fupply enabled his Majefly 
to make another attempt to relieve Rochelle, and 
the Duke of Buckingham was again appointed to the 
command : Buckingham had ever behaved with fome 
haughtinefs, as being fecure of the King's protedtion ; 
but his greateft fault feeiiied to be too large -^ (hare 
of power, which gave offence to every order. It is 
the aim of all malecontents in a ftate rather to bring 
the great down to their own level, than to exalt the 
inferior order to theirs : and this might be a motive 
to the lords and commons for attempting to retrench 
Buckingham's power. The clamour raifed againft 
him in the houfe was not lofl among the people ; they 
re -echoed it from one to the other, and the Duke 
had a million of foes only from his feeroin^ pro- 
fyeriiy. Among this number was one John tclton, 

an 
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;in Irifhrnan, a lieuteoant in the army \ this man 
was naturally melancholjr, courageous, and enthu-' 
fiadic ; he felt for his country as if Ubouring under 
a calamity which he thought it .in the power of his 
ixngle arm to remove : he refolved to kill the Duice» 
and thus to do a fervice both to God and man. Ani« 
mated with miftakea patriotifm and gloomy zeal, he 
reached Portfmotfth, where the Duke \^as tnen, fur^ 
rounded with his levee, giving the neceiTary orders to 
embark. Felton came up among the crowd and 
Aabbed him with a^ long knife to the heart, [A. D. 
1628 ;] the Duke inftantly fell dead, %and J:*elton 
walked compofedly away ; but his hat had lAllen oS. 
while he was^firiking the blow, and this produced 
the difcovery. He difdained denying a murder in 
which he gloried, and averred that he looked upon 
the Duke as an enemy to his country, and, as fuch, 
deferving to fufFer, We (hall fee through the courte 
of this reign feveral inftanc^s of great virtues and 
enormous vices, for the genius of England was at 
this time arrived at its highcil piccl!. ' 

The expedition to Rocnelle airain returned with- 
out fuccefs, as if it had been ordered by face that no- 
thing was to put the people into good humour. The 
conteft, therefore, between privilege and prerogative 
was now carried on with the fame acriroony as be-^ 
fore. Tonnage^ and poundage was exacted by 'the 
King as a right belonging to the crown, and reful'ed 
by the merchants as a tax that could only be granted 
by the people. The parliament was called to deter- 
mine the difpute, but, inAead of difcufling that ar- 
gument, they entered upon difputes about religion. 
The" houfe was moftly compofed of Puritans, and 
fuch were for abolifhing Epifcopacy, and perfecuting. 
Papifts. They were freed from Buckingham ; but 
there was another favourite whom they dreaded dill 

B 4 ^more 
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more* Laud, Archbrfbop of Canterbury, a great fa< 
vourcr of the opinion of Divine rigbt^ and firmi} 
attached to the rite» of the church as then eftabIi(h->' 
cd. They feefned wUIing to allow the King no fa- 
vourite, and therefdre loudly murmured againft this 
Bi(bop. Their indignation, however, was^ for a 
while, called off to another obje£i, which was con->> 
fidered as a new ad- of violence in the King. His 
cuftomtioufe officers had feized upon the goods of 
one or two merchants who refufcd to pay tonnage 
and poundage. The Judges, in the former reigft 
of James I. had adjudged this tax to belong to the 
crown without content of parliament. The former 
reign, therefore, had been the proper time for dif^ 
puting the King's right, but the commons had then 
not (o much power, orTuch-a fpirit of refiflance ai 
now. They were now perfectly fenfible of their ownf 
ftrength, and wererefolved to fix the limits between: 
the King and the people. They therefore boldly and 
warmly remonftrated agamft the King's proceeding ; 
and he, in return, imprifoned four of the members^ 
and diflblved the parliament. Thefe were the caufes 
which foon after overturned the (l«t&, and laid the 
thione in blood. 

■ 

LETTER XL. 

Jl\ monarchical government has ever been looked 
upon as bcft, when wifely adminiftered. We are fo 
conftituted by nature that fome are horn to command,^ 
and others to obey. In a republic, how free foever,.- 
the people cannot govern themfelves^ and the leaders- 
mult be tyrants over their own narrow circle of Tub- 
jeds. In a monarchy the Governor is placed at a 
diftance from the many, as he is but one \ in a re- 
public the tyrants are near, *becaurci they arc many. 

In 
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In the former the people arembjcdl to oppreffion from 
errors of will ; in the latter, they are harrafTed by 
the rigours of the law : in a monarchy the redrefs of 
grievances is fpeedy; in a republic, dilatory and un- 
certain : in the one, punifhments are few ; in the 
other, fevere and numerous, from the debility pf th^ 
conflitution. 

Theprefent parliament feeme<] not fo intent upon 
abridging the King's power, as upon entirely abolifii- 
ing it ; they were Calvinifts, and it is the fpirit of 
Calvinifm to throw off the reftraints of royalty. The 
£ngli{h had lately feen this happily effected in Swit- 
zerland and Holland, and, influenced by fuch exam«^ 
pleF, feemed defirous of imitation. 

You have {t^n the King and the Englifli parlia* 
ment now almofl: prepared for an open rupture ^ 
ftill, however, the commons kept within the bounds 
of humble remonftrance, and, while they refufed 
his Majefly's demands^ afked pardon for their delay. 
They had flill a Refpeft for their Monarch, which 
jBven their republican principles could not entirely ef-' 
face ; and,^ though they were willing to wound, yet 
they feared to ftrike an open blow. The Scotch 
foon fet them an example of reflftance*, they had, in 
that kingdom, long embraced the Calvinifiical doc- 
trines; and, tho* they ftill had Bifliops, thefe were re- 
duced to poverty, and treated with contempt.^ James 
I. attempted' to exalt the Bi{hops,afid to introduce the- 
rites and the liturgy of the church of England among 
them, but died in the midft of bis endeavours* 
Charles, therefore, was refolved to complete what 
his father had begun. This i^nneceffary and ill- 
judged attempt alienated" the affeilions of his Scotch; 
fubjecSls. The fedftion pafled from city to city ; the 
Calvinifls formed a league, ,as^ if all the laws, divine* 
and human, were infringed'; while the dciire in th& 
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crourt party of fupporting their commands, and, in 
the people, of defeliding their religion, foon excit- 
ed, adually, in Scotland, thofe dangers which in 
England Were, as yet, only apprehended. 

In fuch a fituation the ]^ing could only reprefs 
the prefumption of his Scotch fubjedts by the aflift- 
ance of thofe of England ; but he had lately difiblv- 
cd his 'parliament, ^nd feemed no way difpofed to 
call another ; he had cut off the fources of every 
fiipply in cafes of emergency, and fondly hoped he 
could govern by merely the terror of royalty. His 
favourites helped to confirm his errors ; they were 
fond of arbitrary power, becaufe they fliared its in- 
dulgences 5 the rrivy-Council confidered itfelf asab- 
iblute ; the Star-Chainber as it was called^ feverely 
buni(hed all who denied the prerogative royal ; the 
High Commiffion court now turned from defending 
the Papifts againft the Puritans, whom they juftly 
feared, as tindlured with the fpirit of refinance. The 
very Judges alfo, being chofen by the court, were en- 
tirely devoted to the King ; fo that all confpircd to 
lift him above juftice, and induced him to call thofe 
parliaments no more, whofe maxims of government 
he found dianietrically oppofite to his own. 

He was therefore refol ved to fix upon other methods 
of raifing' money : methods indeed which were prac- 
tifed by his predeceflbrs, bift at times when they had 
power to control! even juftice, and force to compel 
their fuHedls 10 obey. Charles, in the midfl of a civil 
war in Scotland, and the difcontents of his people at 
home, at a time when one half of his fubjeds were 
preaching fcdition, and the other half were learning 
to dcfpife Kings J without army, and without trea^ 
fures ; refolved to reign with arbitrary powet. 

With the taxes which he levied without parlia- 
Hicnts in England, he undertook lo bring about the 

re for* 
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reformation in Scodand ; and therefore began, as hia* 
parliament was now no more, to colled a tax upon> 
the fubje£t called Ship-money* This is that famous* 
tax which iirft rouzed a whole nation^ after an un- 
fettled conftitution of more than a thpufand years» 
at length to iix and determine the bounds of .their 
own freedom, and the King's prerogative. 

To givk a fan£tion to the royal orders, thi^tax waa- 
backed by the opinion of all the Judges, who voted' 
it to be cuftomary and legal. Their opinion wilU 
at once, ferve to explain the nature of this tax, and 
what they judged concerning it. It ran thus, fFe^ 
tvery man by bimfelfy and allofutUgether^ have taken- 
intoferious confideration the cafe andqueftion concerning 
Ship-money ; and it is our opinion^ that when the good and 
fofety of the kingdom in general is concerned^ and tht 
Kingdom in danger^ that your Afajefty may^ by writ 
lender the great feal of England^ command all- your 
fabjeSfs ' of this ' your kingdom^ at their charge 
to provide and furnijb fuch number of Jhips with' 
men J vi^ualsy and ammunitiony and for fuch time as^ 
your Majefty Jhall think fit^ for the defence andfafety 
of this Kingdom from fuch danger and peril : And that^^ 
by laWy your Majefty may compel the doing thereof ^ in 
cafe of refufal or refraStorinefs ; And we are alfo of 
opinion^ that in fuel) cafe your Majefty is the fole judg§ 
both of the danger ^ and when and how the fame is to be* 
prevented and avoided^ ^c. 

An order from the throne thus backed by the opi- 
nion of all the Judges,, it was thought, would be, at 
once, complied with ; hut the King was deceived*. 
•A private man, of courage and integrity-,, one John 
Hampden, Qood forth as a champion for the peo* 
pie, and refufed to pay a tax not authorized by par- 
liament* The funiat which he was rated amounteJt 
to but twenty (hillings,- yet he refufed to contribute- 
4^. evj&ni 
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even this, and brought his caufe before the court of 
Exchequer. Never was a greater caufe argued in 
any court before,- The Judges, by their fentcnce, 
were to determine whether the nation, and their 
pofterity, were to be fubjed t*^ arbitrary power, or 
to enjoy freedom. The judges determined in favour 
of fervitude; Hampdeo was caft ; apd this onl]^ 
ferved to increafe the difcontents of the people. . 

7'he difcontent and oppofition the King found 
among his Engkfli fubjeSsjone would have thought, 
might ferve to reprels his ardour for- reformation ia^ 
the religion of Scotland, Having publiOied an or- 
der for reading the liturgy in the principal church in 
Edinburgh, the people received it with clamours and 
imprecations ; the court-party blamed their obftinacy, 
as the innovations were triAing; but this was retorte4 
againft themfelves with ftill greater force, for labour- 
ing fo earneftly at the eftablifbment of trifles. The 
fedition in that kingdom,, which had hitherto been 
fecretp was now kept concealed no longer ; rebellion 
had, as ic were, fet up its ftandard amongft tbem* 
Yet diU the King could not refolve to defift from his 
deiign; and fo prepofkfled was he in favour of roya4 
rights that.be thought the very name of a King 
would influence them to return to duty. He was 
foon undeceived ; the Scotch Calvin ifts, whofeprin** 
ciples were republican, entered into a covenant to 
fupprefs the Bifhdps, and refift the King's authority. 
This was judged an open declaration of war, and, 
[A.D. 1638] Charles fummoned the nobility of Eng- 
land, who held lands of the crown, to furnifli a pro- 
per number of forces to fupprefs them. To add to 
his fupplies, he demanded a voluntary contribution 
from the Clergy, and, by means of his Queen, the 
Catholics alfo vwre prcfiid for their afliftancc. By 
thcfe methods he found himfelf at the bead of an un- 

dif' 
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dfifciplined and reliidlaot army, amounting to abouO 
twenty thouf^nd men, commanded by Generals 
more willing t&negociate than to fight. Ho.wevef} his 
fuperiority of number gave him a manifeft advantage 
overthe malecontents, who were not flow in march- 
ing to uppofe him. Chaihs had inherited the peace- 
ful difpoikion of his father ; he was unwilling to 
come to extremities, although a blow» then ftruck 
with Vigour, might have prevented many of bis fuc- 
ceeding misfortunes. Inftead of fighting,, he enter- 
ed upon a treaty ; a fufpenfion was concluded upon, 
and terms agreed to, that neither fide intended toob- 
ferve« This fufpeniion, and dilbanding the armies, 
was^ a fatal {iep to the King ; the Scotch forces could 
be again mnftered at pleafure ; the £ngli£b troops, 
Dot without time, dificuhy, and expence. Of thia 
the malecontents were fenfible, and the negociationr 
met withob(lru£iions in proportion as- they were con* 
fidejit of their power. ^ In fliort, after much alter- 
cation, and many treaties figned, and broken, both 
parties once more re(blved upon a war. 

Wai: being refolved on, the King now took every 
method to raife money for maintaining it. Ship-money 
was levied as before 3 (bme other arbitrary taxes were 
exadled with great feverity ; but one method of in- 
cfeafing fuppiies reile£is immortal honour upon tbofe 
who granted them. His counfellors and fervants lent 
the King whatever fums they could fpare, and dif- 
trefied their private fortunes toferve the Aate. Laud, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and the Marquis of Ha- 
milton, contributed very large fums ; but particularly 
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, gave his 
Majefly twenty thoufand pounds. Wentworth was 
one of the great chara£^ers that marked thofe cele- 
brated times. Upo9 his firft appearance in the flate, 
he was foremoil in pppofition to the crown; but, 
I finding 
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finding his confederate^ had mixed a fpirit of enthu^ 
fiafm with' their regards for liberty, he left their fide 
to take that of the king, which he fancied in greateil 
tianger. He was brave, wife, and loyal, and follow- 
ed £e King from principle, yet without entirely ap- 
proving his condud. 

Thefe were the refourcesof the crown to prepare 
for a Scotch war, but they were ftitl infufficient ; 
and there was but one method more to furnilh larger 
fupplies, namely, by calling a parliament, [A.I).. 
1640.] It was now eleven years fince Charles had 
called any. The ungovernable fpirit of the laft had 
taught him to hate and to fear fuch an aflembly. His 
wants, however, at length induced him to conftrain his 
indignation, and, by the advice of his Council, he 
called another, the members of which were ftill 
tnore turbulent than the former, as they now had ftill 
ftronger reafons for their difcontent. The houfe of 
commons could not be induced to treat the Scotch,. 
%ho were of the fame principles, and contended for 
the fame caufe, as their enemies. They looked upon> 
them as friends and brothers, who only rofe to teacb 
Ihem to defend their privileges. The King could 
keap no other fruits, therefore, from this alTembly,. 
but murmurings and complaints ; every method he 
had taken to fupply himfelf with money was declared 
an abufe. Tonnage and poundage, fliip^ money, the 
fale of monopolies, the billetting foldiers upon the 
citizens were all voted ftretcheS to arbitrary power.. 
The Star-chamber gave particular ofFtnce, and in- 
ftead of fubfidies the houfe prefented the King with 
nothing but grievances. Charles once more diffolvcd 
this parliament, and thus aggravated the difcontents 
of the people. 

• He had now mad^en'tmies of the Scotch nation, 
and of the commons of England J it remained to of- 
fend:- 
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fend tbe city of London ; upon their refuiuig to lend 
him a fum of money to carry on the war, he fued 
them in the Star-chamber for Tome lands in Ireland^ 
and made them pay a confiderable fine. He conti- 
jiued to exa£t all the taxes againft which the parlia-^ 
ment had fo frequently remonftrated ; even had he 
been defpotic, fuch a conduct would h^ve (hook him 
on the throne \ but, limited as he was, it ferved to 
complete his overthrow. He could exped little 
afSftance from England ; and the Scotch, fenfible of 
their own power in that part of his dominions, led 
an army of twenty thoufand men as far as Newcafile 
upon Tyne, in order to feize upon, or to dethrone 
him. Having thus prepared his misfortunes,, he 
found himfelf, [Nov. 3,] again obliged to call that 
parliament, which compleated his ruin. 

Inftead of granting money, this new parliament, 
as all the reft had done, began by demanding to have 
their^grievances redrefled ; they defired an abolitioa 
of the ^tar-chamber; exclaimed againft arbitrary 
taxes, and particularly ibip-money; and, in fine, de- 
manded that a new parliament ftiould be called every 
three years. Charles was now obliged to grant 
thofe demands from neceflity, which in the beginning 
of his reign he might have beftowed as a favour. He 
cxpe£ted to regain his authority by complying, but 
he -was deceived; nothing could fatisfy the com- 
mons but the total, abolition of his power. He 
expelled that his Englifti fubjefls would reprefs the 
infolence of thofe of Scotland, but had the mortifi- 
cation to find the houfe of commons approve their 
condud, and repay their irruption with a reward 
of three hundred thoufand pounds. He hoped to re- 
prefs the puritanical party in England, but found, to 
his furprize, aimoft the whole houfe of commons of 
that perfuafion. He loved the Eirl of Strafford with 
tendernefs, and efteemed his wilclom; and the houfe 
pf commons^ confcious of his regacd^^ ^^^\x(v.^L vVv^ 
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Earl of bigh-treafon. Whco we attempt innovation^ 
we fcliom know how far our fcbcmes will extend at 
laft. ' Tbii parKament began with redreffing.grtev- 
ittices ; they proceeded to reform the fiate>and end<^ 
cd ia louUj deftrof ing the conflitutiolu 

LETTER XLL 

1 n treating • of - « Aibjefi, in whicB aTaioft 
every EognSiman ii pirtial, it is no eafy mat- 
ter to avoid falling inco their errors; but I have la- 
boured to view this part of our hiftory^ without re* 
ceivic^ any biafs from party ; and our conftitution is 
BOW fufficieotly'eftabli&ed, whatever we may think, 
of this monarch's equity, or his fubjeds rerolution. 
Our hiws^'at prefent, differ both from what Chatles 
endeavoured to maintain, and what his parliaments 

. pretendtd to ena£t \ we now are all agreed, that un-^ 
limitdd power arrogated on one fide, and the tumuF- 
tuous freedom introduced on the other, are both in* 
folera^ ; yet, of the two, perhaps, defpotifm is fu- 
perior. In* a republic, the namber of tyrants are un- 
cohtroulable, for they can fupport^ach other in op*^ 
preffion; in a monarchy there is one objtd; who^ 
tf he offends, is eafily punilhable, becaufe he is but 
one :' the;'oppreifions of a Monarch are generally ex- 
lerted only in the narrow fpbere round him ; the op- 
))reffions of the governors of a republic, though not 

' fo flagrant,, are more univerfa) : the Monarch is apt 
to commit great enormities, but they feldom reach 
the multitude at humble diftance from the throne ; 
the republican Defpot opprcfles the multitude that 
lies within the circle of his influence, for he knows 
tbcni : the Monarch terrifies me with great evils, 
which I may ntver feel ; the Defpot adually loads 
me with fubmiflions, which I am conflantly obliged 
to fujftaiu \ and| in my opinion, it is much better 

to 
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to be in danger of having my head chopped off, with 
an ax, once in oiy life, than to have my leg gauled 
with a continual fetter. 

Whatever were the reafonings of the King, upon 
this fubjei^, it is certain, his a&ions were intended 
for the benefit of his fubjeds; but he continued to 
rule them, upon the maxims of former princes, at a 
time that the principles of the fubjeds were toulljr 
changed* The houfe of commons feemed now to 
Save throwh off all fubordination ; they not only ar-» 
raigned and attainted almoft all the King's minifters, 

Earcicularly Laud, Strafford, Finch, and Windebaack^ 
ut palled an aft to make that parliament continual^ 
until all grievances (hould be redrcffed. The King 
complied with every meafure, yet all his coii(|pliance 
only ferved to increafe their demands. . 1 he Earl of 
Strafford fifft fell a vi<^im to their popular fury : the. 
commons exhibited an accufation of twenty-eight 
articles againft him \ the fubftance of whiciv 
was. That he had attempted to extend the I^ing'fr 
authority at home^ and had been guilty of feverarex- 
adtipns in Ireland. Thefe received the name of. high, 
treafon, an4 the people without demanded jufiice.. 
The managers for the houfe of commons- pleaded^ 
with vehemence, againft him at the bar of the houfe 
of Lords, who were his Judges : they infifted, that,, 
though each article feparately did not amount to a- 
proof, yet, the whale taken together carried, con- 
vidiion. This is a method of arguing frequently ufed 
in the Englifla courts of juflice,. even to this day;, 
and, perhaps, none can be more erroneous ; for al- 
moft. every falfhood may thus be defended by a mul- 
tiplicity of weak reafons. In this tumult of aggra- 
vation and clamour,, th^e Earl himfelf, whofe paria 
and wifdom had long been refpefted and acknow- 
ledged, fiood unmoveu.. He defended his innocenco 

witt^ 
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with all the prefenceof mind, judgment, and temper 
that could be expe£ted from innocence and ability. 
His little children were placed near him, as he wa9 
thus defending his own caufe, and that of his mafler: 
after be Ihld, with a long and eloquent fpeech, it* 
livered extempore, confuted the accufation of his 
cneoMes, he thus drew to a conclufion, But^ my Lords^ 
I have troubled you toa long ; longef than I Jhould have 
donify but ^ for the fake ofthofe dear pledges j a faint ^ in 
heaven^ has left me •'-^IJpon this he.paufed, dropped 
a tear, looked upon his children, and then proceeded. 
'^What I forfeit J for my f elf is a trifle \ that my indlf* 
sretionsfl>ould reach my pofterity^ wounds me id the heart, 
JPa'rdojirmy infirmity, — Something I Jhould have added ^ 
but am hot able ; therefor e\ let it pajs. And now^ my 
Lordsy for myfelf I have long been taught^ that the 
iffiiSiicns of this lift tire overpaid by that eternal weight 
of glory J ^ich awaits the innocent ; and Jo y my Lords^ 
iVenfoy with the utmojl tranquility ^ I fubmit myfelf /#- 
jour judgment. Whether that judgment be life^ or death. 
Te DfiUM LAUDAMUS. His eloquence and inno- 
cence feemed» to influence his Judges : the King him- 
feliP went to the houfe of Lords, and fpc!*e in his de- 
fence ; but the fpiric of the people was excited, and 
Nothing but his blood would give them fatisfaiSijon. 
He was condemned by both houfes, and nothing now 
i^mained, butfor the King to give his confent to the 
bill of attainder. But his confent feemed of little con- 
fequence; the limits of royalty were long fince broken 
down, and imminent dangers might attend his refu- 
fal. While he continued in this agitation of mind, 
not knowing how to behave, he received a letter 
from the unfortunate nobleman himfelf, defiring that 
his life might be made the facrifice of a mutual 
agreement between the King and the people ^ adding, 
that to a willing mind there could be no injury. This 

noble 
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noble infiance of generofsty was but ill repaid ; the 
King was perfuaded to give his confent \ he iigned 
the fatal bill; Strafford was beheaded, pi« D. 1041 J 
and this taught his fubjeds foon after to fpiil blood 
that was ftiil more precious. 

The whole kingdom now feemed to be in a fer- 
ment ; all the petitions of paYliament, which w^re 
in reality calculated to ab<(fe the King, were notwith* 
ftanding drawn up with the moft feeming afFecSion 
and obedience \ they were conftantly complaining in 
each of thefe of their fears for the charch, at the 
very time that they were themfelves labouring its over- 
throw. Faftioh ran high. In the King's party th^rc 
was an ill-projedied and worfe conduced .^|siign of 
keeping the prerogative as much untouched as ever it 
had been in the reigns of the mofl fortunate and for- 
midable Monarchs \^\x\ the oppofite party, a fixed re- 
folution of turning the ftate into a republic, and 
changing the government of the church into that of 
prefbytery. 

In the midft of thefe troubles, the Paplfts of Ire- 
land fancied they found a convenient opportunity of 
throwing off the Englifli yoke. Religion and liber- 
ty often infpire the moft atrocious aflions ; and they 
did fo now. The Papifts took a refolutian, of which 
we find many horrid examples in hiftory. They at- 
tempted to cut off all the rroteftants in that, king- 
dom at one blow. Not lefs than forty thoufaiid per- 
fons fell a facrifice upon this occafion. Jn fuch a num- 
ber of murders, cruelty put on a thoufand different 
. (hapes \ rapes, burnings, and tortures were pra£lifed 
in every part of that miferable ifland ; and all the 
Proteftants perlihed who had not the good fortune 
to make early provifion for their fafety. Such waa 
the ftate of Ireland then, and fuch was England 
ihortly to be. The parliament took this opponunitj|^^ 

to 
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fo blacken the King, is if he had given fan&ion to 
the Papifts, and encouraged their barbarous defign i 
he vindicatdLhimfelf with a zeal that nothing but 
innocence ^uld infpire ; and tried every method ef 
alEfting his Proteftant fubjedls of Ireland. He even 
demanded fuccours from the parliament of Scotland 
to relieve the Irifh Pro^eftants; but they remitted him 
to the parliament of England, as Ireland lay more 
immediately under their protedion. The Knglifli 
houfe of commons fent but feeble fuccours to a people 
they pretended to deplore, and gave it as a pretext, 
that the government at home was in danger. 

The parliament now proceeded to what they long 
laboured at, to eftablifh a republic, and deftroy the 
rites of Jhe church of England. They fignified to 
the King, that it was fit to have a privy-council only 
of their appointing. Three mgnbers of the houfe 
of commons preiented this i:equeft on their knees. 
The King was pleafed to grant all. Oliver 
Cromwell, who was then in the houfe of commons, 
was heard to declare, that if this requeft was re- 
jedJed, he would fell his eftate, which was then but 
fmall, and retire out of the kingdom. 

Hitherto, it is probable, botn fxdes were actuated 
rather by principle than ambition. The Bifhops had 
hitherto adhered clbfely to the King ; they were not 
only expelled the houfe of Lords, but, upon remonftra- 
ting againft this unconftitutional meafure, wefc ac- 
cufed by the houfe of commons of high-treafon, and 
ten ofthemfent to the Tower. Thisfpirit ofepidemic 
rage was not confined to both houfes of parliament 
alone j the populace daily furrounded the place of 
fitting, and, withtumultuous cries, demanded juftice. 
The apprentices, the common-council, and the ci^ 
tizens of London were foremoft in this ftruggle for 
liberty, as they thought it. However, their princi- 
ples 
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^Ics were fincere j for the motives of a mob, though 
often wrong, are always honeft. In this conteft the 
Prefbyterians, and Cardinal Richelieu of France, 
were ever intriguing ; both defired a civil war, the 
one wiHing to deprefe the great, the other to humble 
the kingdom. 

In this decline of the royal authority, the King 
was perfuaded to take another ftep that was fatal to 
his interefts. By the advice of Lord Digby, one of 
his minifters, he went himfelf to the houfe of com- 
mons, and accufed five of its members of high trear- 
fon. Thefe were the leadingmembers of the houfe, 
whom he thus ventured to call in queflion ; namely. 
Lord Kimbolton, Mr. HolHs, Sir Arthur Haflerig, 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, and Mr. Strode. He fat, 
for fome time, in the fpeaker's chair, to fee if the ac- 
cufed were prefent ; but they had efcapcd a few mi- 
nutes before his entry ; and the houfe of commons 
was refolved to fupport the caufe. Difappointed, per- 
plexed, unknowing whom to rely on, the King went 
next to the common-council of the city, and made 
his complaint to them ; the common-council only 
anfwered by aggravating his former mifcondudl. 
From thence he went to windfor, where, reflecting 
upon the raihnefs of his former proceeding, he wrote 
to the parliament, informing them, that he dejifled from 
his proceedings againft the accufed members^ and ajjur^ 
mg the parliament^ thaty upon all occafeons^ he would 
ke as. careful of their privileges as of, his life ^r of his 
crown. His violence (as a fine writer remarks) had 
firft rendered him hateful to his commons, and 
his fubmiffion now contemptible. 

The commons had already {tripped the King of al- 
moft all his privileges ; the power of appointing gd- 
^ernors, generals, and levying armies, ftill remain- 
cd« They therefore proceeded to petition, that th^ 

Towcc 
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Tower might be put into their hands ; that Hull| 
Portfmouth, and the fleet, ihould be commanded by 
perfons of their chufing. Thefe requefts were, at 
firfi, contefted, and then complied with ; at laft the 
commons defired to have a militia raifed, and go* 
verned by fuch officers and commanders as they 
flipuld nominate, under pretext of fecuring them 
from the Iriih Papifts, whom they affedled to be 
in drasd of. This was depriving the King of. even 
the (hadow of his former power ; but they had gone 
too far now to recede, and feared leaving him any 
power, as knowing themfelves the iirft obje£ls on 
which its vengeance might be exercifed. He was 
willing to grant the raifmg a militia, but infifted up* 
on appointing its commanders ; the parliament de- 
fired to command it for an appointed time ; but the 
King, at laft provoked to refentment, cried, that 
they Ihould not command it, no not for an hour. This 
peremptory refufal broke off all further treaty, and 
both fides were nowrefolvedto haverecourfe to arms* 
- Charles retired to York, and the Queen went over 
to Holland, to raife money upon the crown jewels, 
and provide ammunition and forces. The parlia* 
ment, in the mean time, were not idle ; they knew 
their ftrength and popularity, and publilhed propo- 
fals fi^r bringing in money or plate for the defence of 
the kingdom, fiut, though each fide was prepared for 
war, yet they took every precaution to lay the blame 
of the firft infraftion of peace on each other. The 
King offered propofals to the commons which he 
knew they would no^ accept ; and they, in return, 
offered him nineteen propofitions, which, if com- 
plied with, would have renderdfl him entirely fub^ 
fervient to their commands. Their import was, that 
the privy council, the principal officers of ftate, the 
governors of the King's children, forts, caflles, fleet, 

armies 
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acmies, ihould be all appointed or governed by par- 
liament I that PapiAs fhould be puni(hed bv thtir 
authority 5 that the church and liturgy Ihoula be re- 
formed at their difcretion ; and that iuch members 
as had been, difplaced for former oflences (hould be 
reftored. Thefe propofals, tvhich, if they bad been 
accepted, would have moulded the government into 
an ariftocratical form, were, happily for pofterity, 
rejedled ; and the King and his parliament IP^tinu- 
ed to reproach each other for a civil war, of which 
both were aSually guilty. 



I 
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n this detail of public calamines you are not to ex«? 
peA any great ilrokes, either in politics or war ; 
each party was too fmcere to give much attention to 
any thing but the didates of pailion, enthuflafm, or 
zekl. The parliament was convinced that it drew the 
fword in defence of liberty ; and the King was equally 
fiedfaft in believing, that he had the authority of 
Heaven for oppofing their pretenfions. They therefore 
took the fie;ld with little condudl; and courage alone 
in the troops generally decided the fortune of theday. 
The parliament, from its own authority, confti- 
tuted Sir John Hotham, a fitting member of the 
houfe of commons, governor of Hull. In this City 
therewasa large mas;azine of arms, ammunition, and 
provifions. The King, fenfible of the importance 
of the p1ac«, was defirous of fecuring it to himfelf ; 
he therefore approached the gates with three hun- 
dred horfe, [A. D. 1642] and demanded entrance. 
Hotham ftill preferved fome appearance of refpe£l to 
bisfovcreign, and on his knees, refufed to admit him. 
Difloyalty is ever timid in the beginning. 

Manifeftoes, on one fioe, and the other, were now 
difperfed through the whole kingdom, and the people 
were univerfalJj divided into two fa&\ous^\\v'JX>«^ti\. 
fy the. jaamc of JJoj^aJiils and &oun4Ave^<^%« "^V^^ 
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King ordered the Nobility to attend his perfon ; he 
procured the great Teal from London, and ere£ted his 
ilandard at Nottingham. The people, in genenli 
feemed to have loft all refped to his perfon and go- 
vernment ^ the laws promulgated by parliament, 
without the (an^lion of the great feal, were obfervcd 
with due obedience ; and the royal ftandard was fcaree 
followed by any except a few militia. At length, 
howevt-r, with the fuccours furnilhed bv the Queen, 
jmd the prefents of the univerfity of Oxford, and 
his Clergy, he raifed an army of about fourteen 
thoufand men, commanded by Prince Rupert, a 
man of courage and fome experience. The parlia- 
ment, which difpofed of the money of the nation, 
had one ftill more numerous, commanded by the Earl 
of Eflex, who fought from principle^ and who only 
wiflied to bring the King to reafon. 

When the King advanced from Nottingham, and 

approached near Shrevi^ury, he drew up his little 

army, and made them a Speech: Ipromije^ faid heto 

the Soldiers, in the prefence of Aimigbty Uodj and as I 

hope for bis bUJJing and prote^ion^ that I will ever de» 

fend the Protejiant religion^ and in that religion am r/- 

Jolvcd to live and die. The laws of the land^ and the 

rights of my fwkjeSfSy Jhall ever be the meafure of my go» 

vemmenti and^ if Heaven profpers this little army, raifed 

for their King^s defence^ I promife to rule by parliaments 

aloney and by every equitable adminiflrutton, JVljen I 

fail in thefe particulars, then let me be abandoned of men \ 

and in this refolution 1 hope for the r.ffiflance of all good 

men^ and am confident of the protection of Providence. 

Eflex, on the other hand, was reiolved to fet up 
his head-quarters at Worcefter, and await the King; 
where, in a few days, a fkirmifh enfued in favour of 
the Royalifts; and the battle of Edge-hill, fought 
fome time after, feemed to confirm the King's fupe- 
riority. The Queen had brought him foldiers from 
Holland, with ammunition and arms, and immedi* 
acdy departed in order to furnilh more, 'yet ft\\\ iV\t 
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liaoientwas not difcouraged : their demands feetned 
to increafe in proportion to their lofTes ; and, as they 
were defeated in the field, they grew more haughty 
in the cabinet. They condemned of high tr-eafoa 
fuch governors of towns as gave up their fortrefles to 
the King ; while he, on the contrary, offered ntv^ 
terms of peace upon every advantage. But though 
his defire to fpare his fubjedls was laudable, as. a 
man, yet his long negotiations were faulty, as a 
warrior ; he wafted that time in altercation and pro* 
f)ofal, which fhould have been employed in vigorous 
exertions in tlie field. Upon the whole, his firft 
campaign ieemed to promife him fuccefs ; his gene- 
irals were mc^y vidlorious, and his army far fuperior 
to the enemy in point of difcipline. On the fide of 
the parliament, the great Hampden was flain in the 
battle of Chaldgrave-iield ; and on the other hand^ 
^n the King's part, the gallant Lord Faukland was 
Jcilled at the battle of Newbury. Thefe were the tW6 
greateft, braveft, and wifeft men of their time, who 
thus fell, as if, by the kindnefs of Providence, to 
prevent their feeing the miferies, and the /laughter 
in which their country was fliortly to be involved* 

Hampden was the perfon who had refufed paying 
ihip-money, and withftood the power dftbe crown ; 
his inflexible integrity gained him the efteem even 
of bis enemies ; and his humanity and benevolence; 
the afFedion of all that knew him more intimately«» 

But Faukland was ftill a greater chara<£ler than 
he. He added. to Hampden's fevere principles al\ 
the politenefs and elegance then known in Europe. 
He had withftood the King, while he faw him mak- 
ing an ill ufeofiiis power ^ but, when he perceived ' 
the defign of the parliament to chan^ religion, he 
changed his fide,and ftedfaftly attached himfelf to the 
crown. From the beffinnine of the civil war his na« 
tural chearfulneis and vivacity grew clouded, and he 
became fad> pa|e^ and negligent of hW f^t(Q!(i% ^^ 
mofaiiig 0fibc battle it was fccn Vic d^&tn^ xo Xvt^. 
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and he profefled that the miferies of his ccmntfy had 
already almoft broken his heart. He added, that he 
was weary of the times, and ihould leave them be- 
fore night. He was fliot with a mufqurt in thehellj, 
and his body was the next morning found aimng an 
faeapof flain. His writings, hisjuftice, and his cou- 
rage, deferved fuch a death of glory ; and they found 
it. If there be happineft in death, itmuft be in fuch an 
end, falling in battle for our King and our principki. 
Each battle ferved only to weaken the royal party, 
and to unite the parliament more ftrongly togddier ; 
the King and his followers were held together only 
hy fecular motives ; the parliament had long been 
aduated by one ftill ftronger, that of religion : this 
had hitherto been the fecret fpring of all their com- 
motions, and now they fairly threw by the maik, 
united themfelves to the church of Scotland, and 
ligtied the folemn league and covenant, which efiif 
Wifhed Puritanifm, and laid the foundation of a new 
republic. The King to oppofe the defigns of the 
Weftminfter parliament, called one at Oxford, [A.D. 
1644.] where it ailembled ; and England now faw 
what it had never before feen, two parliaments fitting 
at one and the fame time. From this partial pariia- 
nent he recced fome fupplies ; after which it was 
prorogued, and never after convened. The war 
went on with its ufual fury, and ikirmiihes on both 
fides were frequent, which ferved to defolate the king- 
dom without deciding victory. Each county joined 
that fide to which it was addided from motives of 
convidion, intcreft or fear : while fome obferved a 
perfcdl neutrality. Several frequently petitioned for 
|>eace, the wife and the ^ood were moil earneft in 
this cry } but what particularly deferved remark was, 
the attempt of the women of London, who, to the 
number of two or three thoufand, went in a body to 
the houfe of commons, eamcftly demanding a peace : 
£^/c^^ us thffg iraitffrsy faid they, that an againfl f$aee \ 



hi ihrn^tbai we may Uar than in pieces. The guards 
Ottnd fi»m€ difficulty in quelling this infurredjony 
Ad OHC or two women loft tbeir lives in the frst^r. 

It 19 both tedious and unimproving to defcribe all 
hecomfaats, the baibtleS) the ikifmUhes, thateverf^ 
lajr pafled on either fide. What towns were befieg«a 
ind taken, how many killed in fight, or what num- 
bers :died by the hand of the executioner : every 
:iyil war prelents the iame pidure to the knagina* 
ion ; and this was aggravatod with all the miferies 
3f rase, xeifentnient, and defpair. All wene from 
^inciple £arneftly employed in deftroying the confti- 
tution ; there were few.^ thofe refined underftand- 
tngs, who di/engaged from the prdudices of party^ 
improved the univerfal prejudice of the time to ac- 
quire jdominion for thenifelves ; all were ferioufly, 
earneftly, and blindly engaged in the favourite pur« 
Gilt. Thegeniusofthetimes was great but irregular. 

Among the number who moft feverely felt the in-^ 
dignation of the commons, was the famous William 
Laud, Archbiihop of Canterbury ; he had been im- 
prifoned in the Tower, at the time when nine more 
of the Biibops were fent there upon remonftrating to 
the Lords againft the feverity of the lower houfe. 
When he was brought to the bar, in order to make 
his defence, he fpoke ieveral hours with that cou« 
rage which is tbe^refult of innocence and integrity. 
The Lords, his Judges, were willing to acquit him ; 
but the commons were determined upon his death, 
and over-ruled all remonftrances made in his favourw 
When brought to the fcaSbld, this noble divine, 
without any apparent terror, made the people a long 
Ipeech ; he.told them, ^^ that he had examined his 
<^ heart, and thanked God that he fouiid no fins 
^* there which deferved the death be was going to 
^^ fuiFer. The King bad been traduced by (brcA^ *&.% 
^^ labouring to introduce .Popery \ but \.V\«xVi^\^'-> 
**Jicvcdbim as ^uind a Proteftsint as i^l ysi^svVa. 
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<* the kingdom ; and as for parliaments, though he 
^* difliked the condud of one or two, yet he nefcr 
** defigned to cban^ the laws of the country, or 
*< the rroteftant religion/' After he bad prayed for 
a ihort fpace, the executioner did his office at om 
blow. This man feemed born for a better fiite and 
better times ; but all diftindions of right and wrone 
were now loft in mutual animofity ; and in gencnu 
the beft chara^rs on both fides were thofe who fell 
vifiims to civil fury. He was learned, upright, and 
£ncere; humble in his private deportment, but 
attached to trifling ceremonies, and ready tolofehii 
life rather than give them up. 

The liturgy was, by a public ad, aboliflied the 
day he died, as if he had been the only obftacle to 
its former removal. The church of England was 
rendered completely Prefbyterian, to the great fatif* 
fadion of the Scots, and numbers of the citizens of 
London. An ordinance was eftablifhed, by which 
there (hould be one day in the week appointed as a 
faft, and the money which was thus (pared to the 
family, was to be paid in fupport of the common 
caufe. l*hus ftrengthened, the parliament feemed 
capable of carrying on their defigns in an arbitraiy 
manner ; they had the Scotch to affift them ; thejr 
profeiled only one religion, and were united by tfaie 
bonds of mutual danger. However, from the mo- 
ment they came to be all ranked under the denomi- 
nation of Preibyterians, they began again to feparate 
into new parties, as if divifions were neceflary to the 
exiftence of this parliament ; one part of the houfe 
were Preibyterians, itridly fo called ; the other In* 
dependants, a new fed that had lately been intro- 
duced, and gained ground furprizingly. The differ- 
ence between thefe two k&s would bardly be worth 
mentioning, did not their religious opinions influ* 
ence their political condud. The church of £ng- 
JMd, which Wd$ now touUy aboVilQieA, Yi^4 ^^-^ 
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fainted Bifhops and a book of conunon prayer ; the 
refbyterians exclaimed againft both ; they were for 
having the church governed by clergymen eleded by 
the people. The Independants went flill farther, and 
excluded all clergy ; they maintained that every man 
might pray in puolic, exhort his audience, and ex- 
plain the icriptures s but their chief difference lay in 
acknowledging no fubordination.in fecular employ- 
ments, and attempting to maintain an ideal equa- 
lity, to which they juftly obferved that every man 
was born. Were fuch a plan of government prafli- 
cable, it would no doubt be the moft happy ; but 
the wife and powerful muft ever govern over igno- 
rance and debility, and the bad fuccefs of their 
fchemes, foon after carried into execution, fhewed 
how ill adapted they were to.buman iofirmity. Pof- 
fefled, however, with an high opinion of their fpe- 
culative fcheme, they behaved with that morofe and 
fiiUen carriage whicn is ever the refult of narrow 
manners and folitary thinking. They fceretly la- 
boured the abatement of the Prefbyterians, yet 
jpined them in their efforts to deprefs the King. 

Charles, now perceiving the parliaments of Eng- 
land and Scotland united againft him, and fearing to 
fall under their united efforts, thought proper to make 
a truce with thePapifts of Ireland, in order to bring 
over the Engliih troops who ferved in that kingdom. 
By this means he not only had many of the Englifh 
troops that ferved there, but alfo feveral of the native 
Irifli, who came to increafe his army. It was then the 
parliament complained with truth of his employing 
Papifts in his fervice, and ftill farther extended their 
reproach by faying that he encouraged them to rebek 
Tbefe troops, however, only ferved to procure the ha- 
tred of his fubje£b, without ftrengthening his army. 
They were [A. D. 1645.] totally routed by Fairfax, ■ 
one of the generals of the parliament army, and 
ilau£htercd i^ithout mercy after a (ubmivSELQiu \x.^^a 
^ C 3 tilvi 
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iiud, that fcTCf al Irifli women were found among tl^ 
£atn, who with long knives did confiderable escectt* 
tion ; but the animofity of the Englifli againft thcli^ 
wretches, at that time, might have given rife to 
Ihe calumny. 

One misfortune now feemed to follow elofe upMl 
another : Prilice Rupert, who had limg fuftaiined the 
honour of the royal arms, was defeated at York, and 
his army difperfed by Fairfax. Charles had retired to 
Oxford ; his prefent danger excited bis friends to new 
eftbrts ; he levied new forces, and had fome flight 
jfciccefs. But this appearance of good^ortune did not 
continue. His army was turbulent and feditfous^ 
that of the parliament every day improved in di&i- 
pline, and obeyed from principle. Among iitfhtnces 
cf this nature was that a£t called the felf-^diityiiig ^-^ 
dinanci^ by which it was refolved, that no member 
of the houfe of commons ihould have a command in 
the army. The reafons aSgned for diis were (pe-* 
cious, and perhaps fincere. It was done to prevent 
the parliament's wifbing for the continuance of thet 
war, in order toenjoy a continuing ihare of authority* 
The former generals were therefore changed \ the 
Earl of Eflex, Denbigh, and Manchefter gave up 
their commiffions, and Fairfax, with the affiftance 
of Cromwell, new-modelled ^e army without any 
oppofition. 

\ It was the genera] opinion, that this new altera^ 
tion would enfeeble the parliament army, but the 
event proved otherwife : tbey were, after this, every-* 
where vi£lorious. Both armies met near Nafeby. 
't*he King, who commanded the main body of his 
own troops, ihewed hhnfelf upon this occafion a 
courageous general, encouraging his foldiers where 
giving way, and rallying them in perfon when 
broken. The enemy, however, was viflorlous; where- 
ever Cromwell fought, he brought conqueft and ter» 
Id J and the defeat of the royal army was pripci- 



p^lly owing to him. This fatal blow the King could 
never after recover. All his infantry were fo fcattercd 
that the enemy took as many prifoners as they 
pleafed ; his- baggage, and the cabinet in which his 
moft fecret papers were contained, fell into the hands, 
of his purfuers; and yet, after all, there were not 
above fix hundred men fiain upon the field of battle^ 

It was about this time that Cromwell's courage 
and genius began to appear ; he had hitherto been 
only been a turbulent fpeaker in the houfe of com- 
mons, and the leader of a regiment in the army. But 
he now dtfcovered talents greater than his employ* 
ments, and his prefent fuccefs opened to him the 
profpcfts of ambition, which he never after loft fight 
of. Hiftorians feldom diftinguifh properly in the 
changes to be found in the fame charaAer 3 it is pro- 
bable Cromwell began to aft in the ftate with prin- 
ciples of conviftion and fincerity j but, new occur- 
rences arifii^, his foul was not proof to the allure- 
ments of fortune ; he gave way to her fe^ucing call. 
Had he been on the oppreflfed fide, he might have dif- 
played furprizing inflrances of conftancy and integrity ; 
but, happening to be viSorious, he became a tyrant 
and ufurper, and bathed his country with royal blood. 

• Cromwell was pofieffed of apparent humility and 
internal pride. This is jUft the character which Ma- 
chiavel defcribes for a fuccefsful ufurper. He was 
originally the fon a private gentleman of a moderate 
fortune, who had fome years before attempted leav- 
ing the kingdom upon a principle of religion, but 
was prevented by the King. This religious deport- 
ment Cromwell ever inviolably prefervcd 5 it fecured 
him an afcendancy in the houfe of commons, where 
the majority were enthufiafts : . it gained him the at- 
feftions of F airfiax the general, who was courageous, 
ignorant, and finccre. It acquired him the Jove of 
the army, where his prefence was coveted ; and he 
albjje was permitted to unite the miWtw^ 2tw^ xvr\ 
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cmploymenta in hisperfon, for he had a feat iade 
houfe while he was a colonel in the field. But he wi» 
flill refolved farther to ftrength^n hisintereftsby a(^ 
Caching the Independants privately talus fide { thiej_ 
increafed in numbers and power by his means, and he, 
in return, found them refolute andperfevering friends*. 

The battle of Nafeby feemed fatal to.the interefts of. 
the King ; and Fairfax and Cromwell availed them- 
lelves of the circumftances that offered. Every city 
that they appeared before capitulated. The young 
Prince of Wale9, afterwards Charles II, participated 
ill the misfortunes of his father, and fled to the ifland 
of Scilly. The King drew the Ihattered remains of 
his army into Oxford, and once more clemanded 
peace. But, if he could not obtjain it in the profperoos 
fiate of his affairs, it was not likely that he could now 
fucceed in his defires after a defeat. The houfe of 
commons infulted his misfortunes. His letters to the 
Queen were publiflied, with thofe ill-natured remarks 
and railleries which none but the vicious are capable 
of making. To be at once merry and malicious is 
the fign of a corrupt heart and mean underftanding. 

The King, after having taken every meafure that 
he thought could procure peace, without effedi, now 
faw himfelf (but up in Uxford, a placealmoft with- 
out any fortifications, and every day in danger of 
falling into the power of a fierce and exafperated 
party. In fuch a fituation he therefore was obliged 
to chufe the leaft of two evils, and to deliver himielf 
up to the Scotch army, rather than the £nglifh, as he 
expected to find lefs animofity in the former. The 
Scotch officers had made him fome general promifes, 
grounded, probably, upon the hopes of his compliance 
with every requeft (hey fhould make. He fent them 
word of his intention to come to their army : and 
they promifed to receive him, and provide for his 
fafety. Upon this precarious aflufance the King left 
Oxford^ and^ travelling through by-v^ays and obfcure 
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fXkccBf arrived at the Scotch army in nine days. [ J^« 
'2?' 1646O Fnnn that moment he ceafed to be free. 
The Scotch began to negotiate with theEngliih army^ 
carried their royal prifoner about from one place to 
«ix)ther, and, at length, upon confideration of being 
jxaid . the arrears due for their fervice in England, 
which amounted to two hundred thoufand pounds, 
they delivered up their King, and returned home 
laden with the. reproaches of all good men, and the 
internal conviction of their own bafenefs. From this 
period to the ufurpation of Cromwell, the confiitution 
was convulfed with all the diftra£bions of guilt and 
party. When the kingly power was abolifhed, the par- 
liament then took up the authority; but they were foon 
to lay it ifewn in turn,, and fubmit to a military de- 
jnocracy; a new form of government, which, like all 
other democracies, was turbulent, feeble, and bloody* 

LETTER XLIII. 

1 he civil war was now over ; and the army of 
Scotland being paid the reward of perfidy, returned 
(to its country. The parliamc;nt had now no energy 
to fear, except thofe very troops which had fought 
their battles with fuccefs. You have already b^e/i 
informed, that this artny, by a political ftrpke of 
Cromwell, was rendered independent of the |.ir)ilia- 
ment, and all its generals difabled from fitting tiiei'e. 
The commons therefore were now v^illing to get 
rid of it as foon as poffible, well knowing that, if 
the army continued, inftead of receiving laws, k 
would prefun^e ^o dictate. They therefore paif^ a 
vote, by which it was ordained, that ^ part of iit 
ihould be difbanded, and another p*rt of it f^nt ov^ 
into Ireland. It may Cciiily be imagined thai Crom« 
well would not fufFer this. Isow was the criiU of 
his greatnefs, and he feized the opportunity > he 
foapcd a council of office^ s, and angihsi; oi v.ow\* 
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inon foldiers, called AgitatorS) who were BppiMiMfa 
to enquire into the grievances of the arniy^ andJt 
them before the parliament. The very fame condul 
Which had formerly pafled between the palrftstteii 
imd King was now put in praftite between the«ffli 
«nd parliament. As the commons granted %verf re 
queft, the army rofe in their demands \ thefe -accufe 
the army of mutiny and fedition, and thofe letorte 
the accufation, by alledgingamanifeft<iefign inth 
parliament to rule alone. 

The King had been confined fince he came \vk 

the pov/er of the Englilb, at Holmby-caftle ; ih 

larmy were refolved to be poflefied of his perfon, an 

fcnt one Joyce, a comet, who from a toylorwi 

1>ecome an officer, to take the King 1)y Imrce, an* 

^ring him a prifoner to Newrmarket. This cDkn 

tnifiion he executed with irvtrepidity Mid-diipflPtcl 

It was in vain that the commons, now withou 

power, complained of this infolence \ the army, in 

ftead of being awed by their menaces, inarched to 

ward)s London ; and now, in turn, prefcribed lalv 

to their employers. Cromwell, willing to give a 

lits injuftice the appearance of reditude, caufed eleve 

^nembers of the hoiife of commons to be accufed 

Thefe wefe the moft powerful and leading fpeaken 

irhich fo aflohilbed the members, that, willing I 

appeafe the army at any rate, they writ to tl 

^neral, that they were ready to receive any parties 

4ar charge againft fuch as fell under his difpleafure. 

Thie was an overture for peace, bat pre-eminen< 

^as what the army aimed at ; inftead therefore < 

%eing pleafed at this condefcenfion, the command 

turned tbeif accufation into a general complain 

«md tried every method to provoke a^quarrel^ -whi< 

the other -eliikavouFed to evade. The citizens 

London, at length, opened their eyes ; they no 

4aw the conftitution effectually deftroyed ; they fa 

?ii oppreiBve parliament now lubjecSted 49 -a more Oj 

^itffi: 
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ive army ; they pepceived ^heir religion abo- 
liflied, their king a captive, and the people expofed 
to the worft of flavery. 

In this exigence the common-council aflembled 
the militia ofthecity, the works vipere manned, and 
,a manifeflo publiflied, a^ravating the hoflile inten- 
tions of the anrty. The noufe of commons was not 
iefe divided than the ftate : one part was for encou- 
raging the citizens to proceed, while the reft^ with 
the two fpeakers at their head, was far the army. 
.The flight«ft divifions, in Aich a fituation, are foon 
attended with violent cpniequences. The common3 
-feparated. The fpeakers, with fixty-twQ members, 
quitted the houfe to feek proteAion from the army, 
while thofe who remained behind gave orders, and 
«ftabliflied ]aw€, as if they had power to enforce 
abedience. 

Their aflumed power, however, continued but fi 
fliort time, for the army, with the fpeakers at their 
head, foon approached the city. Fear, therefore* 
compelled the common-counCil to concur in niea- 
iures which they tacitly difapproved. They opened 
l^eir gates to the general, who, attended by the two 
fpeakers and the reft of the members^ repaired td 
their refpe^ve habitations. The parliament, thus 
over^awed, gave up the command of the Tower to 
general Fairfax,'and ordered him the thanks of both 
houfes for having difobeyed their commands. 

It ftill remained to difpofe of the King, who hai) 
been fent prifoner to Hampton -court. The Inde- 
pendants, at the head of whom was Cromwell, and 
the Prefbyterians, in the name of either houfe, 
treated feparately with him In private ; he even had 
hopes that in thefe ftruggles for power he might be 
chofen mediator in the difpute, and expe£led that 
the ftate, at laft, fenfible of the miferies of anarchy, 
like a froward child, hu(hed by its own importuni- 
ties, would fettle under its fgrmet Uutvc\)\\\ co'dSCv^ 
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tution. But he was foon undeceived^ when he found 
the araiy and the generals maflers in the difpute \ 
and when, as he h^ hitherto beenufed with fixne 
degree of refpeA, upon their prevailing, he fiiw him- 
felf treated with very little deference cm: confidenh 
tion. He therefore refolved to feek fafety by flight, 
and, attended by two of his courtiers, fled trom his 
confinement, and travelled on horfeback all night to 
the fea-fide, in order to embark for France, tetviiig 
behind him a letter to both houfes of parliament 
His ufual fortunes, however, fiill attended him here; 
no (hip was in readinefs at the place appointed, and 
lie had no other method left, but to truft to the ee- 
nerofit^ of the Governor • of the Ifle of Wi^ht m 
protedion. Colonel Hammond wfs then m that 
command ; a creature of Cromwelk who had been 
placed there by the intereft of John Hampden, whom 
we have feen fuch an oppofer of the King. His 
^^efty's attendants, whofenames were ACbburnham 
and Berkeley* went to talk with the Governor upon 
this important occaiion, who, inftead of promifing 
the protedion required, only returned an evafive 
anfwer, and defired to be condu&ed to the Kinoi 
Upon this all three went together to the hou^ 
where the unfortunate Monarch expefiied their ar* 
rival ; but Hammond ftadd below. When Aihburit* 
ham informed his Majefty that Hammond was come 
to wait upon him, but that he had given no promife 
for prote&ion, the King, who had now found almoft 
all the world unfaithful, could not help crying out, 
OJack^ thou haft undom mi. Afliburham burii into 
a (hower of tears, and offered to kill Han\mond that 
moment with lus own hand. The humane Mo- 
narch would not permit this. Hammond was brought 
up, and the King being compelled to follow him to 
Cariibrook-caftle was once more made a. prifoner, 
and treated by Hammond with only the outward ap- 
pearances of reipe£t. 

la 
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: In the mean time, the parliament continued every 
day to grow more feeble, and more faAious ; the' 
army more powerful,* and better united. Cromwell 
had taken every precaution to eftablifh fuch a fubor- 
dination among his troops, as was neceiSary to con- 
daft them with eafe^ and invigorate his proceedings; 
But his views were in ibme danger of being contro- 
verted, at this junAure, by a new and unheard-of 
confederacy. The Independants were for having no 
fubordination in government. A fet of men called 
Levellers now arofe, who declared againft any other 

S^vemor than Chrift. They declared that all degrees 
ould be levelled, and an equality univerfally efta« 
blifhed in titles and eftates. They prefcnted feveral 
petitions, and carried their inference to an immeafu- 
rable pitch. Cromwell at once faw that he was now 
upon the point of lofing all the fruits of his former 
ichemes and dangers, and dreaded this new fzSdott 
fiill the more, as they turned lus own pretended 
principles againft himfelf : thns finding all at ftake, 
he was refolved, bv one refolute blow, to difperfe 
the- faftion, or perimin the attempt. Having inti- 
mation that the Levellers were to meet at a certain 
place, he unexpeSedly appeared before the terrified 
aflembly, at the head of his red regiment, which had 
been hitherto invincible. He demanded, in the name 
of God, what their aflembly and murmurings wouM 
be at ; and, receiving an infolent anfwer, he laid two 
of the moft remarkable dead upon the ground with 
his own hands. The guards difperiing the reft, he 
caufed feveral of them to be hanged upon the (pot, 
fent others prifoners to London, and thus difperfed 
a fadion, no otherwife criminal than in having fol- 
lowed his own example. 

:. This adtion ferved fiill more to increafe his power 
in the camp, in the parliament, and in the city. 
Fairfax, now become a Lord, was nominally general, 
but Cromwell wasinvefted with aUv\ic ^qnv^x ol^^ 



^Mmy. : The Ktog, a prifomer, in the Ifle of Wight, 
•ftyi continued to negotiate a peace ; while the piu- 
lliament (aw no other method of deflroying the imit* 
tarjr power which thetafelves had raifed,.. iiut hy 
^poftng to 'it that of the King^ Frequent pcopo&- 
tions ttereCore pa&d between the captive Monaich 
and the commons ; but the great obftacle, which 
<i¥a8 their infifting upon dcftroying Epifcopacy, ftili 
•defeated every meafure. 

In the mean time the Scotch, ^ihamed of having 
-been thou^t to have fold their King^ raifed an army 
tn his favour.. Many of the young nobility in England 
icconded their intentions; the King's defperate afiaire 
jance more began to wear a favourable afped, which 
Cromwell perceiving, led his veteran army to certain 
Tidory. fiUecefe-Anl feemed to back his crimes; 
he defeatidd -their forces entirely at Prefton, and 
took the Duke of HamUton, their general, prifoner. 
fairfisxi ;on the. iother .hasid, /was equally fuccefsful 
in Kent ^nd ££lex't the infurgents having retired intp 
^e citycf Colchefter, which dedared for the King, 
he blocked them up, and having compelled them to 
fiirrenider at diferetion, he treated them with that in- 
humanity for which the republican army was at that 
tinie remarkable. 

' The parliament. -ftill continued to treat with the 
King) and, apprehending more from the designs of 
ebeir generals than the attempts of their Monarch, 
feemed in earneft, for the (irft time, in their nego- 
tiations ; but it was now too late ; the army foon re- 
turned crowned with their accuftomed fuccefs, and 
iKrith furious remonftrances demanded juit ice upon 
the King. They accufed him as the caufe of all the 
misfortunes of the kingdom, and infifted that his par* 
tieans and .favourites fliould ihare with him in his 
public punifhment. 7'his rcmonftrance was foon af« 
tor backed by petitions from the garrifons difperfcd 
ever different parts of the kingdom, and the counties 

of 
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]if Somcrfet and Norfolk irbncarred in the famie Azm 
Mand. Fairfax, being influenced by Cromwell, anA 
not • perceiving that he was the tool of his crafty 
colleague, • transferred hrs royal prtibner from the lile 
cf Wight M']^nft«<aftle; The parliament com* 
plained of this ^arbitrary proceeding, but their re« 
inonftranccB were now but empty found. They 
began to ifiiie ordinances for a more efiedual oppo^ 
fition ; but -they received a meflage from CromweDy 
that he hitendod paying them a vifit next day with 
his army,' and in the mean time ordered them t6 
iraife him upon the city of London forty thoufand 
fx>unds/ Affirighted at the approaching danger, they 
complied with his demand ; and in the mfon tim^^ 
the eeneral with his army came and took up his quar« 
ters m the fkirts of the city. The coihmons ftill pK>* 
teeded in the treaty with the King, but this Crom- 
well was refolved to oppofe : tt^y voted,- that tht 
tarrying the King prifoner to HurfMraftle was withi 
tMit the advice or confent of the houft. To pUnifli 
them for this, Cromwell placed- guards roiindtheif 
houfe, and made thofe members prifoners whom ht 
judged moft oppofite to hifr deiign^. One of -his 
colonels, whofe name was Pride, hating a paper of 
names in his hand, feized upon one- and- forty, and 
fcnt them to the Court of Wards, were they Wer<fc 
kept under guard. Thefe were Prefl>yteriians^ thfe 
iM-iginal authors of all the troubles, and who now 
fell victims to the fide they had efpoufed. The next 
day an hundred more of the members were denied 
entrance ; and that part of the houfe which now 
remained was entirely compofed of afmall body of 
Independants, ludicroufly called the Jlump. Thefe 
feon voted, that the tran'fa^ions of the ^loufe^ a 
few days befwe, were iliegral ; and that? the ^eneraPs 
condu^ was jtfft and neceiTary. 

This parliament, if it now deferves the name, was 
iDOthing but a flaedley of 4rhe -moft obfcuc^ c\^YU.tfi%^ 
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the Have of the army^ the officers of whidi, bong 
tbcmfelves inembersy ruled all their proccedingi. U 
was now therefore unanimoufly refolved in this fedi- 
tious aflembly to ereft an High Court of Juftice, with 
power to try the King for . treafon againft the king* 
dom. For form-fake thev defired the concurrence of 
the few remaining Lords in the other houfe ; bat 
even here there nill was virtue enou^left unani- 
moufly to rged fo horrid a propofal. Xbis no way 
abateo die ardour of the commons; they voted that 
the concurrence of the houfe of Lords was unnecefla- 
ry ; they declared that all power was ori^nally derived 
£rom the people; a declaration true in idelf^ bat 
which they wrefted to the moft deteftable purpofes. 
Colonel Harrifon, the fon of fi butcher, was com« 
manded to coniuA the King from Hurft-caftle to 
Windfcr. When he arrived there, the council of war 
ordained, that he (hould be no longer treated with 
the deference due to royalty. All ceremony was laid 
afide, and he now faw himfelf deprived of his fer- 
vants, and expofed to the contempt of low-bred in« 
fqlence. From the fixth to the twentieth of January, 
the time was .employed in making preparations for 
this aftonifhing fcene of guilt. One hundred and 
forty-five perfons were appointed Judges upon this 
cccafion; and one Bradihaw, a pra£litioner of the 
law, was defied as prefident of this deteftable fynod. 
The King was now conducted from Windfor to 
St. James's, and was next day produced before the 
High Court at Weftminfter-hall to take his trial. 
He ftill remembered the dignity he owed to himfelf 
before fuch an inferior court ; and, taking his place 
with his hat on," with a ftern air, furveyed his Judges, 
who were alfo covered. When his charge was 
read, importing that hC; had been the caufe of all the 
biood that was ihed fince the commencement of the 
jre)>ellion, he could not repreis a fmile at once of 
.contempt and indignation* He then demanded by 
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t authority he was brought to fucb a tryal ? To 
:h Branfliaw replied, that h^ was tried in the 
3 of the commoDS of England. The King then 
3ed to the legality of the tribunal, fince the 
ion of the Lords and his own were wanting to 
3lete its ^nd refufed to plead to the articles of 
mpeachment. Being defired to. anfwer feveral 
s, and perfifting in bis refufal, ht was remanded 
is confinement, and the court adjourned. At 
fecond fitting the prefident again fummoned 
(Cing to anfwer to his charge; and the King 
1 demurred to the legality of his Judges, ana 
n to open his objedions, when he was inter* 
;d by Bradfhaw, and fent back to prifon, as 
e. At his third appearance, he continued firm 
s purpofe, and refufed to reply, until he (hould 
)nvinced that their proceedings were not con- 
to the fundamental laws of the kingdom. The 
h and lafi; time he appeared before this felf- 
ed court of juftice, as he was going thither, he 
infulted by the foldiers, and the mob, who 
limed, Jufticey jufticeyixicutionj exicution. He ap- 
:d before the court with the fame firm compo« 
as ufual, with his hat on ; and while his fen* 
! was reading, in which he was branded with all 
dious appellations that malice could fuggeft, he 
«rered no other emotions than thofe of pity, I^ 
ing back from this horrid tribunal^ the rabble 
ved the cry of ytd/iUey execution ; and among 
. infults one mifcreant prefumed to fpit in the 
)f his Kine. He patiently wiped his face : Poor 
faid he, tb£y would treat their gimrals intbefamt 
er for Jixpence. A foldier more compaffionate 
the reft could not help imploring ^ blefling 
his royal head ; an officer overhearing it, ftruck 
ious centinel to the ground in prefence of the 
arch, who could not help laying, that the fu^ 
tnt $xwM tbi •ffenci. The da^ gi ^n^>x\x«L 
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was fixed to be the third after his (Sentence ; which 
when it arrived, he was conducted on foot through 
St. James's, Park to WhitehaH, accompanied \pf 
Doctor Juxon, and guarded by a regiment of foot, 
under the command of Colonel Tomlinfon. The 
fcafFold was covered with black, in the middle of 
which were feen the block and ax, with two execu- 
tioners in mafqiies. The foldiers were placed round 
It, and an infinite concourfe of fpe6tators waited 
with (ilent horror iat a greater drftance. The King 
lurveyed all their folemn preparations with calm 
compofure j he aflfared the perfons who flood with 
him upon the fcaffpld, that he thoirght himfelf guilt- 
lefsofany crinie but that of having given up the 
Earl of Strafford to the fury of his enemies ; and 
that he had confidence in the mercy of Heaven* 
While he thus avowed his innocence, the Bifhop 
who attended him warned him that he had but one 
ftage more to heaven ; at which the King cried out, 
Igofr(\m a cBrrvptlMe to an incorruptible cretun^ where 
no diflwrhanci can arrive. ** You are exchanged, replied 
•• the Bifhop, from a temporal to an eternal crown ; 
"a good exchange!*^ Having now taken off his 
cloak, be delivered his George to the Prelate, cm- 
phaUcilly pronouncing the word, Remember. He then 
laid his head on the block, fJ^n. 30, 1648.] and 
flretdicd" forth his hands as afignal. One of the men 
in a hiafqtie fevered his head from his body at a blow, 
and the other, holding it up fireaming with gore, 
cried out, Thii is the head of a traitor. Such was the 
death of Charles, who lived long enough to fee the 
laws and conflitution of his country expire beforehim. 
He had the misfortune to be bred up in high notions 
«f the prerogati\«Cj which he thought it his duty to 
fuflaih. He lived at a time when thefpirit of the law 
Was \n ifif pofition to the genius of the people ; and 
"govcrfthtj. by old rules, mflead of endeavouring to 
SccCixrmOdzte hhnfclf to the ch^nees of the times, be 



ftll in the oniTerfal comrulfion. Msfany Kings bcfor^ 
htm expired by treafons, plots^ or a^fHnation ; but 
ticrcr fincc the times of Agis the Lacedemonian waf 
any but he facrrficed bjr theri* fubieSs with all the 
formalities of jufticc. Upon the wnolc, it muft'be 
confeffed, that, thotrgh the nation was branded by fo^ 
feigners with reproach upon this occafion, yet thefe 
ftruggles at length ended in domeftic happinefs and 
fecurity; the laws became more precife, and the 
fbWeft more readv to obfey, as if a previous fermen- 
tation iti the conmtution was necefiary to its fubie- 
quent refinement. 

LETTER XLIV. 

V-^romwell, who had fccrctly folicited the King's 
dieath, now began to feeh wiihes to which he had 
been hitherto a ftranger ; he perceived himfelf pot; 
far removed from the objeft of his moft unbouiictf 
ambition. His views expanded with fucccfs, and hisj 
firft principles of liberty flirunk when oppofed toi 
Ac unbounded prbfpeft of power. The parlianieiit^ 
which was ftill permitted to enjc^ the ftadow o^ 
atfthority, votc^ it high treafon fo acknowledge 
Charles Stewart, fon of the murdered Kinf, as fuc-' 
"^effor to the throne! They like wife voted the houfe 
of Lords ufelefs and dangerous, and pafled an adr 
for the abolition of all kingly power. A great feat 
was made, on one fide of which were engraved the 
arms of England and Ireland, with this infcriptidny 
The great Jittl of England I on the reVerfc was repre- 
fcnt^d the 'houfe of commons fitting, with this^ 
motto, ^he Jirjt je»r of freedom^ by God's M^ffiffff 
reftmd^ if>j^i. 

. 'They -next proceeded ^otry.thofc gallant ntcn 
whbTe aitacHmeht to their kte Sovenprgn had "^^ix 
inoft rcmarfcaWe; The 0ukc of Hwra\fttc«&'^^a« 
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Capet wercaccufed, condemned, and beheaded; ft' 
veral others fliared ihe Tame fate. The Earl of 
Kornich and Sir Jthn Owen were condt^mned, bat 
reprieved. The Scotch were not a little A\(p\ciici 
at the death of the Duke, wbowas executed notonly 
contrary to the laws of war, but the taw of natrons; 
they were therefore determined to acknowledge the 
young Princefor their King. But their Iov« of liberty, 
in fome meafure, feemed to combat their refcntment^ 
tiiey called him to the throne indeed, but, at the 
fame time, abridged his power with every lioiitatiofl 
which they hud formeily attempted to impofc On their 
late Sovereign. The fecond Charles had neither the 
virtue, the conftancy, nor the principles of his father. 
Attached to no religion, he agreed Co all their propo- 
fals, and was contented to accept the formalities 
without the- power of a King. He was received at 
Edinburgh with demonftrations of profound refped, 
and eniercd the city by that very gate on which the 
limlia of the brave Montrofe, one of his mofi faitb- 
ful adherents, were fiill cxpofed ; but he foon founi 
that the life he was likely to lead would be an infup- 
portable bondage to one of his volatile difpofitioa. 
He was furroundcd and inceflantly imponuned by 
the Scotch fanatical clergy, who came to inilrua 
him in religion, and obliged him to liftcn to long 
fcrmons, in which they feldom failed to lligmatize 
the late King as a tyrant, to zccufe his mother of 
idolatry, and himfelf of an untoward difpofition. 
Upon appointed days he was obliged to hear fix fer- 
Dions without IntermiiHon. They infilled upon his 
obferving Sunday with a Jewifh Ilri£tnefs. They 
even watched his looks ; and, ifhe happened to fmilc 
at any part of their abfurd enthufiafins, he was re- 
primaRded for hi) profanencfi. Charles for a while 
bore this infolence with hypocritical tranquillity, 
and even pretended to be highly edi£cd by their 
kifiiu^tui bu^ aotwilhftandiiiE this, be only 
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wUhed for in opportunity of efcaping from fuch a 
▼ariety of difgufting impertinence. 

In the mean time the Englilh parliaiAent, alarmed 
at the Kind's reftitution in Scotland, fent to recal 
Cromwell from Ireland, [A. D. 1649.] vtrhere he 
had carried on the war with his ufual fuccefd. H^ 
had reduced Kilkenny and many other places, and 
profecuted his conquefts with lurprifing rapidity. 
However, he now left the war in that kingdom to 
be carried on by Ireton, his deputy-lieutenant ; and 
returned to England, in obedience to the mandate 
of the parliament. When he took his feat in the 
houfe, the fpeaker thanked him for the fervices he 
bad done the commonwealth. They then proceeded 
tb deliberate upon the war with Scotland. They de« 
fired to know if Fairfax would conduct the enter-' 
prize. Fairfax, a rigid prefbyterian, who had all 
along fought from principle, declined oppofing a na- 
tion which he confidered as co-operating in the fame 
good work for which he had firft drawn the fword ; 
he therefore declined the command, fent his com* 
miffion to the commons, and retired to fpend the 
remainder of his life in privacy and peace. 

This was an inlet to Cromwell's fubfequent power ; 
he was appointed general of the forces of the com- 
monweateh, fA. D. 1656.] and foon marched into 
Scotland at the head of an army of eighteen thou- 
iand men, long accuftomed to conquer. He found 
general Lefly at the head of an army far more nume- 
rous than his own, but undifciplined and mutinous; 
After fome previous (kirmifliing, Cromwel faw him- 
felf in a very difadvantageous poft near Dunbar, and 
his sntagonift residy to take advantage of his incom- 
modious fituatioh. However, perceiving the Scot^ 
preparing to eive him battle, he afiured his foldiers 
that the lord had delivered the enemy into his hands, 
and ordered his army to fing pfalms, as alres^:^ 
Mtred i>f viAory, The m'mimrs o( \)^^ %cx>\^ 
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army were not Itb (anraine in their aflturaiioci'^t 
vi^ory than he ; they boldly ^promifed Aiccc& ia tbl 
name of the Lord, and excit^ a fpirit of impatieikce 
«xnong the. foldiera. VkSoryt ^ always befon^ 
again declared for Ci^otnwell who roitted tlie«iKiii^ 
with great llaughter, wh^lc be did not Icrfe or hn 
fide ab^e forty meo in all. 

Charles, who hated tbe Scotch army, aod only 
dreaded Cromwell, was well enough pleafed at tfau 
defeat. It ferved to introduce him to a greater-ihare 
in the command than he was before permitted to eo^ 
y>y. He therefore put hiin/elf atthe head of that 
femnant which furvived the defeat, and ftrengthened 
it by the royalifts, who had been before excluded 
f^om his fervice. And now, inftead of following 
Cromwell, who led his vidlorious troops to Perdi^ 
lie refolved to feize this opportunity jof penetrating 
into England, where he expeiSted to be joined by 
Buo^ber^ there ftill attached tq bis interrfts. His 
hopes in this were fr\ifl;rated ; his army, on their 
inarch, was leflened by continual defertion and dif- 
cafe. Few voluntiers repaired to the royal ftandard ; 
and he at length faw his vigilant enemy overtake 
him at Wofcefter. [A. D. 1651.]. Both armies 
fought with equal intrepidity, but Cromwell was 
ag^in victorious. Never was fo complete a vi&ory 
obtained«by him before. Two thoufajid perifhed by 
the fword, and four times that number, being taken, 
were fold as flaves to the American planters. The 
conqueror became mafter of all Scotland, .and tct a 

gice of a thou&pd pounds upon the head of the 
ing. 

Invagination can fcarce conceive dangers more 
romantic, or diflrefles morefevere,. than thofe which 
attended the young King's efcape frpm Worcefter. 
After his hair was cut on, the better to effe£l. his 
efcape, he worked for fome days, difguifed as a peat 
JmjjO ^^ wood'CUtting. He next made au aLtum^t 
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retire into Waks, under the condufl of one Pea^ 
ell 9 a poor but faithful companion iii his diftre£^ 
it in this attempt he was .difappoipted, every paff 
xng guarded to prevent hi^ efcape. Being oblig^ 
return^ be met one Col^nfil Carelefs^ who, like 
miel^ had eTcaped the carnage at Worcefter ; ana 
was in his company that Me was obliged to climb 
Tpreading oak, among the thick branches of .which 
ey pafled the day together, while the (bldiers of 
e enemy went underneath in.purfuit of him. Fraii| 
lence he pafled with jnominent danger^ feeliqga^l 
c vioiffitttdes .of faminq, futigujc, andj^in^ to the 
nife of one Mr. Lane, a worthy fubjedlof his, in 
laflSanifhire. Here he deliberated about the mean$ 
* efcaping to Prance. They agreed that he fhouUl 
de before this gentleman's daughter, on a vi&t lo 
le Mrs. Horton, who lived in the neighboorhood 
' Brifiol. During this Journey he every day jjojep 
rople whofe .pecibns he jknew, and once pa/&d 
trough a whole regiment of the parliament army^; 
When they arrived at the houfe of Mr. Nortoni 
le fir ft perfon they iaw was one of his own cbap» 
ins, fitting at the door, amufing himfelf with iee^ 
g people play at bowk. The King, after having 
ken proper care of his horfe in the ftable, was 
lewn to an apartment which Mrs. Lai\e had pro* 
ded for him, upon pr^ence of indifpofition. Th^ 
jtler, being fent to him with fome refreihment, no 
oner beheld his countenance, which was now very 
lie with anxiety and fatigue, than he recolle£ted 
le vifage of bis King and Mafter, and falling upoi^ 
is knees, while the tears flreamed down his cheeks, 
B cried out, '* I am rejoiced to fee your Majtfty.!* 
*«he King enjoined "him fecrecy, and the^ hoacll 
Tvant punSually kept his word. Haying flaid 
>me days in this place, he repaired to the houfe of 
lolonel Wyndham, werehe was cordially receivedf 
lat gentleman^'siaa^il^ li^vixi^ ever b^ctv uc>v^^ ^^ 
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Ic^tv. Purfuing his route to the fea-fide, he once 
more kad a very providential efcape from the litdc 
iimat which he lodged. It happened to be a folenm 
fisft, and a fanatical weaver, who had fought in the 
pariiament army, was preaching againft the Kinri 
in a chapel fronting the houfe. Charles was z&usHSj 
one of the audience, A farrier of the fame princi* 
pies, who had been examining the horfes belong* 
ing to the paflengers, came to afTure the .preacher, 
that he knew by the faihion of the flioes that one of 
die ftnm^er's horfes came from the North. The 

{)reacher mftantly affirmed, that his horfe could be* 
ong to no other than Charles Stewart, 'and went 
immediately with a conftable to the houfe ; but the 
King, in the mean time, found means to efcape* 
Thus^ at length, after inexpreffiblc hardihips, and 
having experienced the fidelity of forty different per* 
fons of all ranks, who had power to betray him, he 
embarked at Brighthelmfted, and landed fafely in 
Normandy. 

Cromwell, in the mean time, returned to London 
in triumph, .[Sept. 12.] were he was met by the 
fpeaker of the houfe, accompanied by |)ie mayoc 
and. magtftrates in their formalities. His nrfk 
care, upon his return, was to take the advantage 
of his fuccefles, by depreffing the Scotch. An 
z& was pafTed for abolifhing royalty in Scotland, 
and annexing it as a conquered province to the 
Englifh commonwealth, impowering it, however, to 
fend a certain number of reprefentatives to the Bri- 
tifh parliament. It was now feen with aflonifh* 
ment, that a parliament compofed of obfcure and 
weak members could govern at once wich unanimity 
and fuccefs. Without any acknowledged fubordi- 
nation they levied armies, maintained fleetsi, and 
gave laws to their neighbours. Never was England 
more powerful than at this period. The finances 
Wtrc managed with oeconomy and cxadnefs. No 
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private perfon became rich by public extortions^ 
rhe revenues of the crown, the lands of the Biihops, 
nd a tax of an hundred and twenty thoufand pounds- 
rach month, fupph'ed the wants of government, 
Lnd invigorated ail their proceedings. 

Having reduced the Britifh dominions to perfe<9: 
>bedience, the parliament next refolved to chaftife 
he Dutch, who had given but very flight caufes of 
romplaint. Doriflaus, one of the late King's Judges, 
>eing fent thither by the commons as envoy, was 
kflaffinated by the royal party that had taken refuge 
:here^ St. John, appointed Englifli ambaiTador, 
M^as alfo infulted by the friends of the Prince of 
Drange. Thefe were grounds fufficient to.incenfc 
the republic of England to a wiir. . its fuccefs, how- 
ever, was doubtful j Blake commanded the Engl ifh, 
and Van Tromp was Admiral of Holland ; both 
equally experienced, courageous^ and active. Seve- 
ral engagements ferved only to ihew the excellence 
of the Admirals, without determing the balance of 
naval power. The parliament, however, was wilU 
ing to continue the war, rightly judging that, when 
the force of the nation was exerted by fea it would 
<limini(h Cromwell the general's power upon land. 

Cromwell was not behind them in penetration ; 
iie faw they dreaded his growing power, and wifhed 
todiminifh it; all his meafures were conducted with 
a bold intrepidity that marked his charader ; and he 
was now refolved to make anotheV daring effort. He 
perfuaded iiis officers to prcfent a petition for pay- 
ment of arrears and redreis of grievances, which he 
knew would be rejected with difdain. The houfe, 
upon receiving it, appointed a committee to prepare 
an a£i:, that all perfons who prefented fuch petitions 
for the future {hould be deemed guilty of high trea- 
fon. This was what Cromwell wifhed for. He 
was fitting in council with his officers^ wKeiv vtv- 
formed of the fubjed on which thehoufcwcX^^'^V^'^^* 
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rating. Turning to msyor-gcneral Vernon, I m 
compeUii^ cried he, Udoa Mmg thai makgs the very imr 
y my biadjitmd on tnd : and, ftartiag itp witk anils 
of violent indignation in his countenance, be 
baftened to the parHaroesit, witha bodjrtbrec huiidwi 
feldiers. Upon entering the bottfe, be took £16 place, 
and fat fome time to hear tbe debates ; wben lie 
fpeaker was about to put the qoeftion, he fiiddenlf 
rofe up, and, reviling them for their ambition asd 
cruelty, he damped with his foot, and lAftaAClrlle 
boufe was filled with armed men. {A. D. 1053.] 
Then addreiling himfelf to the men^bers, dtywgmh 
faid he ; give plaa t9 h$tuft mm ; you 4ari n§ kngtt « 
farliamint ; / uU you are no longer a parJumtnt^ 
ihe Lord has done with you. He then apcuM 
one as a drunkard, another as a wboremafteTi a 
a third /)f adultery, and a fourth of extortion* ItH 
yoUf added be, that have forad me upomttisi Ibm 
Jougbi tbe Lord nighi mid day^ that he would rather fiej 
me than put me upon this ivotk. Then pointing to tho 
mace, Tah away^ cried he, that bauble ^ after which 
turning out all tbe members, he ordered the door to 
be locked, and, putting the key ift his pocket, re« 
tired to Whitehall. Thus by one daring exploit the 
new republic was abolifhed, and tbe whole power^ 
civil and military, cesstered in him alone. The un* 
fieady form of the Englilb government at that time, 
is the ilron^eft proof of a late philofopher's.opinion, 
that every country is poilefied of a fet of iaws and 
conftitutions beft adapted to the nature of the inhar 
foitants, the climate and the foil, which when once 
broken through, the government muft continue 
weak and unfteady, until the natural conftitution is 
feftored : as in mechanics all bodies contmue to 
waver till their center of gravity is iiipported. 
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LETTER XLV. 

I bat padiament, which had long gloried in refift- 
Jug violence, was now diflblved by an ^& of the 
aK>fl flagrant oppreffion. The people, however, ex- 
pcefled IK> dillilce at their diiTolution. Cromwell 
jreceived congratulatory addrefies from the fleet, the 
corporations, and the army ; but he was unwilling 
•to pqt forth all his power at once ; he refolved to 
junufe them with the form of a commonwealth, and 
/amtliarize them by degrees to arbitrary government. 
Ke decreed, that the fovereign power fhould be 
lifted in one hundred and forty four perfons, under 
•the denomination of a parliament 9 and he undertook 
liimlblf to make the choice. The perfons he pitched 
4ipon were the loweft, meaneft, and moft ignorant 
4unong the citizens ; he forefaw, that, during the 
jBdniiniftration of fuch, he alone muft govern ; or 
Ithat they would foon throw up the reigns of govern- 
ment, which they were unqualified to guide. To 
•cji^oel in fanaticifm feemed a neceflary qualification in 
X\ki% new parliament. Several, with long names 
i>orrowed from fcripture, were members; but a man, 
whole naflae was Praife God Barebones^ was one of 
the moft remarkable ; and by his name the a£embly 
jwas afterwards called in ridicule. 

To this afiembly was committed the care of mak- 
ing peace with the Dutch ; but, being utterly un- 
iknled in fuch negotiations, the ambaffadors of the 
States were quite at a lofs how to treat with them. 
The peopjje exclaimed at fo fooliih a legiflature, and 
•they themfelves feemed not infenfible of the contempt 
and ridicule which they every day failed not to incur. 
They had now fat five months without doing any 
thing of importance ; when at length Roufe,^th Jr 
fpeaker^ rofe up, and propofed that, as they were 
enable to beajr the ))urthen that was laid upon them^ 

D 2 ^icfi.^ 
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they fhould refign their authority to him from whom 
they had received it. Cromwell accepted their re- 
fignation with pleafure, and fent Colonel White to 
Clear the houfe of the few fanatics who perfifted in 
continuing to fit. White, entering with a detach- 
mcnt of foldiers, afked, ff^bat they did tbtrfl To 
which replying, that they were feeking the Lord; 
Then you may go elfewhere^ cried he, for to fny certain 
knowledge the Lord has not been here thefe many years, ' 

The officers now, by their own authority, de- 
clared Cromwell Protedtor. He was pofleiled of thtt 
which is the original of all command, namely^ 
force ; for tie flrong ever give laws to. the feeble. 
The- mayor and aldermen were fent for ; the ufurper 
was inftalled at Whitehall, in the palace of the £ng- 
lifh Kings ; he afTumed the office of Prote£lor ; was 
honoured with the epithet of Highnefs, and. pro- 
claimed in London, and other parts of the kingdoou 
Thus an obfcure inhabitant of Wales, at length, 
rofe to unlimited power, far beyond that of former 
Kings, by his courage and his hypocrify. 

He was about fifty-ihi'ee years of age when he be- 
gan to reign, which he did with equal conduct, mb- 
delation, and fuccefs. He, in the beginning chofe - 
among the officers, the former companions of his 
Gangers and victories, twenty-one counfellors of 
ilate, to each of whom he affigned a penlion of one 
thoufand pounds a year. The troops were always 
paid a month in advance ; the magazines were well 
provided ; the public treafure, of which he had the 
difpofal, was managed with frugality and care. The 
Dutch were compelled to fue for peace, and he die- 
tated the terms. He infifted upon their paying defe^ 
jence to the Britifli flag. They were compelled to 
abandon the intereft of the King; they engaged 
to pay eighty-iivethoufand pounds, as an indemni- 
Jication for former expences ; and to reftore the 
Eflgliih Eafl-India company a part of thofe domi* 

nions 
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lions of which they had unjuftly deprived them in 
he Eaft. 

Every nati6n with whom the EnglKh had any 
connection, now courted their ProteSor^s alliance* 
Among the number, France follclted his aid againft 
Spain : Cromwell, though capable of conducing the 
internal parts of government, had no (kill in foreign 
policy. He lent his ailiftancc to humble Spiin, at a 
time when the interefts of Europe required her ex- 
altation. Cardinal Mazarine gave him up Dunkirk* 
His fleet, under the conduct of the famous Blake, 
took the ifland of Jamaica. vThe kingdom of Ire* 
land Was entirely reduced to obedience, and treated 
by him as'atconqliered country; many thoufands of 
tije wretched natives ftrovc to find, in baniflimcnt, 
an alleviation of their miferies j numbers died of 
famine^ and by the hands of the executioner not 
a few. 

• Cromwell, to give the greater appearance of juftict 
to his ufurpation, was refolved to govern by parlia- 
ment^ yet by fuch a parliament alone as he could 
govern.' He iaflembled them, and diflblved them at 
pleafure; thehoufe of Lords was entirely difconti- 
Aued ; but he fet up a new chamber of parliament, 
eompoled of his own creatures, to oppofe that elected 
by the voices of the people. Thois^ ever a£live, vi- 
gilant, and refolute, he difcovered every confpiracy 
againft his perfon, and every infurreaion anriong 
tne people, before they took effect. He had the ad- . 
drefs to prevail upon his' parliament to make him an 
ofTcrof thecrovvn, [A. D. 1657. j merely to have the 
feeming magnanimity of refufing it, and thus to con- 
firm his real power, 

- His private life was no lefs worthy our obferva- 
tion ; he led an obfcure life in the palace afligned , 
for his habitation, without pomp, without luxury^ 
When he fent his fon Henry into lre\2Lt\A^ \v^ -A- 
lowed bim but one fcrvznt in his reunu^. l^\^t«v^^^- 
< D -2 ^^^ 
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ners were naturally auftere, and he preferred fta 
dignity and diftance of his charader in the midft of 
the coarfeft familiarity. He was cruel from pc^cy; 
Jutland temperate from inclination; laborious and 
txaA in all his defigns ; without eloquence he bad 
the talent of perfuading ; and without fincerity thtf 
art ofmaicingfincere adherents: his dexterity equal* 
Jy fatisiied every fe£l; with Prefbyterians, a Prohy- 
terian; with Deifts, a Delft } only an Independant in 
principle. It was by tbefe arts he continued bii 
authority, firft cemented by blood, and maintain^ 
by hypocrify and ufurpation. 

Yet, notwithftanding this condu£l, which contri- 
buted to render him truly formidable at home, ht 
was, after a few years reign, become truly miferabk 
to himfelf. He knew that he was detefted by every 
party in the kingdom ; he knew the fierce ^>irit of 
the people whom he had made flaves; and he flat 
incefTantly haunted by the teri'ors 6f an aflTaffination. 
To increafe his calamity, a book was publiflied^ itk* 
titled, Killing no murder i ih which it vras prevel t9 
bejuft to deftroy him at any rate. 'Stall wti M 
this popular declaimer, who would n§t fiiffer the Ii9ni9 
invade uSy tarnelyjiand to he devoured by we wolf? Crom* 
well read this fpirited treatife, and it is faid !^.ai ne« 
ver feen to fmile afterwards. He wore armour un^ 
der his deaths, and always kept a loaded piftol in 
his pocket ; his afpeft became cloudy, and he re- 
garded every ftranger with a glance of timid fufpi^ 
cion. He always travelled with hurry and precipi* 
tation, and never flept two nights fuccefEvely in the 
fame apartment. A certain ague came at iaft to 
deliver him from a life of horror and mifery. H« 
died at Whitehall, [A. D. 1658.] after having fto- 
minated his fon Richard Cromwell as his fuccefibr^ 
Notwithftanding the evident approaches of death, hi^ 
fanatical chaplains affirmed that he would recover,and 
thanked God for the undoubud aSux^az^fc^ ^^ ^"^^ 
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receited of hii fafety. He was even of the fame 
opinion himfelf. liellyouy cried he to the phyficians 
that attended him, I Jhall not die of this diftemper 5 fa^ 
tfour^bU anfwers havt been returned from Heaven^ not 
9nfy to my own fapplicatitmij but Hkewifeto thofe of the 
goJfy^ whifcarry $n a more intimate correfpondence with the 
Limrd* This behaviour, at his death, is an undeniable 
prooftbat he was in reality more an enthufiaft than 
an hypocrite ; and, in fa£l, we are more frequently 
deceived than deceivers. 

Whatever were the differences of intcreft after the 
death oi the Ufurper, the influence of his name was 
fiill fufficient to get Richard his fon proclaimed Pro<» , 
t«dor.. The parties^ however, were now grown too 
hdadfl^ong to b^ controlled by greater abilities \ 
what then could Richard do who had nothing active 
in hi^ difpoAtion, no talents for buflnefs, no know^ 
ledge of gDvemmttit^ no ambition, no importance f 
Oliver, by meana of the army, had long governed 
the kingwxn; chey were now left to govern alone. 
They firft therefore pretexted a petition to the new 
Prote£h)r, demanding that no member of the army 
ihould be fobjed to the civil power, and that thifc 
<ifficers ihould enjoy the privilege of chufing their 
own general. Richard^ fhocked at their prefomp* 
tion, rqe&ed their requefts, and even threatened to 
difnaifs them the fervice. The parliament attempte4 
to fupport thefe meafures of Richard, but the army 
ipsevsulcd ^ the parliament was difTolved by their me*> 
mces, aiu) the Protedor again reduced to a private 
ftttion. The officers, once more being thus left to 
themfelves, determined to replace the remnant of the 
old parliament which had beheaded the King, and 
which the late Protedor had fodifgracefully dtfniifled, 
Thia was called The £oad old cauje ; and fuch of the 
higher officers as liemed uiTwilling to give up their 
authority to this parliament, were intimidated by 
f^ieir iiibalceraa into a complianoe* 

D 4 T\v^ 
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The Rump parliament, as it was called, being 
thus once again eOabliflied, began by vigoroufly at' 
temptmg to leflen the power of that very army wbkk 
-had juli now given thca all their authority. Th^ 
r.ew-modelled a part of the forces, caihiered fuch of- 
ficers as they feared, and placed others ^i their room* 
Thcfe attempts, however, did not pafs w;thout^vigo- 
rous efforts i n the,principal officers who were at Londoa 
10 oppofe them. They held feveral conferences toge- 
ther toftrenthen their power, and lefien that of their 
oppofers. They at length came to the ufual refource 
of thefe turbulent times ; they firft prefented a fe^ 
ditious petition ; and, upon finding it rejeded, coo- 
du<5led by general Lambert, they entered the houfe, 
excluded the members, difiblved the parliament by 
their own authority, and formed a council pf ten to 
.provide for the fafety of the commonwealth. During 
thefe tranfad^ions, general Monck was at the head 
of twelve thoufand veterans in Scotland. This ge« 
neral had begun his fortunes under the command of 
the late King, and was taken prifoner in bit fervice. 
Up(>n the death of his Mafter heswas releafed from 
his long confinement to command under CromweU, 
for whom he always fought with condud and 
fuccefs. 

In this anarchy and confufion he feemed agitated 
by different defigns, between loyalty to his lawful 
King, ambition to advance himfelf, and the appre- 
hcnhons he was under from the governing part of 
the nation j his loyalty at length prevailed ; he re- 
folved to reftore the royal family, but to ufe all the 
precautions that were requifite for their fafety and 
his own. He foon had an opportunity of embarraf- 
iing the affairs of the nation ftill more, to prepare 
the way for the meditated revolution. The. officers, 
■now formed into a council of ten, had fent to treat 
with him ; he confcnted to a negotiation only in or- 
der to gain time ; and after a treaty had been aiSu- 
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• ally figncd by thofe b€ employed in this bufinefs, 
.he.rcfufed to ratify it upon frivolous pretences. The 
. depofed parliament, finding that Monck had difap- 

proved of the proceedings of the officers at London, 
were refolved to avail themfelves of his friendftiip, in 
order to be reinftated in their former authority ; and 
fent him a private commiffion, appointing him com* 
mander in chief of all the forces in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. He now therefore refolved to 
march towards London, and upon his approach the 
officers who had depofed the parliament found them- 
felves almoft deferted, and at length compelled tore- 
fign the authority they had ufurped. When he 
reached St. Alban's, he fent a letter to^ the houfe, 
deflring that London ihould be cleared of all other 
troops to make way for his approach. This demand 
awakened thefufpicion of the parliament, but they 
were reluftantly obliged to comply. He entered 
London in triumph, at the head of his army, and re- 
paired to the council of ftate, but refufed taking the 
oath of abjuration, flirewdly obferving that the fewer 
oaths were taken, the cleaner would the confciences 

• be. He n6xt examined his officers, and, having fe- 
cured their concurrence,' he reflored thofe members 
%o the parliament which longiince had been fecluded 
before the trial of the King. 

The Independants, who had voted for the trial of 
Charles, were now greatly out-numbered ; and it 
wa$ foon feen that the royal party was likely to pre- 
vail. The republicans, who, though they hated a Pro- 
te£lor, ftill more feared the royalrefcntment, endea- 
voured to perfuade Monck to afTume the Tovereign 
power, in imitation of Cromwell. He rqed^ed their 
advice, and in the mean time gave the King private 
intimations of his defigns, new-modelled the army, 
quelled an incipient infurredion, and prepared all 
things for his melioration. 

D 5 t^QXJcaw^ 



Kothing now [A. D. 1659 } was wiiithlg, bli 
the authority and conrent of ft fre^ parliament, taj 
fettle the fluduating coiiftrtution. On the t^^- 
fifth of April) 1660^ the new parliament met in km 
houfeS) after the manner of their anceftors. llri^ 
immediately voted that the gdvemmenl ought to te 
Tefted in a King, Lords^ and Commons. On the 
eight of May Carles II. was proclaimed in.Londoti> 
on the twenty- fixth he arrived at Dover 5 on the 
twenty-ninth he paft on to Whitehall thttogh tli 
innumerable multitude of people, who rent the tif 
with their acclamations. The wretched kingdom, 
long torn with faaiorr, and oppreffcd by hi 0^ 
ftruggles for freedom, once more begto to rcfpifc; 
fanaticifm, with all its train of melancholy terrors 
and cruelties, was now difpelled ; the arts of peace 
began to return ; but, unhappily the arts of luxai} 
entered in their train. 
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it win undoubtedly aftonifli pofterky, when the^ 
find a whole nation making thefe fudden changed 
from abfolute liberty to the moft fubmiffive obedi^ 
ence; at one time almoft unanimouflv declaring 
againft monarchy, and foon after, with the moft un- 
tounded flattery, foliciting the (hackles of arbitrary 
power. [A. D. 1660. J< The parliament, which haa 
before fo vehemently oppofed the late Monarcl), pof- 
fefled of every virtue, were now profufe in their fub- 
mifEcHis to his fucceflor, whofe charader ftood in no 
competition with that of his father. 

They firft ordained that the bodies of Cromwel], 

Ireton, and Bradfliaw, (bould be dug from theil 

grdveSf and dragged ta the place oi ^it^c>3XvQXL\ \.V«x^ 
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to continue hanging the whole day, and then to be 
interred under the gallows. Of thofe who fat in 
judgment on the late Monarch's trial, fome were 
dead) and fome were thought worthy to find par- 
don ; ten only out of fourfcore were devoted to im- 
mediate deftruAion. Thefe were enthufiafis, who 
had all along aded from principle, and bore their 
fate with all the confidence of martyrs. They had 
been formerly cruel themfelves, and they were now 
in turn treated with (hocking inhumanity \ [A. D. 
l66a.l the executioner, not content with performing 
the office of death, added infult to their tortures \ 
the fufterersjto a man^ thanked God for being per* 
mitted to die for his caufe, and braved the fury of 
their oppreflbrs with manly contempt. 

Their deaths feemed to infpire a few dcfperate en- 
tbufiafts with the moft ftrange confidence that ever 
deluded a poor ignorant party. One Venner, who 
expe<fled the immediate coming of Chrifl: upon earth » 
appeared in the ftreets of London in arms, at the 
head of threefcore enthuTiafls like himfelf, and de- 
clared againft any other Monarch but King Jefus» 
They had been wrought into fuch a pitch of phrenfcy 
as to believe themfdves invulnerable, and fought as 
men confident of viftory. The few furvivors of their 
defeat were taken, tried, condemned, and executed c 
they affirmed to the laft, that, if they had been de- 
ceived, the Lord himfelf concurred in the impoflure. 

It was now feared that the tide of Joyalty would 
t>eardown all the former mounds of freedom ^ the par- 
liament feemed to concur in aU th» defigns of the 
court, and even to anticipate its wifhes ; but, though 
the King was efl:abliflied, his old faithful friends^ 
and the followers of his family, were left unrewarded. 
T'here were numbers who had fought for bis father, 
and for him, and had lofl their all in his fervice, fliH 
pining in want and mifery \ while tl^ir perfecutors, 

wb^ 
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who, -profiting hj the troubles of their countrr, hai 
acquired fortunes during the ciril wv, were ftill per- 
mitted to enjoy (hem without iDOleQatioo. Thefuf- 
ierers petitioned in vain ; Charles was no way re- 
markable for gratitude ; his plcafurct, bis flatterer), 
and concubines cngrofled all his ittcntion, and cx- 
haulled his finances; the unhappy Cavaliers munnut- 
ed without redrefs ; he fled from their gloomy expo* 
Hulations to fccnes of mirth, tiot, and feftivity. 

The kingdom now fecmeJ to be converted into * 
theatre of debauchery, which had before been a 
fcene of blood. The Indepcndants were no longer 
to be feen ; the Puritans were retrained i the hor- 
rors of the late war were the fubjed of ridicule ; the 
formality and the ignorance of feiflaries were dif- 
played upon the Dage, and even laughed at in tbe 
puiptt. The king had no religion; and, though be 
permitted the periecutiun of fedtaries, it was merely 
from political motives. The late miferieg of the na- 
tion were not fufficient to deter a few dcfperate fana- 
tics from attempting to excite them afreO); they 
laid a fcheme for furprifing feverat towns in the 
It^ortb, and raifing a general infurredlion ; tbe mini- 
II ry difcovered the plot, before it was ripe for execu- 
tion ; thirty of the conlpirators were taken and cxe< 
cuted ; and this plot was a pretext for continuing 
the parliament then fitting, and repealing thea<3for 
triennial parliaments, as being dangerous in times of 
cummotion. 

The Englifb parliament feemed willing to make 
the King reparation for their former difobediencci 
and the Scotch were ftill more fanguine in the ex- 
preffions of their attachment. H^d Charles been as 
adive Monarch, he might have now become an ab- 
(oluteoiK. They confirmed the dodlrine ofpaiHvi 
obedience by a (blemn a£t> they affigncd him a re- 
venue of twelve hundred thoufand pounds, excluilvi 
•f the expence nccefTary for fitting and fupplyin{ 
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le fleet.^Noneofhispredcceflbrs were ever poflefled 
f fuch a large revenue; neverthelefs, his prodigality 
mdered him indigent, and, inftead of dedring an af- 
endancy over his parliament, he was content to be 
n Humble and continual dependant on their bounty. 
His prodigality, his libertinifm, and the familiarity 
(rith which he permitted himfelf to be treated by his 
ub]e£ts, foon began to alter their fentiments from a 
feneration for royalty to a contempt of his perfou 
ind adminiftration. He declared war againft Hol- 
and, [A, D. 1662.] merely to have an opportunity 
:>f fpending. upon his pleafures a part of thofe fums 
granted him by parliament for the fupport of a fleet 
and army. This war was carried on with doubtful 
fuccefs; but the alarm which the nation' received 
from Ruyter the Dutch Admiral's attempting to fail 
up the river Thames, ftill more difgufted them 
againll their governor. Immediate dangers, though 
fmall, influence the mind with greater force than 
diftant, though terrible calamities. They now called 
to mind the adminiftration of Cromwell, when the 
people enjoyed fecurity at home, and were refpedted 
abroad; they recolleded that Ufurper's vigorous 
labours for the good of the nation, and compared 
them with thofe of the prefent effeminate and unfuc- 
cesful reign. 

Natural and accidental calamities feemed to unite 
themfelves to ,thofe brought on by bad management. 
A plague ravaged London which fwept away more 
than one hundred thoufand of its inhabitants ; and 
foon after the city was almoft entirely deftroyed by 
a conflagration, [A. D. 1666.] which raged for three 
days without intermiflion. The fpirit of the people 
foon furmounted the(& calamities ; London foon rofe 
more beautiful from its alhes ; the ftrects were built 
anew moffe fpacious and convenient than before ; 
and their diftrefs foon became their advantage. 

But 
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But neither war, tior accident, nor the murmiin 
of the people could abate the paiSon for gallantry, 
pleafure, and expence, that reigned in the court 
through the Ktnfi;'s example. He had imbibed all that 
Ipirit of levity, during his refidence in France, for 
which that kinedom is remarkable. Though he bad 
been married toon after bis reftoration to the Infanta 
of Portugal, he kept feveral miftrefles, by whom he 
had natural iflue. Among this number were made- 
moifelle Querouaille, a ^ench woman, whom he 
created Ducheb of Pcurtfitiouth; Mrs. Palmer, whom 
he made a Countefs ; and Nel Gwyn and Mrs. Davis, 
a£lrefres taken from the theatre. 

But, though the court was thus loft todecency, the 
paffion for uniformity in religion in the nation feemed 
to revive. The parliament was equally fet againft 
the Prclb]rterian8 and the Papifts ; an a6l was made 
[A. D. 1673.] called the Te/l aSf^ importing that 
every perfon in office and employment (hould take 
the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, receive the 
facrament in fome pari(h church before competent 
witneiTes, and fubfcribe a declaration, renouncing 
the dodtrine of tranfubftantiation. This was levelled 
againft the Duke of York, the King's brother, who 
had profefled himfelf a Papift, and whom the par* , 
liament fecretly aimed at excluding from the throne. 
The fears and difcontents of the nation were vented 
without reftraint 5 the appreheniions of a Popifli fuc- 
cefTor, an abandoned court, a parliament that had 
continued, without a new ckaion, for feventeen 
years; an alliance cemented with France, the fecrct 
enemy of England and the Protefftant religion ; and 
an unfuccesful and expenfive war with Holland, theif 
natural allies; all gave caufe to kindle a fpirit of 
indignation among the people. The court tried every 
method, but in vain, to fatisfy thefe murmurs, or ap** 
peafe them. Even the cofTee-faoufes were fuppreiled 
where fucb topics were generally debated* 



T* hi9 univerral ferment, is may leafily be' imaghiec}, 
brokfe out into an alarm^ When the fpirit of thfe 
tlnglidi is once excited, they either find obje<Jts of 
J^efcntmettt, or they make them. The rumour of a 
Popifii conspiracy Was firft propagated, [A. D. 1678.} 
and one Titus Oates foon appeared to give k confii'- 
mation« Titus Oates had been from his youth an in« 
digent and infamous adventurer. He was abandoned^ 
illiterate, and fhamelefs. He bad been once indided 
for penury^ afterwards chaplain of a man of war, 
smd diimiffed for unnatural practices. He then pro- 
feffed himfelf a Roman Catholic, went to the Jeiuits. 
College at St. Omer, but was difmiiled, after fom^ 
refidence there, with infiamy. He then returned tb 
London, filled with projefls of revenge ; and the 
animofities of this tinhappy nation foon appeared a 
proper place of nourUhment to give this viper's viru- 
lence efle<9:.-He depofed upon oath, that the Jefuits, 
fcveral of whom he named, and who were foon after 
taken up, had tried the King under the name of the 
Slack Baftari^ condemned him as ian heretic, and re* 
■Iblved to deprive him of life: that feveral attempt^, 
had been made without fuccefs, and that not only 
the King's brother, but even the Queen were privy 
to the defign. The houfe of commons immediately 
took fire at this pretended confpiracy j they petitioned 
jfbr removing the Queen, rewarded Oates with ft 
penfion of twelve hundred pounds, and immediately 
ordered the confpirators to be tried in the courts of 

i'uftice. Several Jefuits were tried ; their very profef- 
ion was at that time fuficient to deftroy them > be* 
fofe a partial Judge and an exafperated Jury, nt> 
mercy could be expected, and feveral, thougb appa* 
lently innocent, were executed as tray tors upon this 
mifcreant^s information. Coleman, the Duke of 
York's fccretary, Ireland,. Pickering,^ Grove, Fen- 
Urick^ and Wnitebread were among the firft that 
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fcll ; they died [A. D. 1679.] declaring then iono' 
cence to the UR moment of their lives. 

While the ProteftantG were labouring to humble 
boih the Puritans and the Papifis, thcj'c two paitia 
were at the fame time mutually employed in ruining 
each other. Plot was fet againft plot ; that con' 
trived by Oatci was called the Jefiuu Plot ; that fet 
to oppofe it was called by the name of the Meetui 
jPyefjasthefchemeoftheconrpiracy was found hidden 
in a mcaUtub. This was a dcfign againil Oatet, 
for his perjuries had drawn upon him the furious le- 
fentment of the Catholic party ; they were deter- 
mined to take away his life by the fame falfe cri- 
dence by which he bad uken the lives of To many of 
iheir fraternity. 

Of all thefe plots tending to dilhirb the peace of 
the kingdom, it is laid the £arl of Shaftefbury was at 
the bottom ; he bad been a member of the Long 
Parliament in the civil wars, and had gained ercai 
influence among th^; Prefbytciians ; be had inSiiir- 
ated himfelf into the confidence of Cromwell, and. 
afterwards employed his credit in forwarding the rc- 
Aoration. He had been made one of the privy- 
council in the prefent reign, but was ejei^cd thence 
for the duplicity of bis condudl. He was pofTefTed 
of uncommon abilities, joined with turbulence, dif- 
fimulatioo, and unbounded ambition. It was thought 
that this nobleman, in revenge for his difgracc at 
cOLtr, headed the demagogue faction, and alarmed 
the King with unceafing dangers. 

He artfully incteafed the people's apprehenfions of 
a Popifh fucceflbr, and, by his interelV, brought a 
bill into the houfe of commons for the exclufion of 
James Duke of York from the fuccelBon. In the 
national animofity raifed againft Papifts, it was no 
difficult matter to have it pafTed through the houfe 
of commons ; but, being prefentcd to the houfe of 
peers, it yiis thrown out by a great majority. 
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The commons were greatly incenfed at this re« 
pulfe, but particularly their anger fell upon the Earl 
of Halifax, who exerted him^lf in the oppoiition. 
Halifax, difregarded their anger, fecure in confcious 
innocence. But their rage fell with more weight 
upon Lord Stafford, who had long been a prifoner 
in the Tower, upon the depofition of Oates. Not- 
withftanding his age, his weak intelleds, and the 
juftnefs of his defence, hewas arraigned, condemned^ 
and executed for a plot, which had its only founda* 
tion in perjury and fubornation. All things threat- 
ened a renewal of the former, troubles from which 
the kingdom had been but lately fet free. The 
commons prefented petition after petition to the 
King, deiiring the punifhment of Papifts, and the 
abridgement of the royal prerogative, [A. D. i68o*] 
They feemed willing to intimidate the King, or to 
inflame the nation. At length Charles fhewed a 
degree of fortitude that furprized even his friends i 
Jbe reje&ed their petitions with contempt, and dif- 
iblved the parliament that had abufed their power* 
: The ftate of the nation at that time, with regard 
to religion, was thus : The principal men at courts 
. if the.y profeffed any, were of theeftablifhed church ; 
ib were all the men of great property, as well as the 
dregs of the people ; but that body of men who voted 
at ele£i:ions, placed between a ftate of opulence and 
penury, were in general Prefbyterians. They were 
therefore willing to return reprefentatives only of 
that perfuaflon. 

Charles, however, was refolved to try one parlia- 
ment more, and appointed them to meet him at Ox- 
ford, the city of London having long been difpleafing, 
by reafon oif their republican principles, l^he new 
parliament, however, feemed if ill more turbulent than 
the former; the members can e armed, and attended 
by their friends and adherents, as if they expe£ied to 
fight, and not deliberate. The rc^xtfetvtaxvit& ot 
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London were in particular atteiujed b^ a numer^ui 
body of" horfemcn, wearing cockades, infcribed, Jft 
Ptptry, ns Sldvery. To declaim agaift Popery wai 
the voice of faction in the laft reign, and fuch it wai 
in the prefent. The h,\x,c fpirit that h:id animarni 
(he former parliament, feemed redoubled in thij. 
They infifted on the bill for excluding ihc Duke of 
York from the fucccHion ; tbe^ perftfted in declaring 
that all Papifts Ihould be banimed, and their children 
educated in the Protellant religion ; that the dodrine 
of pafKve obedience was injurious to the rights of 
fociety. In a word, the leaders of the oppoTitionVraa 
refolved to be d ifpleafcd with every tneafure (be King 
Could propnfe, and prepared to recall the former 
ariftocracy into the kingdom. Charlei, feeing that 
nothing could be expected Crom counfda managed 
by party, and not delibcratioti, once more difiblml 
this parliament, wilh a ftedfall rdblntion of never 
Calling anoihcr. 

This was a ftroke they had never expe^ed, anj 
which the times alone could juftify. From the mcH- 
ment the royal and parliamentary commotions were 
ended, Charles Teemed to rule with dejpotic power, 
and was refolved to leave to his fucceflbr the fauin 
and the misfortuntt of his adminiilration. His tem- 
per, which had been always eaTy and merciful, be- 
came arbitrary, and even cruel { he entertained fpi» 
and informers round the throne, and imprifoned all 
fuch as he thought rooft daring in their defigns. 
He refolved to humble the Prefbyterians ; thefe 
weredivelted of their employments, and their places 
filled with fuch as approved the dodttine of non-re^ 
fiftante. The clergy teltified their zeal to the court 
'by their writings and femions { the partizans of the 
King were mott numerous J but thofe of the oppofito 
fadioR were more etitcrprifing ; the mutual animo- 
iity of each was inflamed into rage and rancour, and 
/fa? King optn\y declared bimfeLf at the bead of a 
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^kBCiofi. The dty of London particularly fell under 
lis refeiitment % he deprived th«>n of thtir charter^ 
nd only reftored it when he had fubjeded the elec-« 
ion of their itiagiftrates to his immediate authority^ 

Such an arbitrary adminiftration could not fail of 
xciting new infurre£lions ^ feveral noblemen, among 
fihotii were the Duke of Monmouth, the King's na^ 
^ural fon, the lords Shaftesbury, Ruilel, Grey, and 
>thers, entered into a combination [A. D. 1683.] to 
leftroy the King, which was called after the Rye^ 
Smfe plot» The confpirators met at the houfe of one 
ihepherd, a wine-merchant^ where they propofed « 
rifing in London, Briftol, Devonfhire^ and Chefhire* 
They agreed upon a declaration for juftifyiiig theit 
defign^ but the fchemfe was ^t firft delayed from the 
dificulty of the preparations previous to taking the 
field, and foon after difcovered by one Keiling, wh6 
expaQed to earn a pardon for hiinfeJf by impeaching 
his aflbciates. As the plot begari to open, new in* 
formers came in; Monmouth abfcdnded^ Qre^ 
efcapedthe meflenger who hadbeehfent to arrefthim^ 
Ru&l was Committed to the Tower, and Shaftef* 
bury, who forefaw the danger, had taken refuge 
in nolland. Lord Eflex, Sidney, the famous legif* 
iator, and Hampden^ grandfon to him 6f that name^ 
Were informed againft, and Committed fo coiifine^ 
ment. 

The principal informer upon this occafion wa$ 
Lord Howard, a man every way debauched, and 
who was willing to accept infamy for fafety : by 
his evidence Ruffel and Sidney virere condemned, and 
died with that intfepidity which was v^orthy a bet* 
ter caufe. While thefe men were thus executed^i 
Monmouth was in' the mean time foil ici ting his par-*' . 
Aoti \ and he who was moft cuipabk, as his crime* 
was moft unnatural, eafily obtained it. 

The ^verities exercifed in the latter part of thil 
ptiga arofe merely from the UdLutuc^ ot ^^"^^^oiftst 
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of York, who was as much inclined to cruelty by 
nature, as his brother Charles was prone to forgive- 
nels. His authority was become terrible even to the 
miniftry ; by his advice the King feized upon all the 
charters of the corporators, in order to extort mo- 
ney for bavihe them renewej* Partiality and op- 
preffion were che infiruments pf his power, and bi- 
gotry and innovation the objeSs of his -wifli. At 
this period the reign of Charles was as abfoluteas 
that of any Monarch in Chriftendom, and new dif- 
contents and treafons were fecretly difTufmg their 
poifon, while the fpirit of liberty ftill ftruggled hard 
againft the fpirit of obedience, which the clergy at- 
tempted to inculcate* Another civil war threatened 
the nation,'~fl:iJl mpre dreadful than the former, as 
the forces were more equally divided. But Charles 
happily died before thofe calamities could return ; he 
was fuddenly feized with an apoplediic fit, in the 
iifty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty-fifth of 
his reign. The people, though they defpifed his ad- 
miniftration, loved his perfon ; they were willing to 
bear with the faults of one whofe whole behaviour 
was a continued inftance of good-nai^re and affabi- 
lity 'y but they were by no means willing to grant 
the fame indulgence to his iucceflbr, whom they 
faated^for his pride, his religion, his cruelty, and 
conneflions.^ He was unfit to walk in the irregular 
fteps of his predeceffor; and, when he purfued the 
fame route, fatal experience foon convinced him 
that he had at once miitaken himfelf and the people 
he attempted to command. 

• But, though England, during the reign of Charles, 
feemed, in fome meafure, agitated like the ocean 
after a ftorm, yet commerce continued to increafe 
'.with its ufual celerity and fuccefs. The manufac- 
ture of certain fluffs, glafs, copper, fteel, paper, 
hats, and ftockings, were now brought to perfec- 
//ojj. Upon the baniihing t\ie troi^&^tvt^ ^\om 
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Prance, numbers came and fettled here, and brought 
:heir arts with them. This application to arts and 
:ommerce gave England great weight in the balance 
>f Europe; Britain became the center of politics and 
irms. Though literature was but little encouraged 
t)y the Sovereign, yet the l^rned made great profi- 
:iency in every department of fcience ; and the 
philofophers of England began to take the lead. 
Newton, Tillotfon, Gurnet, Hobbes, and Shaftef- 
bury enlarged the land-marks of human knowledge ; 
Butler, Dryden, Otway, gave ftrength and propriety 
to the language. In a word, the charadler of the 
nation now began to alter ; the natural rudenefs of 
the inhabitants began to take a poliih from good 
breeding, and Britiih ferocity to meliorate into 
focial politenefs. 



LETTER XLVII. 



A 



s we defcend, we find the materials for Engliih 
hiftory increafeV* the minuted tranfa£lions are re- 
corded with prolixity ; and thefe, however dry and 
unimproving to fome, are yet both intereftlpg and 
fatisfa£tory to others. In fuch a profuiion of mate- 
rials I muft be content rather. to give the fpirit of 
the following reigns, than pretend to exhibit an hi- 
ftorical detail of particular interefts and intrigues. 
It will be enough to mark thofe ftrong out-lines that 
may probably efcape the wreck of time, when the 
internal colouring (hall fade. As hiftory increafes. 
in time by the addition of new events, adi epitome 
becomes more neceflUry to abridge its excrefcences. ^ 

The Duke of Yorlc, who fucceeded his brother, 
[A. D. 1684.] with the title of King James the Se- 
cond> bad been bred a Papift> and was ftio^^^ Vk\^\- 
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ted to his priiiciples. It is the property of that reli* 

S;ion, almoft ever, to contrail the fphere of the un« 
erftanding ; and, until people are, in fome meafuK, 
difengaged from its prejudices, it is impoffible to lay 
a JMft claim to extenfive views, or confifteiicy sf 
defign. The intelleds of this Prince were naturally 
weak, and hie bigotted principles ftijl rendered them 
more feeble; he conceived the ridiculous prpjed of 
reigning in the arbitrary manner of his predccefibr, 
and changing the eftaUiflied religion of fajs country) 
«t a dme when his perfon was hated, and the dfau 
blifhed religion was univerfally approved. 

The people ef England were now entirely ckuigri 
from wliat they had been in the times of Hemyi 
Mary, and Elizabeth, who had altered religion it 
will. Learning was now as much cultivated by tfae 
laity as by the priefthood j every man now pretended 
to think for himfelf, and had rational grounds for 
his opinion. In the beginning of the reformation 
the Monarchs had only to bring over tie clergy, in 
order totally to change the modes of belief, for the 
people were entirely guided by their paftors. To 
influence the priefthood was an eafy taik. The 
hopes of preferment, or the fears of degradation, 
entirely fubjeded the confciences of the clergy to the 
royal will. Such it was then ; but the circum- 
ftanoes of the nation were, at prefent, entirely al? 
tered ; and, to make a change in religion, it would 
have been neceflary to tamper with every individual 
•in the ftate. But James had no idea of the altera- 
tion of circumftances ; his fituation, he thought, 
fuppHed him with authority, and his zeal furnimed 
him with hope of accomplifliing this' chimerical dc- 
£gn. 

T he fuccefs he met with in crufhing a rebellion, 
in the opening of his reign, feemed to promife a 
favourable omen towards th^ completion of his 
w Jibes ^ The i^uke of Monmouth) who bad long 



n at die head of fa(9ian, and, inflamed all the 
ontent that molefted the late King's r/sign, wa« 
if refolved to aim at the crowo. He was the dar<v 
I of the people ^ and fome averred that the Kinff 

married his mother, and owned his legitimacy 
lis death. The Earl of Argyle feconded his views, 

they formed the (cheme of a double infurre<Siion» 

grk firft landed in Scotland, [A. D. 1685.] pu^* 
ed his manifeftoes, put himielf at the head of 

> thoufand five hundred men, and attempted to 
uence the nation ; but a formidable body of tlsc 
3g's forces coming againft him, his army fell away, 
i he faimfelf, after being wounded in attempting 
:icape, was taken by a p^fant, ftanding up to hk 
:k in water. Being brought to Edinburgh, he 
pared for death, well knowing that it was not in 

Kill's nature to forgive an enemy. 
The Duke of Monmouth was not more fortunate; 
failed from the Texel with three veilels, and ar» 
'A on the coafts of D<»rfec(hjre with about fourt- 
re followers. The country foon flocked in to his 
idard, and in two days his army was increafed tp 

> thoufand men. The Earl of Feverfliam was 
t to oppofe bim, and took poft at Sedgemore, a 
age in Somerfetftirek Monmouth refolved to 
vt him, and began his march about eleven in the 
;ht, with profound filence ; but the RoyaUfts were 
pared for his reception. The action began at 
'-break ; Lord Grey, who commanded the Duke 
Monmouth's horfe, was routed at the flrft onfet. 
le Duke, at the head of his infantry, bravely 
intained his ground until he was charged in flank 
the ^lemy's horfe, who had been juft now vicio- 
us. A total iXHit enfued ; three hundred were 
ted in the engagement, and a thoufand in the 
rfuit. The Duke efcaped the carnage, and, in a 
pherd's difguife, fled op foot^ attended by a faith- 
companion^ who kal feUovf«d ^\a tonus^s^ \ttXo 
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England. Thus they travelled onward towards Dor- 
fetuire, till, quite exhaufied with hunger and fa* 
tigue, they lay down in a field, and covered them- 
felves with ftubble. In this forlorn iltuation he was 
found, with fome peafe in his pocket, which he had 
gathered in the fields to fuflain life. His fpirit funk 
with his misfortunes; he wrote to the King; im- 
plored his mercy ; the King gave him an audience, 
as if willing to fatisfy his vengeance with the fight of 
a rival's mifery. But his. death was determined, 
and no intreaties could extort royal clemency. On 
the fcaflFold he refumed his former courage, dandled 
the ax, declared that he meant well to the^ nation^ 
and his head was cut off, but,not till after the third 
blow. 

But it were happy for the nation, and fortunate 
for the King, if the blood that was already {hpi 
had been thought a fuflicient expiation for the late 
offence. The vidorious army behaved with the 
moft favage cruelty to the priioncrs taken after the 
battle. Their inhumanity was properly feconded by 
JefFeries, who was fent on the weftern circuit to try 
the infurgents. His furious thirfl of blood being 
inflamed by continual intoxication, he threatened, 
calumniated, and threw afide even the appearance oi 
clemency. Men and women indifcriminately felt the 
efFedls of his favage zeal ; and not lefs than twc 
hundred and fifty perfons expired under circum- 
fiances of wanton cruelty. Cruel Kings ever find 
crael miniflers. 

It was not to be expeSed, that thefe butchcrie 
could acquire the King the love or the confidence 
of his people, or tend to alter their opinions, a 
they rather excited the fccret abhorrance of ever; 
honeft man. Yet he thought this a time favourable 
for the carrying on his fcheme of religion and ar 
bitrary government. An attempt at arbitrary powc 
Jn Charles lyas, in fome tueafurc^^xcut^Vik^ ^.^ K 
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d a republican fa£lion to oppofe ; and it might 
ve been prudent, at that time, to overfiep juftice^ 

order to attain (ecurity ; but the fame dengns in 
mes were as unneceilaiy as impradlicable, ftnce 
ere were few republicans remaining, and the people 
;re fatisfied with limited monarchy. But this weak 
d deluded Monarch was refolved to imitate one or 
ro Princes of Europe, who had juft before rendered— ' 
emielves abfolute ; and he was incited to this 
oje6lby Lewis XIV, who fecretly defired his de- 
'u£lion. Thus inftigated, he began his defigns 
ith the meafures which he ihould not have ufed 
II their completion. He fent a fplendid ambafly to 
ome, to acknowledge his obedience to the Popes 
inocent, who then fuled the chair, was too good a 
>litician to approve thofe childifli meafures, and 
2ve his ambaflador a very cool reception. He was 
:n(lble that the King was openly ftriking at thofe 
lws and opinions which it was his buiinefs to un- 
Ermine in Ifilence and fecurity. The Cardinals 
'ere even heard facetioufly to declare, thai the King 
}Quld h excommunicated for thus endeavouring to over^ 
irn the fmall remains of tl^perj that jetfubftfted in 
^n^land. 

James, notwithftapding thefe difcouragementa, 
ras yet refolved to profecute his favourite fcheme 
nth. vigour. Upon evi^ry occafioa the Catholics 
hared his confidence and favour. Hugh Peters, his 
onfeiTor, ruled his conference, and drove him blindly 
brward to attempt innovation. He became every 
lay more and more ambitious of making converts ; 
iie Ifarl of Sunderland facrificed his religion to 
lis ambition ; the Earl of Rochefter loft his employ* 
nent of treafurer, for refuting to alter his religion* 
The King (looped fo low as to his officers ; a rough 
Toldier one day anfwered his remonilrances by fay- 
ing that he was pre-engaged, for he bad promlded 
the Kinjr of Morocco^ when be w^^ qu^ve^c^^ "^x 
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Tangiers, that, (hould he ever change his rel 
he would turn Mahometan. 

An Ecclefiaftxal Court was eredled, [A, D. i 
with power to pun^fh all delinquents, or fuch 
putcd by the court, with all manner of ecclefi 
cenfurcs. The Vice-chancellor of Cambridf 
fummoned before this court for having refufed 
mit one Francis, a Benedifline Monk, to the 
of maftcr of arts ; the Vice-chancellor wasd 
of his office, but .the univerfity perfifted in i! 
fufal, and the King thought proper to defift f 
purpofe. The Vice-prefijent and fellows of 1 
icn-collcge in Oxford were treated with mo 
lity. They refufed to admit one ^Farmer, 
convert, and one of a profligate life, w 
nominated by the King to the place of Pr 
now become vacant. The King next no 
Parker, Bifliop of Oxford ; but he was equ 
noxious for the fame reafons. The King 
in pcrfon to Oxford ; he reproached the fello 
irifolence and difobedience ; but neither he, 
minifters, could prevail to alter the refolu 
this focicty. The fellows were expelled bj 
der, and their places filled with Papifts, • 
knew would be more obedient to his comm; 

His dcfigns hitherto were fufficiently m 
but he was now refolved entirely to throw 
mafk. By his permiflion the Pope's Nuncio r 
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)n to favour arbitrary powerj and its reproach 
courage perfecutipn. The Engliih had too 
fmarted under both to be willing again to fub- 
I either. Seven Bifhops, who had received the 
's exprefs orders to cau fe th is declaration of liberty 
ifcience to be read in their churches, refufed to 
ly. They drew up a modeft petition to cxcufe 
refufal, which only ferved to increafe the King's 
ment and rage. They were cited before the 
:il, [A. D. 1687. ]and ftill adhered to their for- 
efolution with that firmnefs which is the cha- 
iftic of virtue. The Attorney-general was 
id to profecute them for publifhing fedition, 
bridging, the King's prerogative. They were 
littedprifonersto the Tower, conduced thither ' 
I the prayers and condolence of an incredible 
tude of the populace, who regarded them a« 
ers for truth. T'he day appointed for their tryal 
d ; this caufe was looked upon as the crifis of 
Ih freedom ; the council managed the debate 
>th fides with learning and candour j the jury 
Irew into a chamber, where they paffed the 
i night, but next morning returned into court, 
eclared the Bifliops not guilty. The joy of the 
ej on this occafion, was inexpreflible; the whole 
and the country around, feemed at once to catch 
louts of exultation; they even reached the camp, 
; the King was then fitting at dinner, who ■ 
them with indignation and amazement. 
the Bifliops teftified the rcadihefs of martyrs, 
pport of their religion, James fhevved no kTs 
lacy in his attempts towards the eftabliftimciic 
i own. Finding the clergy averfe to his dc- 
, he next tried what he could do with the army, 
lought, if one regiment would promife implicit 
ience, their example would foon induce otbc:s 
e fame compliance. He ordered one of the :•>:- 
ms to be drawn up in his prefcnc^, ?lwA t!d\x^^ 
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that fuch 33 were againft his late declaration' of ii- 
berty fhould lay down their arms. He was furprizcd 
to fee the whole battalion ground their arms, escefL 
two oificers and a few Roman Catholic foldiers. 

Oppofttion only ferved to incrcafe the ini^tualtd 
Monarch's zeal; he was continually ,fliniilljU^ Iff 
his Queen and his priefts to proceed rafhly onward. 
But he was particularly urged on by the Jefuit Pe- 
ters, his conf(.-nbr, an ambitious and intriguing prieit, 
whom fome hidorians have even accufed of being 
the creature of the Prince of Orange, the King^ 
fon-in-law, who had long fince conceived hopes of 
feizing the crown. James now, therefore, iOiied 
orders for profecuting all thofe clergymen who hwl 
forborne to lead his declaration. He placed one 
GifFord, a Doaor of the Sorbonne, at the head of 
Magdalen- col lege, and likewife nominated him to 
the fee of Oxford, lately become vacant. Even 
member of the Church of England now faw their 
danger ; and Whigs and Tories united their cffonEi 
to oppofe it. 

William, Prince of Orange, had married Maiy 
the daughter of King James. This Prince bid bceo 
early immerfed in £inger, calamities, and politici) 
the defigns of France, and the turbulence of Hol- 
land, had ferved to iharpen his taiente, and givea 
him a propenfity for intrigue. This great politiciu 
and foldier concealed beneath a phlegmatic appear- 
ance, a moll violent and boundlefs ambition, all his 
actions ilvere levelled at power, while his difcourfe ne- 
ver betrayed the wifhea of his heart. His temper was 
cold and fevere, his genius aftivc and piercing; be 
was valiant without oAcntation, and politic without 
addrefs ; difdainlng the pleafures, or the elegancies of 
life, yet eager after the phantom of pre-eminence. 
He was no ftranger to the murmurs of the Knglifl, 
sod. was refolvcd to turn them to bis intereft. He 
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lercfore accepted the invitations of the nobility and 
thers, and ftill mare willingly embarked in the 
aufe, as be found the malecontents had concerted 
heir meafures with prudence and fecrecy, 

A fleet was equipped fufficient to tranfportlifteen 
houfand troops ; and it was at firft given out that 
his armament was defigned againft France. James, 
\X, length, began to fee his own errors and the dif- 
x)ntentsof the people ; he would now have retrafled 
lis meafures in favour of Popery, but it was too 
late ; the fleet of the Prince was already failed, and 
had landed thirteen thoufand troops at the village of 
Broxholme in Torbay. 

. The expe&ations oCthe Prince of Orange feemed, 
at firft, to be frufl:rated \ very few Englilhmen of- 
fered him their fervices, though the people were, in 
general, well affe£led to his deiign« Slight repulfc^s 
were not fufficient to intimidate a general who had, 
from early youth, encountered adverflty ; he conii* 
Bued ten days in expedation of being Joined by the 
Bialecontents without fuccefs ; but, juft when he be- 
gan to deliberate about reimbarking his forces, he 
was joined by feveral perfons of confequence, and 
the country people came flocking to his flandard. 
From this day his numbers began to increafe ; the 
nobility, which had compofcd the court and council 
of King James, ^ now left their old Mafter to folicic 
protedion from the new. 

. Lewis XIY. had long forefcen this defedion, and 
had formerly offered the King thirty thoufand men 
for his fecurity. This was then refufed by James, 
by the advice of funderland, his favourite, who was 
fecretly in the intereft of the Prince of Orange, 
James, however, now requefted afliftance from France, 
when it was too late. He wrote in vain to Leopold, 
Emperor of Germany, who only returned for an-» 
fwer, that what he had forefeen had happened. He 
had (omc depcndaace on his fteet^ but ^t.^^t\^ 
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entirely difafFeflcd. In a word, his interefts were 
deferted by iill j for he had long deferted them 
hiinfelf. He was at the head of an army of twen^ 
thoufand men, and it is pol&ble that, had he ltd 
thecn to the combat without granting them time 
for deliberation, they might have fought in hii 
favour; but he was involved in a maze of fean 
and fufpicions ; the defeclion of thofe he mofi con- 
iided in toolc away his power of deliberation, and hif 
perplexity was iucreafed, when told that the Princt 
of Denmark and Anne, his favourite daughter, hsJ 
gone over to the Prince of Orange. In this exigence 
he could not re^irefs his tears, and in the agony of 
his heart was heard to exclaim, God help Tne, my ova 
fhil/irin havi fo'-fahn mc. * 

He now hung over the precipice of deftruflion ! 
invaded by one fon-in-law, abandoned by another, 
hated by his fubje^ts, and deteilred by thole who hid « 
fuffered beneath his cruelty. He aflemblcd the fev 
noblemen who ftill adhered to his interefts, and de^ 
jnanded thcjr advice and affiftance. Adreffing him- 
felf to the Earl of Bedford, father to Lord Ruffel, 
who was beheaded by James's intrigues in the pre- 
ceding reign, My Lord, faid he, ym are an Jxmfi 
malt, have great cridlt^ and can da me fignal fervia* 
jfh. Sir, replied the Ear), / am old and JeeiJt, I cea 
do you but little fervid ; but 1 once had a fin thai auld 
have ajfyled ysu, but he is na mart. James was fq 
flruck with this reply, that he could not fpeak for 
fome minutes. 

The King was naturally timid ; and fomccounfel- 
]ors about him, either fharinghis fears, or bribed by 
the Prince, contributed to increafe bis appreheofions. 
They reminded him of the fate of Charles I, and ag- 
gravated the turbulence of the people. He was, at 
length perfuaded to think of nying from a. nation 
he could no longer govern, and of taking refuge at 
the court ofFrBJiCe, where lie wsia titt of finding 
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QSftance and proteftion. Thus inftruded, he firft 
5nt away his Queen, who arrived fafely at Calais j 
rid foon after, difguifing himfclf in a plain drefs, 
»« want down to Feverfliam, and embarked on board 
. fmal veflel for France. But his misfortunes ftill 
:ontinued to follow him ; the veflel was detained by 
he common people, who not knowing their Sove • 
9ign, 'fobbed, inful ted, and abufed him. He was 
low perfuaded by the Earl of Winchelfea to return 
:o Londoti, where he was once more received amidft 
:he acclamations of the people. 

The return of James was by no means agreeable 
to William, though he well knew how to diiTemble. 
It was his interefl and his defign to incrcafe the for- 
faken Monarch's apprehenfions, fo as to induce him 
to fly. He therefore received the news of his return 
i¥ith a haughty air, and ordered him to leave White* 
hall, and retire to Richmond. The King remon- 
Rrated againft Richmond, and defired that Rochefter 
might be appointed as the place of his abode. The 
Prince perceived his intention was to leave the king- 
dom ; nor did one wifh for flight more ardently thaqi 
the other defired him away. The King foon con- 
curred with his defigns : after flaying but a fhort 
time at Rochefter, he fled to the fea-flde, attended 
by his natural fon the Duke of Berwick, where he 
embarked for France, and arrived in fafety, to en- 
joy, for the reft of life, the efnpty title of a King, 
and the appellation of a Saint, a title which flill flat- 
tered him more. There he continued to refide among 
a people who pitied, ridiculed, and defpifed him. He 
inroiled himfelfin the order of Jefuits ; and the court 
of Rome, for whom he had loft all, repaid him only 
with indulgences and pafquinades. 

From this moment the conftitution of England^ 
that had fluctuated for fo many ages, was Axed. 
The nation, reprefented by its parliament, deter- 

£4 ' mined 
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mined the long contcftcd limits between the ^^5 f^A 
and the ncople ; they prefcribed to the Prince i |^ 
Orange the terms by which he was to rule ^ ^ 
chofe him for King, jointly with Mary, who W 
the next Proteftant heir to the' crown. They ivcR 
crownedbythe titles of William III. andMarv,Kuf 
and Queen of England. The Prince faw his ainU- 
tion, at length, gratified ; and his wifdom was repaid 
with that crown which the folly of his prcdecdbf 
had given away. 

LETTER XLVm, 

1 hough William was chofen King of England, 
his power was limited on every fide ; and the oppo« 
iition he met with from his parliaments ftill lefiened 
his authority. His fway in Holland, where he was 
but the Stadtholder, was far more arbitrary ; fo that 
he might, with greater propriety, have been csdied 
the King of the United Provinces, and the ^tadt- 
holder of England. He was not fufficiehtly ac- 
iquainted with the difiiculty of governing the nation 
by which be was ele<9ed ; he cxpcEtcd in them a 
people ready to fccond the views of his ambition in 
humbling France j but he found them more apt to 
fear for the invafion of their domeftic liberties from 
himfelf. . 

His reign commenced, however, with the fame 
attempt which had been the principal caufeofall 
the difturbances in the preceding reign, and had ex- 
cluded th« Monarch from the throne. William was 
a Calvinift, and naturally averfe to perfecution. He 
therefore began by attempting to repeal thofe laws 
that enjoined uniformity of worfhip ; and, though he 
could not entirely fuccecd in his defign, yet a tole- 
ration 



In a Series of Letters. 8i 

•n was granted to fuch Diflenters as fliould take 
>atbs of allegiance, and hold no private conven- 
s. The Papifts alfo enjoyed the lenity of his 
rnment; and, though the laws againft them con- 
:d to fubfift, yet they were feldom piit into rigo- 

execution. What was criminal in James Was 
ous in his fucceflbr : James only wanted to in- 
ice perfecution by pretending to difown it; Wil- 

was averfe to periecution from principle ; and 
; fufFered for religious opinions during hisreign^ 
jt, though William was acknowledged in Eng- 
, Scotland was ftil undetermined. The. parlia- 
: of that country, however, foon recognized his 
ority, an d took that opportunity to abo ljlh ^pif- 
cy, virhich had been long difagreeable to the na-^ 

.. Nothing DOW remained to the depofed Mo- 
by of all his former dominions, but Ireland. Hi^ 
: was efpoufed by all the Catholics of thatcoun- 
M^ho were much more numerous there than thofist 
le proteftant perfuaiion. The King of France, 
r touched with compaf&on for his fufferings, or 
ng to weaken a rival kingdom by promoting its 
nal diflenfions, granted James a fleet and fome 
>s» to aflfert his claims there. On the feventh day 
lay this unhappy Monarch embarked at Breft, 
on the twenty«fecond arrived at Kinfale. He 
received by the Catholics of Ireland with open 
. The rroteftants, who were unanimoufl/ 
:hed to King William, had been previoufljr 
med by TyrconneJ, their Lord-lieutenant, and 
pift. James made his public entry into Dublin 
lit the acclamations of the inhabitants. He was 
by a Popifh proceffion, bearing the hoft, which 
ublicly adored ; and this ferved to alienate the ' 
Proteftants of that kingdom, who ftiil adhered 
is caufe. A fmall party of that religipn were 
vcd to defend their lives and liberties in the little 
of Londonderry. They wcr« b^fveg^d ^ x\v^ 

£ 5 \w^^% 
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forces of King James, and fufFered all the 
catcd miferies of war, famine, and bigotted 
but, determined never to yield, they rejediec 
latio{), and always repulfed the befiegers wii 
derable lofs. At length, fupplies and fuccoi 
ing from England, [A.D. 1689.] King Jam* 
tbought proper to raife the ficge. 

The cruelties exercifed upon the Protefta 
as (hocking as unneceflary ; foldiers were p 
to pillage them without redrefs ; and they w< 
pelled to accept bafe money in exchange 
commodities they were forced to fell. But t 
ferings were foon to have a period. The 
Schomberg was font over, witli afBftance ; a 
liainhimfeif fcon afier followed, and landed 
rickfergus« He was met by numbers of th' 
tants, who had fled from perfecution ; and 
the head of fix and thirty thoufand men, he 
fcly«dtogoinqueftof the enemy. Having 
to Dundalk, and then to Ardee, he> at leng 
in fight of the IrHh- army. The river B 
betwce» the two armies, the front of the Iri 
Secured by a morafs and a rifing ground. T 
Aacies were infuflScient to prevent the ardour 
liam, wfho, when his friend the Duke of Scl 
cxpoftulated. upon the danger boldly, replies 
a tardy vi^ory would bo worfe than a defeat 
Duke, findii?g his advice not rclifhed, retire 
Jtent i-a a. melancholy manner, as if he ha 
fcience of his own misfortune. Early in th< 
iiig,at fix o'clock, Kir^ William g^ve o 
pa(^ the river i the army paffed iathree differ 
ces» and' the battle began with unufual 
Thi& Irifti troops, which- Have been recko 
Veft fn Europe abroad, have always fought ; 
cntljr at home ;, they fled, after a long refiftam 
precipitation, and left the French and Swi 
mtuts^ who came to their affiftance,, to m 



beft retreat they could. William led on his horfe in 
perfon, and contributed, by his aSivity and vie^ilance, 
to fecure the victory. James was not in the battle, 
bnt flood aloof, during the a£lion, on the hill of 
Dunmore furrounded with feme fquadrons of horfe ; 
and, at intervals, was heard to exclaim, when he faw 
his own troops repulfing the enemy, Ofparemy Eng^ 
tijh fuhjeSs. The Irifli loft about fifteen hundred 
men, and the Englifli about one third of that num-> 
ber ; but the death of the Duke of Schomberg, who 
was fliot as he was croffing the water, feemed to out- 
weigh all the numbers of the enemy. He had been 
long a foldier of fortune, and fought under almoft 
cvfery power in Europe. His fkill in war was un- 
parallelled, and his fidelity eaual to his courage. 
The number of battles in which he had been, per- 
fonally engaged, was faid to equal the number of his 
years ; .and he died aged eighty-two. James fled, 
regardlefs of the fafety of his foldiers. William rode 
round the fceneof flaughter, relieving the wounded, 
as well of the enemy's troops as his own. O Regan, 
an old IriQi captain, was heard to fay upon this oc- 
cafion. That, if the Englifh would exchange gene- 
rals, the conquered army would fight the battle over 
again. 

This blow totally deprefied the hopes of James ; 
he fled to Dublin, advifcd the magiftrates to get the 
beft terms they could from th^ victor, then fet out 
for Watcrford, where he embarked for France, in a 
vefTcl prapared for his reception. Had he poflcflcd 
either conduft or courage, he might ftill have headed 
his troops, and fought with advantage \ but prudence 
forfook him with g:ood fortune. 

His friends were ftill fefolved to fecond his inte- 
refts, though he had abandoned them himfelf. After 
his refr^at, another defperate battle was fought at 
Aughrim, in which his adverfaries were again victo- 
rious^ Limerick, a ilrong city in the fouthern part of 
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the kingdom, ftill hdd out in his favour. This city 
was beheged, and made a brave defence ; but, dt- 
f pairing of the King'^ fortunes, the garrifon, at 
length, capitulated ; [A« D. 1691.] the Roman C>- 
tholics, by .this capitulation, were reftored to dK 
enjoyment of fuch liberty in the exercife of their 
religion, as they had poflefled in the reign of Charles 
II; and about fourteen thoufand of thofe who had 
fought in favour of King James, had permifllon to 
go over to France, and tranfports were provided for 
their reception. 

The conqueft of Ireland being thus completed, 
the only hopes of the fugitive King now depended 
on the afliftance of Lewis XIV, who promifed to 
make a defcent upon England jn his favour. The 
French King was pun£^ual ; he fupplied the fugitive 
Monarch with an army confifting of a body of French 
. troops, feme Englifh and Scotch refugees, and the 
Iri(h regiments which had been tranfported from 
.LimerickintoFrance,by longdifcipline, now become 
i^xcellent foldiers. This army was afiembled between 
Cherbourg and La Hogue ; King James commanded 
it ih perfon ; and more than three hundred tranfports 
were provided for landing it on the Engliih (hore. 
Tourville, the French admiral, at the head of fixty- 
three ihips of the line, was appointed to favour the 
'defcent, and had orders to attack the enemy, if they 
ihould attempt to oppofe him. All things confpircd' 
Mco revive the hopes of the hitherto unfortunate King. 
Thefe preparations on the fide of France were 
foon known at the court of England, and precautiom 
«vere taken for a vigorous oppofition ; [A. D. 1692.] 
all the fecret machinations of the baniibed King's 
adherents were early difcovered to the Engliih mii^i* 
llry by fpies ; and they took proper meafures to defeat 
them. Admiral RuiTel was ordered to put to fea with 
all poiiible expedition ; and he foon appeared with 
ninety-nine ihips of the line, befides frigates and 
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firefliips. Both fleets met at La Hogu^. On the fuc- 
cers of this engagement all the hopes of James de- 

{ tended ; but the vidory was on the fide of the £ng- 
ifh) and of numbers; the combat continued ten 
hours, and the purfuit two days ; fifteen French men 
"of war were deftroyed ; and the blow was fo decifive, 
that from that time France feemed to relinquifli her 
claims to the ocean. 

• James was now reduced to the loweft ebb of dc- 
fpondence ; his defigns upon England were quite 
fruflrated ; nothing was now left his friends but ter* 
rors and defpair, or the hopes of afiaffinating the Mo- 
narch on the throne. Thefe bafe attempts, as barba- 
rous as they were ufelefs, were not intirely difagree- 
able to the temper of James : it is faid, he encouraged and 
propofed them ; but they all ended in the deftru<Stion 
of their undertakers. He pafled the reft of his days at 
St. Germains, a penfioner on the bounties of Lewis^ 
and affifled by occafionaliiberalitiesfrom hisdaughter, 
and friends in England. He died in 1700, at St^ 
Germains. Some pretend that miracles were wrought 
at his tomb. We have feen few depofed Kings that 
have not died with a reputation for fandtity. 

The defeat at La Hogue confirmed King William's 
fafety and title to the crown : the Jacobites were 
now a feeble and a difunited fa£Uon; new parties 
-therefore arofe among thofe who had been friends of 
■the revolution, and William found as much oppo- 
fition from his parliament at home, as from the ene- 
my in the field. His chief motive for accepting the 
crown was to engage England more deeply in the 
concerns of Europe. ' It had ever been his ambition 
to humble the French, whom he confidered as the 
moft formidable enemies of that liberty which he 
idolized ; and all his politics lay in making alliances 
againft them. Many of the Englifh, on the other 
iiiind, bad neither the fame animofity againft the 
JTrencb) nor the fame terrors of their increafing 
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power ; they therefore confidered the intcrefts of the 
nation as facriiiced to foreign connexions, and com- 
platned, that the war on the continent fell moft hea- 
vily on them, thought they had the leaft intereft ia 
its fuccefs. To thefe motives of difcontent was ad- 
ded his partiality to his own contrymen^ in prejudice 
of his Endifli fubjeSs, together with his proud 
referve and fullen iilence, fo unlike the behaviour 
of all their former Kings. William heard their 
complaints with the moft phlegmatic indifFerence ; 
the intereft of Europe alone employed all his atten- 
tion ; but while he incefTundy waked over the 
fchemes of contending Kings and nations, he was 
unmindful of the cultivation of internal polity. Pa- 
triotifm was ridiculed as an ideal virtue ; the prac- 
tice of bribing a majority in parliament became uni' 
verfal. The example of the great was caught up 
by the vulgar ; all principle, and even decency, was 
gradually baniihed ; talents lay uncultivated ; and the 
ignorant and profligate were received into favour. 

William, upon accepting the crown, was refolvcd 
to preferve, as much as he was able, the privileges of 
a Sovereign. He was, as yet, ihtirely unacquainted 
with the nature of a limited monarchy, which was 
not then thoroughly underftood in any part of Eu- 
rope, except in England alone. He therefore often 
controverted the views of his parliament, and was 
direAed by arbitrary councils; One of the firft in- 
ftances of this was, in the oppofition he gave to the 
bill for triennia l parliaments ; it had paft the two 
houfes, and was fent up to receive the royal aflfent, 
which William rcfufed to grant ; the commons then 
voted, that whoever adviiisd the King to this mca- 
fure, was ancnemy to his country. The bill, thus 
rejefted, lay dormant for another feafon ; and, being 
again brought in, the King found hiiiifelf obliged, 
though relu(Santly, to comply. The fame oppofi- 
tion, and the fame fuccefs, attended a bill for regu- 
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lating tryals in cafes of high treafon, by which the 
accufed was allowed a copy of his indiSment, and » 
lift of the names of his jury,' two days before his try af» 
together with council to plead in his defence. That 
no perfon fhould be indided, but upon the oaths of 
two faithful witnefles. This was- one of the molt 
falutary laws that had been long enabled ; but, while 
penal ftatutes were mitigated on one hand, they were 
ftrangely increafed by a number, of others. 

The great bufinefir of the parliament, from this 
period, feemed to conftft in rcftraining corrup- 
tion, and bringing fuch to juftice, as had grown 
wealthy from the plunder of the public. The num- 
ber of laws that were now enafted every feffion^ 
ieemed calculated for the fafety of the fubje<a ; but, 
in reality, were fymptoms of the universal corrup- 
tion. The more corrupt the commonwealth, the 
snore numerous are the laws. 

William was willing to admit all the refiraintli 
they chofe to lay on the royal prerogative in Eng- 
land, upon condition of being properly fupplied with 
the means of humbling the power of France. War, 
and foreign politics, were all he knew, or defired 
to underftand. The fums of money granted him for 
the profecution of this war wejfc incredible ; andthe 
nation, not contented with furpifhing him with fuch 
fuppHes as they were immediately capable of raifing, 
involved themfelves in debts, which they have never 
fincc been able to difchargc. For all this profu* 
fion England received, in return, the empty rev/ard 
of military glory in Flanders, and the • confciouf* 
nefs 'of having given the Dutch, whom they faved, 
frequent opportunities of being ungrateful. 

The treaty . of Ryfwick, [A* D. 1697.] at length, 
put an dnd to a war, in which England had engaged 
without intereft, and came off without advantage* 
In. the general pacification her interefts feemed in-* 
tirely dtferted j and^ for all her blood arid treaCure^ the 



88 The History of England, 

only equivalent fhe received, was, the King of 
France's acknowledgement of King Williaoi's titlj^' ^ 
to the crown. 

-Thq King, now freed from a foreign war, laid 
himfelf out to ftrengthen his authority at home. Ik 
conceived hopes of keeping up the forces that were 
granted him, in time of war, during the conti- 
nuance of the peace ; but he was not a little mor- 
tified to find thcit the commons had pafTed a vote, 
that all the forces in Englifb pay, exceeding feven 
thoufand men, fhould be forthwith di(banded i and 
that thofe retained fliould be natural Engliih fub- 
je<5ts. A flanding army was this Monarch's greatcft 
delight s he had^been bred up in c<;imps, and knew 
no other pleafure but that of reviewing troops, or 
.di£)ating to generals. He profefied himfelf therefore 
.entirely difpleafed with the propofal ; and his indig- 
nation was kindled to fuch a pitch, that he adluaily 
xroncetved a defign of abandoning the government. 
His minifters, however, diverted him from this re- 
folution, and perfuaded hini to confent to pafling 
the bill. Such were the altercations between tbe 
ICing and his part lament ; which continued dur-' 
ing this reign. He confidered his commons as a fct 
of men defirous of power, and confequently refolved 
upon obfiru£ting all his projects. He feemed but 
little attached to any party in the houfe ; he veered 
ifrom Whigs to Tories, as interefl, or immediate exi- 
gence, demanded. England he confidered as a place 
of labour, anxiety, and altercation. He ufed to re- 
tire to his feat at Loo in Holland, for thofe moments 
which he dedicated to pleafure or tranquility, it was 
in this quiet retreat he planned the different fuccef- 
fions of Europe, and laboured to undermine the po- 
litics of Lewis XIV, his infidious rival in power, 
and in fame. Againft France his refentment was 
ever levelled, and he had made vigorous preparations 
for entering into a new war with that kingdom. 
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p^heH death interrupted the execution of his fchemes 
[A. D. 1701^] He was naturally of a very feeble 
conftitution, and it was now almoft exhaufted by a' 
life of continual a£lion and care. He endeavoured 
to conceal the encreafe of his infirmities, and repair 
his health by riding. In one of his excurfions ^ 
Hampton-court, Bis horfe fell under him, and he 
himfelf was thrown off with fuch violence that hij 
collar-bone was fractured* This, in a robuft confti- 
tution, would have been a trifling misfortune, but 
to him it was fatal. Perceiving his end approach^, 
the objedls^^of his former care ftiil lay next his heart; 
the interefifi of Europe ftill filled him with concern. 
The carl of Albemarle arriving from Holland, he 
conferred with him in private on the pofture of aflairs^ 
abroad. Two days after, having received the fa- 
Cramentfrom Archbifhop Tennifon, he expired, in' 
the fifty-fecond year of his age, after having reigned* 
Shirtccn years: 

William left behind him the charaAer of a great 
K>litician, though he had never been popular ; and^ 
I formidable general, though he was feldom vifto-- 
ious ; his deportment was grave and fulIen,.nor did 
le ever (hew any fire, but in the day of battle. He 
lefpifed flattery, yet loved dominion. Greater as the 
reneral of Holland, than the King of England ; tor 
:he one he was a father, to the- other a- fufpicious 
Iriend. He fcrupled not to employ the engines of 
:orruption to gain his ends ; and, while he increafed 
the power of the nation he was brought to govern, 
he contributed, in fome meafure, to corrupt thelir 
morals* 



v^-^. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

he diftreffes occafioned by. the death of 
arc not fo great, or fo fincere, as the furvivoi 
fondly perfuadeus. The lofs of King Willi 
at£rft thought, irreparable j but the profperii 
the kingdom feemed to acquire under his fi 
Queen Anne, (hewed the contrary. This 
was the fecond daughter of King James by 
wife ; flie was, by the mother's fide defcenc 
Chancellor Hyde, afterwards Earl of Ch 
and had been married to the prince of Denn 
^ore her acceffion to the crown. She afcei 
throne in the thirty-eighth year of her age, 
undergone many vicii&tucies after the exp 
her father, and many fevere mortification; 
the reign of the late King. But, naturally 
of an even ferene temper, (he either was infi 
the difrefpe^ (hewn her, or had wifdom to 
lier refentment. 

, She came to the throne with the fame he 
* pofition toward France, in which the late I 
died. She was wholly guided by the Coi 
Marlborough, a woman of mafculine fpirit, 
markable for intrigue, both in politics and g 
This lady advifed a vigorous exertion of the 
power againft France, as (he had alread) 
the Ear], her hufband, for condu6ling ail x.\ 
tions both in the cabinet and the field. 7 
fiuenced, the Queen took early meafures to 
her allies, the Dutch, with afi'urances of ui 
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d blafted his laurels, and circumfcribed his power; 
') even after a defeat, William ftill was formidable* 
:the news of his death therefore, the French Mor 
rch could not fupprefs his joy, and his court at 
irfaiJles feemed to have forgotten its ufual decorum 
the fincerity of their rapture. But their pleafure 
s foon to determine ; a much more formidable ene- 
was now rifing up to oppofe them ; ^ more able 
'rior,and one backed by the efforts of an indulgent 
liek and a willing nation, 
mmediately, upon the Queen's acceffion, war 

I declared againft the French King, and that Mow 
ch was accufed of attempting to unite the crown 
pain to his own dominions, by placing his grand-*' 
upon the throne of that kingdom ; thus attempt- 
to deftroy the equality of power among the fiates 
Europe. This declaration was foon feconded 

II vigorous efforts; an alliance was formed be* 
en the Imperialifts, the Dutch, and the Englifh, 
3 contributed more to the fupport of the war than 
other two united. Marlborough was fent over to 
imand the Englifh army, and the allies declared 
I generaliffimoof all their forces. Never was a man 
:er calculated for debate and adion than he ; fe* 
e in the midfl of danger, and cool in all the fury 
)attle. While his Countefs governed the Queen^ 
intrigues governed the kingdom. An indefati- 
le warrior while in camp, and a fkilful politiciaa 
:ourts ; he thus became the mofl fatal enemy to 
nee that England had produced, fince the con« 
:ring times of Creffy and Agincourt. 

This general had learned the art of war under the 
lous Marfhal Turenne, having been a volunteer 
[lis army. He, at that time, went by the namp 
:he Handfome Englijbman ; but Turenne forefaw 
future greatnefs. He gave the firfl proofs of his 
'dom by advancing the fubaltern officers, whofe' 
rit' had hitherto been neglected -, hQ gaiined the 
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enemy's pods without fighting, ever advancing, anf »'-: 
never lofmg one advantage which he had gaind. 
To this general was oppofed, [A. D. 1704.] on tlie 
fide of France, the Duke of Burgundy, grandfonof 
the King, a youth more qui^ified to grace acourti 
than conduct an arm3r; the Marfhal fiouflers com- 
manded under him, a- man of courage and adivity. 
But thefe qualifications in both were forced to give 
way to the fuperior powers of their adverfary ; after 
having been forced to retire by the (kilful marcbesof 
Marlborough, after having feen feveral towns takeO| 
they gave up all hopes' of adding offenfively, and cod- 
eluded the campaign with refolutions to profecutetbe 
next with greater vigour. 

MaVlborough, upon his return ti::r London, re- 
ceived the rewards of his merit, being thanked bf 
the houfe of commons, and created, a Duke by tho 
Queen. The fuccefs of one campaign but fpurrcdos 
the Englifli to aim at new triumphs. Marlborough 
next feafon returned to the field, with larger autho* 
rity, and greater confidence from his former fuccels. 
He began the campaign by taking Bonne, the refideoce 
of the£le£^or of Cologne; he next retookHuys, Lim** 
bourg, and became mafler of all the Lower Rhine. 
fA. D. 1706.] The Marfhal Villeroy, fon to the 
King of France's governor, and edueated with hiO) 
was now general of the French army. He was ever a 
favourite of Lewis, had fhared his pleafures and his 
campaigns. He was brave, virtuous, and polite; 
hut unequal to the great tafk of command \ and fUU 
more fo, when oppofed to fo great a rival. 

Marlborough, fenfible of the abilities of his an- 
tflgonifl, was refolved, inflead of immediately op- 
pofing him, to fly to the fuccour of the Emperor, his 
-ally, who loudly requeued his afliftance, being prefT- 
€d on every fide by a vidorious enemy. The Engliih 
general who,. was refolved to flrike a vigorous blow 
■tox his -relief^ took with hicn about tblcteen thoufand 
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rlifh troops, itraverfed extenftve countries by 
y marches, arrived at the l)anks of the Danube, 
;ated a body of French and Bavarians ftationed at 
navert to oppofe him, pailed the Danube, and 

the Dukedom of Bavaria, that had fided with 
French, under contribution, ^illeroy, who at 
\ attempted to follow his motions, feemed, all at 
:e, to have loft fight of his enemy^ nor was he 
irized of .his. route, till he was informed of his 
cefles. 

M[ar(hal Tallartf prepared, by another route, to 
lru£l the Duke of Marlborough's retreat, with 
rty thoufand men. He was foon after joined hy 
: Duke of Bavaria's forces ; fo that the French 
ny amounted to abody of fixty thoufand difci- 
ned veterans, commanded by the two beft reputed 
[lerals at that time in France. Tallard had efta^ 
Ihcd his reputation by former viiSories ; he was 
jve, penetrating, and had rifen by the dint ef 
Tit alone. But this ardour often rofe ^to impe- 
ofity ; and he was fo fliort-fighted as to be unable 

diftinguiih at the fmalieft diftance. On the 
[ler hand, the Duke of Marlborough was now 
ined by the Prince Eugene, a general bred up 
>m his infancy in camps, and equal to Marl- 
irough in mtrigue and military knowledge. Their 
lents were congenial \ and all their defigns feemed 
flow but from one fource. Their army^ when 
■mbined, amounted to about fifty- tMro thoufand 
en ; troops that had been accuflomed to conquer, 
id had feen the French, the Turks, and the Ruf- 
ms fly before them. As this battle, both from the 
lents of the generals, the improvements iii the art 
' war, the number and difcipline of the troops, and 
le greatnefs of the contending powers, is reckoned 
te moft remarkable of this century^ it demands a 
Eore particular detail. 
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The French were pofted on an hill, their riglk 
being covered by the Danube, and the village cf 
Blenheim, and commanded by Marlbal Tallai4}J 
their left was defended by a village, alid headed If 
the £ie£^or and Marfln, an experienced Frendi ge- 
neral. In the front of their army ran a rivulet, tk 
banks of which were fteep, and the bottom marlhf. 
Marlborough and Eugene went together to obferve 
the pofture of the French forces. Notwithihmling 
their advantageous fituation, they were refolved to 
attack them immediately. The battle began between 
twelve and one in the afternoon. Marlborough, at 
the head of the Englifh troops, having pailnl the 
rivulet, attacked the cavalry of Tallard in the right. 
This general was at that time reviewing the difpo- 
fition of his troops in the left ; and the cavalry fought 
for fome time without the prefence of their generd. 
Prince Eugene, on the left, had not yet attacked the 
forces of the £le£tor ; and it was an hour before he 
could bring his forces up to the engagement. 

Tallard had no. fooner underftood that his right 
was attacked by the Duke, but he flew to its head« 
He found the furious encounter already begun, his ca- 
valry thrice repulfed, and rallied as often. He bad 
a large body of forces in the village of Blenheim; 
he made an attempt to bring them to the charge. 
They were attacked by a part of Marl borough's forces 
fo vigoroufly, that, infteaid of ailiiling the main body, 
they could hardly maintain their ground. All the 
French cavalry, being now attacked in flank, was 
totally defeated. The Englifh army, thus half victo- 
rious, pierced up between the two bodies of the 
French^ commanded by the Marihal and the Elec- 
tor, while at the fame time the forces in the vilLige 
of Blenheim were feparated by another detachmenr. 
In this terrible fituation, Tallard flew to rally fome 
fquadrons, but, from his fhort-fightednefs, mif- 
taking a detachment of live erv^m^' foi V^v^ ov^tv^ He 
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B^as taken pnfonerby the Hef&an troops, who were 
n Engliih pay. In the mean time. Prince Eu- 
gene on the left, after having been thrice repulfed, 
>ut the enemy into confufion. The rout then be- 
-ame general, and the flight precipitate. The con- 
llerjiation was fuch that the French foldiers threw 
^hemfelves into the Danube, witho^t knowing where 
they fled. The ofliccrs loft all their authority; there. 
iVas no general left to fecure a retreat. The allies 
^vere now mafters of the field of battle, and furr- 
rounded the village of Blenheiqi, where a body of 
thirteen thoufand men had been pofted in the begin- 
ning of the adlion, and ftiil kept their ground. Thefe 
troops, feeing themfelves cut ofF from all communi- 
cation with the reft of the army, threw down their 
arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners of war« 
Thus eifded the battle of Blenheim, oiie of the moft 
complete victories that was ever obtained. Twelve 
thoufand French and Bavarians were flain in the 
field, or drowned in the Danube ; thirteen thoufand 
were made prifoners of war. Qf the allies about 
five thoufand men were killed, and eight thoufand 
wounded or taken. 

The lofs of the battle Is imputed to two capital er- 
rors committed by Marflul Tallard ; firft weaken- 
ing the center by detaching fuch a number of troops 
to the village of Blenheim, and, then fulFering the 
confederates to pafs the rivulet, and form unmoleft- 
ed. The next day, yvhen the Duke of Marlborough 
vifited his prifoner, the Maifeal paid him the com- 
pliment of having overcome the heft troops in the 
world. / hope^ Str, replied the Duke, yeu will except 
thofe by ivhom they were conquered. 

A country of an hundred leagues extent fell, by 
this defeat, into the hands of the vi6lor. 

Having thus fucceeded beyond his hopes, the Duke 
once more returned to England, where he found the 
people in a tranfpofi of joy j he v«3lS vidcotsift^ ^^ *^w 
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hero, who had retrieved the glory of the nat 
the QiieciT, the parliament, and the pco] 
readv to fecond him in all his deligns. Tl 
ofWoodftoclc was conferred upon bim [A. E 
for his fervices ; and the Lord-keeper, in 1 
of the Peers, honoured him with that pia 
well deferved. 

The fuccefi of -the laft campaign ind 
Enejifli to increafe their fupplies for the r 
■thel)uke bad fixed upon the Mofelle for 
of adlion ; hut being difappoimed by Princ 
who promifed his aiuftance, he returned t( 
therlands to oppofe Viltcroy, who, in his 
undertook the fiege of Liege, ViJIeroy, h 
ceivcd advice of the Duke's approach, abani 
enteiprize, and retreated within his lines, 
rough was refolved to force them. He led 1 
to the charge ; after a warm but fhort cni 
the enemy's horfe were defeated with great 1 
The infantry, being abandoned, retreated 
diforder to an advantageous poif, where t) 
drew up in order of battle. Had the Duke1 
■Bitted to take advantage of their conflernati 
jHTopofed, it is poflible he might have gaine 
plete viftory ; but he was oppofed by the D 
cers, who reprefentcd it in fuch a light to tl 
ties of the States, that they refufel to c 
its execution. This timidity was highly re 

-F«..lon.t- ^nA U\A thf ArA f.>.m.4^t;..r, „f C. 
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1 noninatcd fucceflbr by the late King of Spain's 
;• We have already leen, that, by a former 
ity among the powers of Europe, Charles of Au- 
I was appointed heir to that crown ; and this 
ity had been guarantied by France herfelf, who 
w intended to reverfe it in favour of a defcendant 
the houfe of Bourbon. Charles therefore entered 
do, affifted by the arms of England; and invited 
the Cataloniaas , who had declared in his favour* 

was furni&ed with two hundred tranfports, thirty 
pi of war, nine thoufand men, and the Earl oif 
ccrborough, a man of even romantic bravery, was 
ced at their head. 

One of the fa& exploits of thefe forces was to take 
hraltar, which had hitherto been deemed impreg- 
ble» A ledge of lofty rocks defended it almoft on 
sry iide by land, and an open and ftormy bay took 
riy all Security for (hipping by Tea. A few troops 
VDt therefore capable of defending it againft the 
oft numerous armies. The fecurity of the garri*^ 
1 proved their ^uin. A detachment of eighteen 
indred marines were landed upon that neck of levcC 
ound which joins it to the continent. I'hefe were 
capable of attempting any thing efFedual, and even 
iftitute of hopes of fucceeding. A body of failors^ 
i boats were ordered to attack an half-ruined mole i 
ley took pofleffion of the platform, unterriiied by a 
une that blew up an hundred men in the air; with the 
tnoft intrepidity they kept their ground, and, being 
Km joined by other feameo, took a redoubt, be« 
^eeQ the mole and the town, by ftorm. The go-* 
^rnorwas now obliged to capitulate; and the Prince 
' Hefie entered the town, amated at the fuccefs of 
^ defperate an enterprize. This was a glorious and 
n ufeful acquifition to the Britifli dominions ; their 
'^de to the Mediterranean was thus fecured ; and 
^cy bad here a repofitory capable . of containing al 

Vol* li, f ^vci<^ 
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chings neccflarjr for the repairing of fleets, 
^uipment of armiet. 

Soon after the taking this important garr 
EngUfli fleet, now mifbeft xf die feas, atta 
French Admiral, who commanded fifty-twc 
war. After an obftinate conteft, the Ei^ifl 
vi£koriout $ the French fleet failed away^ n 
it be brought again to the enngement, di 
lofles on either fide were equaL This ma 
)u>ned the final effort of France by fai : ii 
fcquent engagements their chief care was 
confult means of efcape than of vidory. Nor 
the French and Spaniards willins to fuffer^ 
to be taken, without an effort for reprifal. 
fent an army to retake it, and France a fleei 
teen Ihips pf the line ; both were equally u 
f ul ; part of the fleet was dtfperfed by a tern 
another part taken by the Englifli ; while t 
having made little or no progrris by Is 
MJiged to abandon the enterprtze. 

Nor were the Engliih lefs fuccefsful in 
Ae title of Charles to the kingdom. Th 
was commanded by the Earl of Peterboro 
of the moft Angular and extraordinary me 
^e^ At fifteen he fought againft the J 
Africa ; at twenty he aflifted in compaffinj 
volution. He now carried on this war in i 
fiooft at his own expence ; and his friendfh 
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Uy that commanded the city. The outworks were 
ken by ftorm ; a (hell chanced to fall into the body 
F the fort, and blew up the magazine of powder ; 
^ gaceifoa of the fort was ftruck with confterna* 
ODy and. iurrendered without farther refiftance. 
^he town ftiU remained unconquered ; the Englifh 
eni^al erefiecl batteries againft it, and, in a few 
ftyd, the governor capitulated. During the interval 
r capitulation, the Germans and Catalonians in the 
Inglifli army had entered the town, and were plun- 
ering all before them. The governor thought him- 
df betrayed : he. upbraided the treachery of the gen- 
eral, rcterborough flew among the plunderers, 
rove them from their prey, and returned foon after 
oply to iiniih the capitulation. The Spaniards were 
qually amazed at the generofity of the Englifli, and 
\kt bafenefs of their own countrymen^ who had led 
•n to the rpoil. 

Thc'conqueftcf all Valencia fucceeded the tak- 
Dg of this important place ; the enemy, after a de- 
eated attempt to retake Barcelona, faw themfelvcs. 
leprived of almoft every hope ; the party of Charles 
vas increafing every day ; he became mafter of Arra- 
ron,'Carthageha and Grenada % the road to Madrid, 
;heir capital cixy, lay open before him ; the Earl of 
aalloway entered it in triumph, and there proclaimed 
Charles King of Spain, without farther oppofition. 

The Englifh had fcarce time to rejoice at thefe 
fuccefies of their arms, when their attention was 
turned to new vidories in Flanders. The Duke of 
Marlborough had early commenced the campaign, 
and brought an army of eighty thoufand men into 
the field, and ftill expelled reinforcements from 
Denmark and Pruffia. The court of France was 
refolved to attack him before this jun6iion. Villc- 
rx)y, who commanded an army confiding of eighty , 
thoufand men, near Tirlemont, had orders to en- 
gage. HcMCCordingly drew uj^ hU loit^^\\\^.^\^tv^ 

F 2 cwsi'^ \ 
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camp ; his right wu flanked by the river Mehum 
bia left was pofted behind a mar(h, and the viSigi 
of Ramillies lay in the center. Marlborough, iHw 
perceived this aifpofidon, drew up his army aooii- 
ingly. He knew that the enemies 1^ could not jA 
the marflit to attack him, but at a g^eat di&dvia- 
tage ; he therefore weakened his troops on tbatqur-; 
ter, and thundered on the center with faperior bun- 
bers. They fiood but a Ihort time ia the ceoterj 
and, at length, gave way on all fides. The horfe 
abandoned their foot, and were fo clofely purfofli, 
that almoft all were cut in pieces. Six thooAal 
men were taken prifoners, and about eight tfaou&nl 
were killed or wounded. This viAory was almoft ai 
fignal as that of Blenheim ; Bavaria and ColqgM 
were the fruiu of the one, and all Brabant wsi 
gained by the other. The French troops were difpi- 
rited, and the city of Paris ovewhelmed with coa* 
fiernation. Lewis XIV, who, had Ions b^en flit* 
tered with conqueft, was now humbled to fuch t 
d^ree as almoft to excite the compaffion of his ene- 
mies i he intrcated for peace, but in vain ; the 
allies carried all before them ; and his very capital 
dreaded the approach of tbe conquerors. What 
neither his power, his armies, nor his politics, 
could effcA, a party in England performed ; and 
the diflention between the Whigs and the Tories 
faved the dominions of France, that now feemcd 
fcady for ruin. 



LETTER L. 

V^ueen Anne*s councils had hitherto been go- 
verned by a Whig miniftiy ^ they ftili purfued" 
the fchemes of the late Kin^ ; and, upon repub- 
Z'can priiJciples, ftrove lo dAufc titdiiom vVk\^>^^ 
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at Europe. In a government, where the reafbning 
F individuals, retired from power, generally lead]» 
lofe who command, the defigns of the miniftry muft 
hange, as the people happen to alter. The Queen's 
erfonal virtues, her fuccefl^, her adulation from the 
lirone, contributed all to change the difpofition of 
lie nation ; they now began to defend hereditary 
Kicceffion, non-refiftance, and divine right ; they 
r^e now become Tories, and were ready to con- 
rovert the defigns of a Whig Miniftry, whenever a 
eader offered to condud them to the charge* 

Xhefe difcontents were, tn fome meafure, increafed 
^ a meditated union between the two kingdoms of 
England and Scotland. The treaty, for this pur- 
lofe, was chiefly managed by the miniftry ; and, al- 
bough it was fraught wkh numberlefs benefits to 
iither kingdom, yet it raifed the murmurs of both. . 
Fbe Englifli expe£ted nothing from the union of fo 
)oor a nation, but a particrpatiorr of their neceflities > 
hhey thought it unjuft, that, while Scotland was 

£ anted an ergbth part of the legifTature, it yet 
ould be taxed but a fortieth part of the fupplies. 
Dn the other hand, the Scotch confidered that their 
independency would bequitedeftroyed, and the dignity 
of their crown betrayed ; they dreaded an increafe 
tff taxes, and feemed not much to efteem the ad- 
vantages of an increafed trade. In every political 
meafure there are difadvantages on either fide, which 
may be fufiicient to deter the timid, but which a bold 
kgiflator difregards. The union, after fome ftrug- 
gles, was efFeiled ; [July 22, 170b.] Scotland was no 
longer to have a parliament, but to fend lixteen Peers, 
chofen from the body of their Jiobility, and forty- five 
commoners. The two kingdoms were called by the 
common name of Great Britain ; and all the fubjedls 
of both were to enjoy a communication of privileges 
and advantages. 

F3 . 'Y^A^ 
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This meafure, which ftrengtbened the vinmrtf 
government, by uniting its force, ftemed to wdM 
the enemies of Great Sritain with dangers abnil^ 
but the difcontents of the nation at home pitTcniiBi 
the eiFeds of its newly-acquired power. The T0> 
ries, now become the majority, were difpleafed irik 
the Whig miniftry ; they loc^d witif jealoufri* 
,the power of the £arl of God6lphia and the Dife 
of Marlborough, who bad long governed the Qpeefl, 
and laviihed the treafures of the nation on cpnqiefc 
more glorious than ferviceable. I'o them the pte|fc 
imputed the burthens under which they nowgrosned, 
and others which they had reafon to fear. The 
lofs of a battle near Almanza in* Spain, where dr 
Englifh army, vrere taken prifoners, under the coo- 
mand of the Earl of Galloway, with fome other mif' 
carriages, tended to heighten their dtfpleafure/iiii 
difpelied the inebriation of former fucceis. The To- 
ries did not fail to inculcate aiid elasgerate thtfe 
caufes ~of difcontent, while Robert narley, after- 
wards Earl of Oxford, and Henr^St. John, made 
foon after Lord fioUngbrok>9 iecretly fanned the 
£ame. 

Harley had lately become a favourite of the 
Queen ; the petulance of the Duche(s of Mirlbo* 
rough, who formerly ruled the Queen, had entirely 
alienated the aiFcAions of her miftrefs. She now 
placed them upon one Mrs. Maiham, who was en- 
tirely devoted to Lord Oxford. Oxford was poT- 
iefied of uncommon erudition ; he was polite and 
intriguing ; he had iniinuate'd himfelf into the royal 
favour, and determined to fap the credit of Marl- 
borough and his adherents. In this attempt he 
chofe, for his fecond, Bolingbroke, a man of ex- 
alted powers of thinking, eloquent, ambitious, and 
enterprifing. Bolingbroke, was, at firft, contented to 
2lA a fubordinate charadler in this meditated oppo- 
iSriofli but, -foon perccvvin^ \Vi^ tu^wo^vt^ of his 
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talents^ ftom being an inferior, he was refolved 
;come Lord Oxford's, rival. The Duke of 
iborough foon perceived their growing power^ 
refolved to cruih it in the beginning. He re- 
I to join in the Privy-Council, while Harley was 
tary. Godolphin joined his influence in this^ 
"ure I and the Qjteen was obliged to appeafe 

refeAtmenty by difcharging Harley from his- 
r : Bdingbroke was refolved to (hare his dif- 
5, and voluataril y relincpjilhed his employments, 
his violent meauire, which feemed, at nrft, fa-^ 
able to th« Whig miniftry, laid the iirft founda-^ 
of its ruia> the Q^een was intirely difpieafed 

tibe haughty condu&of the Duke ; and, fronv 
moment, he loft her confidence and aiFedion. 
ey. was enabled to wEt now with iefs difguife, and 
ice more vigorous meafures for the completion of 
efigns. Ill' him the Q^een repofed' all (ler truft'y 
gh he now had no- vi&ble eonceriviathe admi-*- 
ation. . ' 

lie Whig, party^ih thk manner^, feemed tx> tri«> 
h for fome time, till an occurrence, in itfelf, of 
reat importance, ferved to (hew the fpirit of the 
s* DcK^r Sacheverel, a minifter of narrow in- 
St^ and bigocted principies, had publifhed two 
ons, [A^ D. 1709.} ki which he ftrongly infifted 
le illegality of reuftiiig Kings, and enforced the 
le origin of their authority ; declaimed againft 
Diflenters, and exhorted the Church to -put on 
Birhole armour of God. There was nothing in 
fermons, either nervous, well written, or clear f 
owed all their celebrity to the complexion of the 
s, and ar&atprefent juftiy forgotten. Sacheveret 
impeached by the commons, at the bar of the 
;rlu)uie; they feemed refolutely bent upon pu» 
ing him ; and a day was appointed for trying hint 
re the Lords at Weftminfter*Hali. Mean while» 
rories> whp^ one and all, approved his i^rinciples^ 

F 4 ^«.^ 
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were a» violent in bis defence as the parliament hai 
been in his profecution. The eyes of the kingdoa 
were turned upon this extraordinary tryal; tbi 
Queen herfelf wai every day preient as a printi 
fpt&ator* The tryal iafted feme days ; and rA 
multitudes attended him each day, as be went to Ai 
hail* ibouting, and pvaying for his fuccefs. Tbi 
body of the people efyoufed bis caufe. They de^ 
ilroyed feveral meeting-houfc s, and plundered the 
dwellings of Difienters ; and the Queen herfelf coidd 
not but relifh thofe dod»nes which contributed to 
extend her prerogative. The Lords were divided ; 
they continued undetermined for fbrne time ; bat| 
at length, after much obftinate difpute and vim- 
lent altercation, Sacheverel was found guilty hj a 
majority of feventeen voices. He was prohibited 
from preaching, for the term of three years : bii 
two fermons were ordered to be burnt by d)t 
hands of the common hangman. The lenity of tbii 
fentence was confidered, by the Tories, as a vifio* 
ry I and in hQj their fh£lion took the lead all the 
remaining part of this reign. 

The King cf France, long per fecuted by fortune^ 
and each hour fearing for his capital, once more pe^ 
titioned for peace. Godolphin and Marlborough} 
who had, fincc the beginning of the war, enjoyed 
the double advantage of extending their glory, and 
jncreafing their fortunes, were intirely averfe to 
any negociation which tended todiminilh both. The 
Tories, on the oiher hand, willing to humble the 
general, and his partner Godolphin, were (incerely 
defirous of a peace, as the only meafure to attain 
their ends. A conference was, at length, begun at 
Gertruydenberg, under the influence of Marl borough, 
Eugene, and Zinzendorf, all three entirely averfe 
to the treaty. The French minifters were fubjeded 
to every fpecies of mortification ; their condun nar- 
t;owI/ watched }. their mailer infulted *, and their let-» 
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ters opened. They ofiered to fatisf^ every com- 
plaint that had given rife to the war ; they confented 
to aibandon Philip IV. in Spain 3 to grant the Dutch 
a large barrier ; they even coniented to grant a fup« 
ply towards dethroning Philip \ but even this offer 
was treated with contempt, and at length the con* 
{brmce was broken off, while Lewis refolved to ha« 
2ard another campaign. , 

Tfad defigns of the Dutch, and the Englifh gene* 
nl, were too obvious not to be feen^ and properly 
explained by their enemies in England. The writers 
of the Tory fa<3ion, who were men of the firft rank 
in literary merit, difplayed the avarice of the Duke 
and the lelf-interefted condud of the Dutch ; they 
infifted, that while England was exhaufting her 
firength in foreign conquefts, ihe was loftng her 
liberty at home ; that her minifters were not con- 
tented with (baring the plunder of an impoverifbing 
ftate, but were refolved upon deftroying its liberties 
alfo. To thefe complaints were added the real pride 
of' the then prevailing miniftry, and the mfolence 
of the Duchefs of Marlborough, who hitherto bad 
poflefied more real power than the whole privy-coun- 
cil united. Mrs. Mafbam, who had firft been re- 
commended to the Q^ieen's favour by the Duchefs^ 
now fairly fupplanted her patronefs ; and, by a 
fieady attention to pleafe the Qi^ieen, had gained al! 
that confidence which (he had repofed in her former 
confidante. It was too late that th& Duchefs per* 
ceived this alienation of the Queen's favour, and 
now began to think of repairing it by demanding 
an audience of her Matefty, in order to vindicate her 
character from every (ufpicion \ but formal explana- 
tions ever widen the breach. 

Mr. Hill, brother to the new favourFte, was ap- 
pointed by the Queen to be colonel of a regiment ; 
this the Duke of Marlborough could by no means^ 
approve. He expoftulated with his foveccign \ he 

F 5 \^\NX.^ 
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fetired in difguft; the Qj^een, by a letter, gave kht 
leave to dirpofe of the regiment as he fliould think 
proper ; but, before it came to hit hands, he hid 
lent a letter to the Queen, defiring (he Would permit 
him to retire from his employments. This was die 
conjundure which the Tories bad long wilbed feiv 
and ^hich the Q^cen herlelf was internaUy pksfed 
with. She now perceived, herfelf iet free from an 
arbitrary combination, by which (he had been fong 
kept in dependence. The Earl of Grodolpio, the 
Duke's fon-in-law, was divefled of his oflke^ and 
the treafury fubmitted to Harley, she antaoonift of 
his ambition. Lord Somers was dtfmiflfed from be* 
ing prefident of the council, and the Earl of Ro« 
chefter appointed in his room. [A. D. I7ir.]lna 
word, there was not one Whig left in any office of 
flate except the Duke of Marlborough ; he retained 
his employments for^a (hort time, unfupported and 
alone, an obje£t of envy and fadious reproach, till 
at length he found his caufe irretrievable, and was 
obliged, after try ing another campaign, to refign, is 
the reft of his party bad done before. 

As war feemed to have been the defire of the 
Whig party, fo peace feemed to have been that of 
the Tories. Through the courfe of Engliih hifto* 
, France feems to have been the peculiar objedof 
e hatred of the Whigs, and continual war with 
that nation has been their aim* On the contrary, 
the Tories have been found to regard that nation, 
with no fuch oppofition of principle ; and a pes^ 
with France has generally been the rcfult of a Tory 
adminiftration. For fome time therefore, a nego« 
tiation for peace had been carried on between the 
court of France and the hew miniilers, who had a 
double aim in this meafure ; namely, to mortify the 
Whigs and the Dutch, and to free their country 
from a ruinous war which had all the appearance of 
be coming habiiual to the coaftitution. 



^ tn 
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L E T T E R LI. 

J he cotiferences for peace were firft opened tt Lon<^ 
4oii ; ftnd fome time after the Queen Tent the Earl of 
StraSbrd [A. D. 1712. j at ambafladoc into Holland^ 
to toflnmunicate thepropofals which the French King 
had noade towards the re^eftablifliment of the gene- 
ral tranquility. The fpirit of the times was now 
changed ; Marlborough's averfion to fuch meafuref 
could now no longer retard the negotiation ; Lord 
Strafford obliged theDutch tonameplenipotentia'ries» 
and to receive thofe of France. The treaty began 
St Utrecht ; but as ^U.the powers concerned in thi§ 
conference, except France and England, were averfct 
to every accomodation, their dtfputes ferved rather 
to retard than accelerate a pacification. The Englifh 
miniftry, however, bad forefeen and provided againft 
thofe difficulties. ■ Thetr great end was to free the 
fubjeds from a long unprontable war, a war where 
conqueft could add nothing to then- power, and a 
defeat might be prejudicial to internal tranquillity. 
As England had borne the chief burthen of the war, ft 
was but juft to expedl that it would take the lead in 
dieting the terms of peace. There were, however, 
three perfons of very great imereft and power, who la- 
boured, byevery art, tpprotradt the negotiation; thofe 
>vere the Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, 
and Heinfius the Dutch grand penfionary. Prirtce 
Eugene even came over to London, in order to re- 
tard the progrefs of a peace, which fcemed to interrupt 
his career of glory ; he found at court fuch a recep<- 
tion as was due to his merits and fame ; but, at th^ 
fame time, fuch a repulfe as the propofals he made 
feemed to dcferve. 

This negotiation at London failing of efFeit, the 
allies pradtifed every artifice to intimidate the Qiieen, 
and blacken the character of her minifters3 to ruifo 
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and continue a dangerous ferment among the people, 
to obftrud her councils and divulge her defigns. 
Her minifters were very fenfible of their prefent daiu 
gerous fituation ; they perceived her health was dailj 
impairing, and her fucceilbr countenanced the oppo-^ 
jfite faction. la cafe of her death, they had nothing 
to expe£| but profecution and ruin, for obeying hes 
conunands ; their on]y way therefore was to give. 
lip their prefent employments, or haften die conclu^ 
fion of a treaty, the utility of which would he the 
heft argument with the people in theix favour. The 
peace therefore was haftened ; and this hafte, in fome 
neafure, relaxed the minifters obftinacy, in infifting 
upon fuch terms and advantages as they had a. rijriit 
to demand. Seeing that nothing was to be expeaed 
froni the concurrence of the allies, the courts of Loa- , 
don and Verfailles refolved to enter into a private 
treaty, in which fuch terms might be agreed on as 
would enable both courts to prefcribe terms to the. 
reft of the contending powers. 

In the mean time the Duke of Marlborough having 
been depofed from his office of general, the command 
of the Englifh army in Flanders was given to the 
Duke of Ormond ; but, at the fame time, private 
orders were given him not to z& with vigour againfl 
an enemy, which was upon the point of beingrecon- 
ciled by more mild methods of treatment. The al* 
lies, thus deprived of the affiftance of the Englifh, 
fiill continued their animofity, and were refolved to 
continue the war feparately ; they had the utmoft 
confidence in Prince Eugene, their general ; and, 
though leiTeneneid by the defedlion of the Britifh forces, 
they were ftill fuperior to thofe of the enemy, which 
were commanded by Marftial Villars, a man who 
feemed to pofTefs all the great qualities, and all the 
foibles of his country, in a fupreme degree j valiant, 
generous, alert, lively^ boaftful, and avaricious. The 

lofs of the Britilh f jrces was foon feverely felt in the 

allied 
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Hied umy. Villsirs attacked a (eparate body of 
heir troops incamped atDenain, under the command 
i the £arl of Albemarle. Their intrenchments were 
orced, and feventeen battalions either killed ortaken^i 
he Earl himfelf, and all the furviving officers, being 
nade prifoners of war. 

Thefe fucceflesof Marihal Villaraferved to haften 
be treaty of Utrecht. The Britilh minifters at the 
:ongrefs, refpondble at once for their conduA to 
heir Queen, their country, and all Europe, negleded 
lothing that might have been ferviceable eiiher to 
be allies, or that might conduce to the public fafety. 
They firft ftipulated that Philip V, who had b^n 
ettled on the throne of Spain, fhould renounce all 
ight to the crown of France, the union of two fuch 
x>werful kingdoms being thought dangerous to the 
iberties of the reft of Europe. They covenanted 
:hat the Duke of Berry, his brother, the preAimptive 
leir to the crown of France, after the death of the 
Dauphin, (hould -alfo renounce his right to the croWn 
)f Spain, in cafe he became King of France. The 
Duke of Orleans was to make the fame refignation. 
To oblige men thus to renounce their rights might 
have been injuftice ; but, for every good acquired, 
tome inconvenience muft be endured ; thefe refigna- 
tions, in fome meafure, ferved to calm the world 
tempefted up by long war, and have fmce become 
the bads of the law of nations, to which Europe 
profeiles prefent fubmiffion. 

By this treaty the Duke of Savoy had the ifland 
of Sicily, with the title of King, with Feneftrelles, 
and other places on the continent -, which increafe 
of power feemed, in fome meafure, drawn from 
the fpoils of the French monarchy. The Dutch had 
that barrier granted them, which they fo long fought 
after ; and, if the houfe of Bourbon Teemed ftripped 
of fome dominions, in order to enrich the Duke of 
Savoy, on the pther hand, the ^houfe of Auftria was 



ir6 7be HfSTOK^T §f Eitglaivd, 

fixed to fupply the wints of the HolUndOs, who 
were pot in pofleflMMi or oic ftfoiiffeft towns in 
Fltndm. With regard to Eaghmd, its gforj tud 
MitercRS were leciiivd* Tncr CMfisd die Ibiufiut' 
tiom of Donkirk to be deoKMiflied, and its jport to 
be deftroyed. Spain gave up all right to Gibrtltir 
and t^e ifland of Minorca. Fnince religned Hud- 
Ibn's-Bay, Nora-Scotia, and Newfotinaland ; bat 
Acf were left in poneffion of Cape-Breton^ and the 
Kberty of dqrins ^eir fifli upon the fhore. Among 
Ae articles which were glorious to the Englifli, it 
fluy be«obfcrved, that the fetting free thofe who had 
been confined in die French prifons for profefling 
(he Proteftant religion, was not the leaft. It ws» 
IKpulated, that the^mperor fliould poftls the king^ 
dom of Naples, the Duchy of Milan, and the Spt- 
ntfli Netherlands ; that the King of PruiEa (hoold 
have U[^ier Gueldre ; and a time was fixed [A. D. 
1713.] for the Emperor's acceding to thefe refolo- 
ttons, for Ke had hitherto obftinately refufed to aSft 
at the nqrotiation. Thus it appears, that the Englifli 
miniftry did^uftice to all the wbrld ; but their coun- 
try refufed it to them ; they were branded with alt 
the terms of infamy and reproach by the Whig party, 
and accufed of having given up the privileges and 
rights which England had to expe£t. Each party 
reviled the other in turn ; the4:in^dom was divided 
into oppofite fadions, both fo vicSent in the caufe, 
that the truth, which both pretended to efpoufe, was 
attained by neither \ both were virulent, and both 
wrong. Thefe commotions, in fome meafure, (erved 
ftill more to impair the Queen's health. One fit of 
ficknefs fucceeded another ; nor did the confoiation 
of her miniftry fcrve to allay her anxieties; for they 
now had fallen out among themfelves, the cou/icil- 
chamber being turned into a theatre for the moft 
iiitter altercations. Oxford advifed a reconciliation 
with the Whig?,whoferefentment be now began to 
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letr, as the Queen's health appeared to be impaired; 
fiolingbroke, on the other hand, afieded to let the 
Whigs at defiance ; prpfefled a warm seal for the 
ehurdi» and mhied flattery whh hie other afiduitiet, 
Bolingbroke prevailed i Lord Oxford, the treafurer^ 
was removed from his employment, and retired, me- 
ditatioff fchemes of revenge, and new prcjeds of re- 
«£biblimment. His fall was fo fudden, and fo unr 
cxpeAed, that no plan was adopted for fupplying 
the vacancy occafioned bv his difgrace. All waa 
confiifion at court ; and tne Queen had no longer 
force to fapport the burthen ; flie funk into a ftateof 
infenfibili^, and thus found refuge from anxiety in 
lethargic flomber. Every method was contrived to 
atmfe her from this ftate, but in vain j her phyficiana 
dtfpaired of her life. The privy-council alTembled 
vpon diis occafion > the Dukes of Someriet and Ar^ 

Sle, being informed of the defperate ftate in which 
t lay, entered that afiembly withoot being (um^ 
tfloned; them emb^ where furprifed at their appear- 
ance ; but the Duke of Shrewfbury thanked them 
for their readinefs to give their affiftance at fucl^ a 
criticaljunfiure, and oefired them to take their pla* 
ces. They now took al) neceflary precautions for 
fecuring the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, fcnt 
orders to the Heralds at Arms, and to a troop of life- 
guards to be in readinefs to mount, in order to pro« 
claim the Eledor of Brunfwick King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

On the thirtieth- of July the Queen feemed fottie« 
what relieved by medicines, rofe from her bed, and, 
about eight, walked a little ; when, caAing her eye$ 
on the clock that ftood in her chamber, ihe continued 
to gaze for fome time. One of the ladies in wait- 
ing aiked her what fhe faw there more than ufual ; 
to which the Queen only anfwered by turning her 
eyes upon her with a dying look. She was foon af- 
ter feized with a fit of the apoplexy, from which^ 
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however, ihe was relieved bjr the affiftance of Dodor 
Mead. lii this rftate of ftupeiadion ihe continud 
all night ; flie gave fome figns of life between twtbe 
and one next day» but expired the next momiDgv 
[Auguft 1714*] a little after feven' o'dock, having 
lived forty-nine years five months and fix days $ and 
having reigned more than twelve jrears with honour^ 
equity and applaufe. This Princefs was nftfaer 
amiable than great, rather pleafing'than beautiful; 
neither her capacity nor learning were remarkable. 
Like all thofe of her fiimily, fhe feemed rather' fitted 
for the private duties of life than a public ftatton ; t 
pattern of^conjugal aflFedion, a good mother, a warm 
fipiend and an indulgent miftrefs. During her leiga 
none fuffered on the fcafFoId for treafon ; fo that after 
a long fucceffion of faulty ot cruel Kings, (he {bines 
with particular luftre. In her ended the line of the 
Stliwarts; a family, the misfortunes and mifednduds 
of which are not to be paralleled in hiftory; a family 
who» lefs than men themfelves,; feemed to expea 
from their followers more than manhood in their de- 
fence ; a family demanding rather our pity than af- 
fiftance, who never rewarded their friends, nor 
avenged them of their enemies. 



LETTER LII. 

1 he nearer we approach to our own times, In this 
furvey of Englifh hiftory, the more important every 
occurren(;e becomes ; our own interefts are blended 
with thofe of the ftate ; and the accounts of public 
welfare are but the tranfcript of private happi- 
nefs. The two parties which had long divided 
the kingdom, under the names of Whig and Tory, 
now feemed to alter their titles } the Whigs being 

ft^led 
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Hylcd Hanoverians, and the Tories branded with the 
appellation of Jacobites. The former, defired to be 
governed by a King, [A. D. 17 14.] who was aPro^ 
teftant, though a fordgner ; the latter, by a Mo* 

'narch of their own country, though a Papift. Of two- 
incbnveniencies, however, that feemed the leaft, 
where religion feemed to be in no danger ; and the 
Hanoverians prevailed. 

The popifh Jacobites had been long flattered witb 
Ae hopes of feeing the fucceflion altered by the Earl 
of Oxford > but by the premature death of the Queen, 
all thek expedations at once were blafted ; the dilt- 

'gence and a£kivi€y of the privy- council, in which the 
Hanoverian intcreft prevailea, completed their con- 
fufion^ and they now found themfelves without any 
leader to give confiftency to their defigns, and force 
to their councils. Upon recolledion they faw no« 
thing fo eligible as filence and fubmiffion ; they 
hoped much from the affiftance of France, and ftilf 
viore from the vigour of the pretender. 

Purfuant to the zA offucceffion, George T, fon 
ef Erneft Auguftus, firft Elector of Brunfwick, and 
Sophia, grand-daughter to James 1. afcended the 
Britiih throne. His mature age, being now fifty-* 
four years old ; his fagacity and experience, his nu- 
merous alliances, the general peace of Europe, all 
contributed to his fupport, and promifed a peaceable 
and happy reign. His virtues, though not (hining, 
were folid ; he was of a very different difpofition 
from the Stewart family, whom he fucceeded ; they 
were known to a proverb for leaving their friends in 
diftrefs ;. George, on the contrary, foon after his ar- 
rival in England, ufed to fay, Afy maxim is never to 
ahenuUn my friends \ to dojuftice to all the world; and to 
fear no man* To thefe qualifications he joined great 
application to buiinefs ; but generally fhidied more 
the interefts of thofe fubje&s he had left behind^ 
thaa of thefe he came to govern* 
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Tbe King firft hinddl at Greenwich, where k 
was received by the Duke of Northumberland,. mhI 
^e Lords of the regency. From the laading-phfle 
he walked to his houfe in the Park, accompadiei 
by a great number of the nobility, and i>ther pcf» 
fSaos of difiindion, who had the honour tQ ki6 Ui 
liand, as they approached. . Whenhc retired toiui 
bed-chamber, he fent for thofe. of the nobility iriM 
bad diliinguiihiud themfelves by their zeal for bii 
iiicce^^on } but tbe Duke of Ormond, the«Loid 
Chancellor, and I ord Trevor, were not of ibenuflK 
^r^ LoidOxfoid too, the neat morning, wane* 
ceivod withnxarjcs of difapprobat!OQ.| and none bat 
the Whigparty were admitted into any (hare of cob* 
fidence. The King of. a fadion is but the fovercigft 
i>f half his fubjeds ) of this, however, the Monarcb 
t fpe^k of did not fcem fenftble.^ it was' his misfor* 
tune, as well as that of the nation, that he wai 
kemmed round by men who foured him with sR 
^eir interefts and prejudices j; none now but the 
violent in fa6tion were admitted into emfiloyaMDt^ 
and the Whigs, while they pretended to fecure for 
him the crown, were, with all poffible diligence^ 
abridging the prerogative. An tnftantaneous and fo> 
tal change was efFedied in all the offices of honour aai 
advantage. The Whigs governed the fenate, and 
the court difpofed of aU places at pleafure ; whoift 
they wouldtbeyoppre&d ; bound tbe lower orders 
of people with new and fevere laws ; and this they 
called liberty. 

• Thefe partialities, and this oppreffion, foon raifed 
difcontents throughout the kingdom. The clamoui 
of the church's being in danger was revived i jea* 
loufies were harboured, and dangerous tumults raifed 
in every part of the country. The party cry was,. 
Down with the Whigs ; Sacheveral for ever. Du- 
nn& thefe commotioas in the Pietender*s fitvour, this 

Piioct 
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Pnnce bimfelf continued a oilm fpe£tator on the 
cootinenti now and then fending over his -CmifiarHia 
feo inflame the difturbances, todi^rfe his ineffeftual 
manifefloes, and to delude the unwary. Copies of 
a printed addrefs were fern to the Dukes of Shrewf- 
buxy« Marlborough, Argyfe^and other noblemen of 
the firft diftin^on, vindicating the Pretender's rigb( 
to the crown^ and complaining of the injuftice that 
was done him bj receiving a foreigner. Vet, for all 
this, he ftill contmued to profefs the trueft regard to 
the Catholic religion ; and, inftead of concealing. 
his fentimentson that head, gloried in his principles. 
It was the being a Papift whach had dlfpoflefled his 
father of the throne v and furely the fon could ne- 
ver hope to gain a crown by thie very methods in 
whith it was loft ; but an infatuation teemed for ever 
to attend the family. 

However odious^ at that tfme, the Popifh fuper^ 
fiitions were to the people in general,. yet the opinions- 
•f'the Diilenters feemed ftill more difpleafing. Re- 
ligioA was mingled with all political difpYites. The 
iiigh-church party complained, that, under a Whig: 
adminiftration, impiety and herefy daily gained 
ground ; that the prelates were at once negligent of 
fdigtous concerns^ and warm in purfuit of temporal 
bleffings. A book written by Doftor Samuel Clarke^ 
in favour of Socinianifm, was ftrifily reprehended ; 
the difputes among the Churchmen rofe to fuch a 
height that the miniftry was obliged to interpofe;. 
and the clergy received orders to finiib fuch debates^ 
and to intermeddle in affairs of ftate no longer. No- 
things however, could be more impolitic in a ftate, 
than to prohibit the clergy from difputing with each 
other ; by thia means they become more animated in 
the caufe of religion ; and this may be aflerted, that 
whatever fide they defend, they become wife^ and bet- 
ter, as they carry on the caufe« Tofilencetbeirdifputcs 
is to lead them into negligence -, if ctU^ow ^ Q5&t. 
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kept up by oppofition, it falls to the ground, ndr 
longer becomes an object of public concern. Go^ 
vernment, I fay again, ihould never filence difpnt^ 
and fliould never nde with either difputant. 

A new parliament was now called; in which Ac 
Whigs had by far the majority ', all prepo&fled with 
the ftrongeft averfion to the Tories, and led oo bj 
the King himfelf, who made no fecret of his di^ 
pleafure. Upon their iirft meeting he informed then, 
that the branches of the revenue granted for diefup* 
port of civil government, were not fufficient fordwt 
purpofe; he apprized them of the machinatioDi ef 
the Pretender, and intimated that he ^xpeded theii 
afliftance in punifhing fuch as had endeavoured to 
deprive him of that kleffing which he moft valued, 
the afFedion of his people. As the houfes were tbea 
difpofed, this ferved to give them the alarm ; and 
they out-went even the moft fanguine expedatioo» 
€f the moft vindictive miniftry.. 

Their refentment began with arraigning Lord Bo^ 
Itngbroke of high^veafeir, and- ether high crimes ani^ 
miidemeanors. To this it was objected by one of 
the members of the houfe of commons, that nothing 
in the allegations laid to his charge amounted to 
high-treafon. To this there was no reply given ^ 
but. Lord Conlngfby ftanding up, Tb^ cbairmanj faid 
.be, hes iwpeaehed the band, tut I impfsub ibi beai\ hi 
has impiacbed tbe fcholarj and I tbi mafier. I impud> 
Robert Earl of Oxford^ and Earl Mortimer^ rfbigh 
freafon and other critnes and mi/demeanors. When there* 
fore this nobleman appeared the next day in the houfe 
of Lords, he was avoided, by his brother Peers, as 
infe&ious i he, whofe favour had been but a little 
before fo earneftly fought after, was nowrqetS^l and 
contemned. When the articles were read againft 
him in the houfe of Peers, fome debates arofe as to 
the nature of his indidment, which, however, weie 
carried by his adver&cies^ and tk^e aiuclea of in»* 
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pc«chfnent' approved by the houfe ; he was therefore 
again impeached at the bar of the houfe of Lords ; 
and amotion was made that he might lofe his feat, 
and be committed to clofe cuftody. The Earl now 
feeing a furious fpirit of faSion raifed againfl; him, 
and arming at his head, was not wanting to himfelf, 
upon this emergency, but ipoke to the following 
purpofe : lam accujidj fays he,y^r having made a peacii 
4ifiace<i which j bad as it is now reprefentedy has hien ap" 
frvoid by txuofttccejjivt parliaments. For my own party 
Ilakvays aSfid by the immediate dire^ions and command 
§f tbg ^een my mtftrefsy and never offended againft any 
inawn law. 1 am juftified in my own conjcience^ and 
unconcerned for the life of an infignificant old man. But 
I cannot f without the htgheft ingratitude^ remain uncon^ 
ermedfir the beft of Queens ; obligation binds-fne to vin^ 
dicate her memory, my Lords^ ifminifters offtaie^ aif^ 
ing by the immediate commands of their Sovereign^ are 
etfierwards to be made accountable for their proceedings^ it 
mayy one day or other j be the cafe of all the members rfthis 
etuguft affembly. I do not doubt therefore^ that^ out of 
regard to yourfelves^ your Lordjhips will give me an equi^ 
table hearing ; and I hopcy that in the profecution of this 
inquiry it will appear j that I have merited^ not only the 
indulgenccy hut alfo the favour of this government* My 
Lordsy I am now to take my leave of your Lordjhips^ and 
of this honourable houfe^ perhaps^ for ever ! I fhall lay 
down my life with pleafure^ in a caufe favoured by my late 
dear royal miftrefs, Andy when I confider that I am to 
he judged by thejufticoy honour y aud virtue of my Peers^ 
I jhalT acquiefccy andreiire with great content. Andy my 
Lordsy Kro^s will be done. On his return from the 
houfe of Lords to his own houfe, where he was, for 
that Aight, permitted to go, he was followed by a 

freat multitude of people, crying out, High-church, 
)rmond and Oxford for ever. Next day he was 
brought to the bar, where he received a copy of hia 
^tiaco, and w^ allowed a montk l^ j^e^^x^ \\\^ -^t^^ 
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fwer. Though Dodor Mead declared, that if tki. 

£arl ihould be ient to the Tower, hb life wouU bt 

in danger, it was carried that . be (hould. be fat 

there, whither he was attended by a pixxligious cctH 

courfe of people, who did not fcruple to excltis 

flij^inft his profecutors. Tumults grew nMt fn^ 

quent \ and this only fcrvcd to increale^he icvfriqr 

«f the legifiature. An a^ was made, decreeing^ tliat 

. if any perfons, to the number of twelvd, vnlawfiiliy^ 

adBembled, ibould continue together one bour^ aAw 

being required to diiperfebya Juftice of Feaoe,e( 

^er officer, and heard the proclamation againft ri^ti 

«ead in public, they ihould be deemed, guilty of i^ 

lony, without bendit of the clergy. ^ a^ of this 

\ixA carries its own comment with it ; Jegiflatm 

ibould ever be averfe to enadin^ fiich law^ aa leave 

the greateft room for abufe« 

. A committee was now appointed ^to draw up ar- 

4clea of impeachment, and prepare evidence againft 

bim and the other impesKiied Lords \ he was coa« 

fined fai the Tower, [At D- 1 7 1 5* ] ^d tbere remaiodi 

for two years ; during which time, the kingdom ym 

%fi a continual ferment, feveral other Lords, who had 

broke out inio a^hial rebellion,, and were taken in 

.afrm6,i>Qing executed fortareafonitheminiftry feemed 

weary of executions \ and he, with bis ufual (bre« 

'£ght, prefented, upon this occasion, a petition for 

coming to bis tryal. A day was therefore aligned 

^im. The commons appointed a committee to en- 

3 uire into the ftate of the Earl's impeachment, and 
emanded a longer time to prepare for the tryal* 
The truth is, they had now begun to r^lax in their 
Ibrmer afperity ; and the intoxication of party waa 
not quite fo ftrong.as when he had been firft com- 
mitted. At the appointed time the Peers repaired 
to the court in Weftminfter-Hall, where Lord 
-Cowper pr^fided as Lord Steward. The commons 

«v/c ai&JiiWed \ and tb« Kiv^^ axA xo^j^ iw\\Vi af- 
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ifted at the folemnitv. The prifoncr was brought 
rom the Tower, and his articles of impeachment 
ead» with his anfwers and the replies of the com- 
Qons. Six Jofeph JAjl^ one of the agents for^he 
imiinons, fianding up to enforce the hrft article of 
\i» Lordihip's accufation, one of the Lords adjourn- 
ng the houfe, obferved, that much time would be 
ronfumed in going through all the articles of the im« 
leachment ; that nothing more remained than for 
ihe commons to make gc^ the two articles of high 
kreafon' contained in his charge ; and that this would 
It once detdrmine the tiyal. His advice was agreed 
to by the Lords j but the commons delivered a paper 
containing their reafens for aflerting it as their un^ 
doubted right to carry on the impeachment in the 
manner they thought moft conducive to their ainu 
On the other hand, the houfe of Lords infifted on 
their former refolution, confidertng it as the privi-^ 
lege of every judge to hear each caufe in the man* 
oer he jthinks moft fitting. The difpute grew^ftiU 
more violent ; a meflage was at length fent to the 
commons, intimating ^at the Lords intended to pro« 
ceed tmrnediatdy to the Earl of Oxford's tryal; and^ 
foon after repairing to the Hall of Juftice, they took 
their places. The commons, however, did not think 
fit to appear ; and the £arl, having waited a qi^rter 
of an hour at the bar, was difmiiled for want of ac- 
cufers. To<bis difpute, perhaps, he owed his fafe- 
ty, though it is^obable they would hate acquitted 
him of high-treafon, as none of his anions could 
juftly fuifer fuch an imputatioki* With the fame 
acrimony profccutions were carried on againft Lor3 
Bolingbroke and the Duke of Ormond ; but they 
found fafety in flight. 

Such vindictive proceedings as thefe naturally eX'* 
cited indignation ; the people graaned to behold a 
few great ones clofe up all the avenues to royal fa- 
w«i> and rule the nation with ngoux «bA ^^xxv^xx.^ 
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In Scotland {A, D. 17 15. J thedifcontcntbrokcfortL 
at length, into the flame9 of rebellion. - The Earlrf 
Mar, affembling three htindrcd of his own vaflali,i» 
the Highlands of Scotland, proclaimed the Pretender 
^ Gaftletown, and fet up his ftandard at Brae Mar,Qii 
the fixth day of September, then affuming the tidcrf 
Lieutenant-general of the Pretender's forces ; he «• 
horted the people to take arms in defence of thdp 
lawful Sovereign. But thefe preparations were wnJC 
and ill-conduacd^ all the defigns of the rebels weie 
^etrtyf«d ^ the government, the beginning of ewf. 
feyolt rcprefled, the weftern countries prevented 
fromrilingf^^ the moftprudent precautions taken (• 
keep all fufpeiled perfons in cuftody, or in awe. The 
Earl of Derwentwater, and Mr. Fofter, took the 
iield near the borders of Scotland j and, being joined 
by fome gentlemen, proclaimed the Pretender. Their 
firft attempt was to feize upon Newcaftie, in wbick 
they had many friends; but they found thegatci 
dhut upon, themi and were obliged to retire ts 
H«xam ; while General Carpenter, having afTembU 
a body of dragoons, refolved to attack them Mart 
their numbers were increafed. The rebels had two 
methods of ading with fuccefs; either marching 
immediately into the weftern parts of Scotland, and 
there joining General Gordon, who commanded a 
ftrongbody of Highlanders; x)rofcroffing the Tweed, 
and atuckin^ General Carpenter, whofe forces did 
.not exceed nine hujndred men. From their ufual in- 
fatuation neither of thefe fchemes were put into exe- 
cution ; for, taking the route another way, thejr 
left General Carpenter on one fide, and refolved to 
penetrate into England by the weftern border. They 
accordingly advanced without either forefight or dc- 
fign, ;as far as Prefton, wher^ they firft heard the 
pews that General Wills was marching; at the head 
,of fix regiments of horfe, and a battalion of foot, 

Xo attack them. Tbcj uovr itei^foi^ b^^gMx to raifc 
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icadoes, and to put the place in a pofture of de- 
«, repulfing at firft the attack of the King's army 
1 feme fuccefs. Next day, however. General 
Us was reinforced by the troops under Carpenter, 
the rebels were invcflcd on all fides. Fofter, 
ir General) fent Colonel Oxburgh with a trum- 
to the E^iglifh commander, to propofe a cap tu- 
on. This, however. General Wills refufed, ai- 
ding that be would not treat with rebels ; and that 
they could expcd was, to be fpared from imme- 
tt flaughtcr. Thefe were hard terms ; but they 
te obliged to fubmit. They accordingly laid down 
2ir anns, and were put under a ftrong guard. Their 
iders were fecured, and led through London 
sioned, and bound together, while the common 
en were confined at Chefter and Liverpool. 
While thefe unhappy cfrcumftances attended the 
bels in England, the Earl of Mar's forces, in the 
san time, increafed to the number of ten thoufand 
en, and he had made himfelf mafter of the whole 
unty of Fife. Againft him the Duke of Argyle 
i out for Scotland, as commander in chief of the 
rces in North Britain ; and, affembling fome troops 
Lothian, returned to Stirling with all poffible ex- 
dition. The Earl of Mar, being informed of this, 
firft retreated ; but being joined foon after by fome 
ans under the Earl of Seaforth, and others under 
eneral Gordon, who had fignalifed himfelf in the 
iffian fervice, he refolvcd to march forward to- 
urds England. The Duke of Argyle, apprized of 
s intention, and being joined by (omc regiments of 
itgoons from Ireland, determined to give him battle 
the neighbourhood ofDumblain, though his forces 
2re by^no means fo numerous as thofe of the rebel 
my. In the morning therefore of the fame d ly on 
hich the Prefton rebels had furrendered, he drew 
) his forces, which did not exceed three thoufand 
fc hundred men, but found h'itxv£«\i ^\t?L\\^ ^v - 
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flanked by the enemy. The Duke therefore perceiT-' 
ing the enemy making attempts to furround him, wu 
obliged to alter his difpofition; which, on account 
of the fcarcity of general officers, was not done b 
cxpeditioufly as to be all formed before the rebeU be- 
an the attack. The left wing therefore of the 
uke's army fell in. with the center of the enemy's, 
and fupported the firft charge without fhrinking. 
This wing feemed, for a (hort time, vidorioss^ 
as they killed the chief leader of part of the icbd 
army. But Glengary, who was fecond in command, 
undertook to infpire his intimidated forces ; and, 
waving his bonnet, cried outfeveral times. Revenge. 
This animated his men to fuch a degree, that they 
followed him clofe to the muzzles of the mufketi, 
pufhed afide the bayonets with their targets, and with 
their broad -fwords did great execution. A total route 
of that wing of the royal army enfued, and General 
Witham, their commander, nying full fpeed to Stir- 
ling, gave out, that all was loft. In the mean time ^ 
the Duke of Argyle, who commanded in perfonon 
the right, attacked the left of the enemy, and drove 
them before him for two miles, though they often 
faced about, and attempted to rally. The Duke 
having thus entirely broke the left, and pufhed them 
over the river Allen, returned to the field, where he 
found that part of the rebel army which had been 
vidorious ; but, Inflead of renewing the engage- 
ment, both armies continued to gaze at each other, 
neither coring to attack ; till towards evening both 
fides drew off, each boafting of viftory. Which 
ever might claim the triumph, it muft be owned, 
that all the honour, and all the advantages of thp 
day, belonged only to the Duke of Argyle. It was 
fufiicient for him to' have interrupted the enemies 
roo^refs ; and delay was to them a defeat. The 
• Jari of iMar therefore foon found his difappoint- 
i}cnts and lofles mcreafc. TYi^ c»!K\& oJl \»N^i:ucfs, 
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>f which he was in poiTcffion, was delivered up to 
lie' King by Lord Lovat, who had hitherto appeared 
<ii the intereft of the Pretender. The Marquis of 
rullibardtne left.the Earl to defend his own coun- 
try; and many of the Clans feeing no likelihood of 
coming foon to a fecond engagement, returned home. 
For an irregular army is much eafier led to battle, 
than induced to bear the fatigues of a campaign. 

The pretender might now be convinced of the va- 
nity of his expectations, in imagining that the whole 
country would rife up in his caufe. His affairs were 
^(Siuaily defperate ; yet, with the ufual infatuation of 
he family, he refolved to hazard his perfon among 
lis friends in Scotland, at a time when fuch a mea- 
ure was totally ufelefs. Pafling therefore- through 
i<>'rance in difguife, and embarking in a fmall veifel 
It Dunkirk, he arrived, on the twenty-fecond day of 
December, on the coafts of Scotlana, with only fix 
rentlemen in hs retinue. Upon his arrival in Aber- 
leen, he was folemnly proclaimed, and foon after 
nade his public entry into Dundee. In two days 
nore, he came to Scoon, where he intended to have 
the ceremony of his coronation performed. He or- 
dered thanklgivings for his fafe arrival, injoined the 
minifters to pray for him in the churches; and, 
without the fmalleft fhare of power, went through 
all the ceremonies of royalty, which were, at fuch a 
jundure, perfe6lly ridiculous. After this unimpor- 
tant parade, he refolved to abandon the enter prize 
with the famelevitywithwhich it hadbeeh undertaken, 
and embarked again for France, togetherwith the Earl 
of Mar, and fome others, in a fmall (hip that lay in 
the harbour of Montrofs ; and, in five days, arrived 
at Gravelin. General Gordon, who was left com- 
mander in chief of the forces, with the affiftance of 
the Earl-marflial, proceeded with them to Aberdeen, 
where he fecured three veflels to fail northward^ 
which took on board the perfon^ VlYvo vaxaw^^^ ^-^ 

G % ts^aiiA , 
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make their efcape to the continent. In this maniKr 
the rebellion was fuppreiied ; but the fury of the 
vid^ors did not feem in the leaft to abate with fi^- 
cefs. The law was now put in force^ with all in 
terrors ; and the prifons of London were crowM 
with thofe deluded wretches whom the minifiry Siev- 
ed no diipofition to fpare. The comaions, inthck 
addrcfb to the crown, declared they would profecote 
in the nioii vigorous manner the autfaprs of the re- 
bellion ; and their refolutions were as fpeed? u 
their meafurcs were viAdicSlivc. The Earls ofDer* 
wentwater, Nithifdale, Carnwarth, and Wintowo^ 
the Lords Widrington, Kenmuir, and Nairn, vcre 
impeached. The Habeas Corpus ad was fufpendedj 
and the rebel Lords, upon pleading guilty, receifcd 
fentence of death. Nothing could foften the Privf 
Council ; the houfe of Lords even prefented an a^ 
drefs to the throne for mercy, but without ctkSL 
Orders were difpatched for executing the Earls of 
Derwentwater and Nithifdale, and the vifcount Kfii- 
muir, immediately ; the others were refpited for thrtc 
weeks longer. Niihifdale, however, efcaped in wo- 
man's cloaths, which were brought him by his mo- 
ther, the night before his intended execution. Der- 
wentwater and Kenmuir were brought to the fcaf- 
fold on Tower- hill, at the hour appointed. Both 
underwent their fentence with calmnefs and intrepi-, 
dity, pitied by all, feemingly lefs moved themfclves 
than the fpedtators. 

An a6l of parliament was alfo made for trying the 
private prifoners in London, and not in Lancafliire, 
where they were taken in arms ; which proceeding 
was, in fome meafure, an alteration of the ancient 
conflitution of the kingdom ; when Fofter, Mackin- 
tofli, and feveral others were found guilty. Fofier, 
hovv.cver, efciiped from Newgate, and reached the 
conrii.cnt in fdfety ; and fome time after alfo Mack- 
iinUh^ With fome others^ loxt^d x.Vvdi YfaY^ having 
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tercd the keeper and turnkey, and di farmed the 
tinel. Four or five were hanged, drawn, atid 
Ttered ; among whom was William Paul, a cler- 
aan, who proteffed himfelf a true and fincere 
mber of the Church of England ; but not of that 
ifmatical church whofe Biihops had abandoned 
ir King. Such was the end of a rebellion, pro- 
)ly fivft infpired by the rigour of the new Whig 
niftry and parliament. In running through fhe 
iffitudes of human tranfadions, we too often find 
th fides culpable; and fo it was in this cafe. The 
^al party aded under the influences of partiality, 
;our, and prejudice, gratified private animofity gnder 
e mafk of public juftice^ ^nd, in Itheir pretended- 
vc of freed cm, forgot humanity. Oa the other hand,. 
e pnetender's party aimed not only at fubvcrtinT 
cgoyerumcnt, but the religion of the king«lom ;> 
ed a Papift himfelf, he confided only in counfellors 
' his 6wa perfuafion ; and moft of thofe who ad- 
Jred to this caufe were men of indifferent morals, 
' bigot^ principles. Clemency, however, in the 
>vernment, at that time, would probably have ex- 
IguiihedaU thefadfou« fpirit which has hitherto 
fturbed the peace of this country ; for it has ever. 
Jen the chara£ier of the Englifli, that they are more 
tfily led than driven into loyalty. 
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a a government, fo very complicated as that of 
3g]and, it muft necefTarily change from itfelf, 
a revolution of even a few years, as fome of its 
eaker branches acquire ftrength, or its ftronger de- 
icie. At this period, the rich and noble feemed to 
»flef8 a -greaiCer (hare of power than the^ K?id dotv^ 
t fofoa uges preceding ; the houfc oJ cs>mmotv%\yt- 
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came each day a ftronger body, at once more infc W^f 
pendent on the crown and the people. It was nov f ^^ 
feen that the rich could at any time buy their clc^\(''^ 
tion ; and that while their laws governed the poor, V' 
they might be enabled to govern the law. Tbe»- f}? 
bellion was now extinguifiied ; and the feveritia 
which juftice had inflided, excited the difcontentof 
many, whofe humane paffions were awakened is 
their fears began to Aibfide* This ferved as a pre- 
text for continuing the parliament, and repealing 
the a£t by which they were to be diflblved at the 
expiration of every th^rd year. An z8t of this na- 
ture, by which a parliament thus extended their own 
power, was thought, by many, the ready means of 
undermining the conditution ; for if they could widi 
impunity extend their continuance for feven veaiSi 
which was the time propofed, they could alio for 
life continue their power ; but this, it wras obfcrvcd, 
was utterly incompatible with the fpirit of legifli" 
tion. The bill, however, pafied both houfcs; lU 
obje^lions to it were confidered as difaflTe^tion; and, 
in a fhort time, it received the royal ianSion. Tbc 
people might murmur at this encroachment; but it 
was now too late for redrefs. 

Domeftic concerns being thus adju fled, the King 
began to turn his thoughts to his Hanoverian 
dominions, and determined upon a voyage to the 1^ 
continent. Nor was he without his fears for his I? 
dominions there, as Charles XII. of Sweden, pro- ^ 
feffed the higheft difpleafure at his having entered 
into a' confederacy againft him in his abfcncc 
Having therefore paffed through Holland to Han- 
over, in order to fecure his German territories, he 
entered into a treaty w ith the Dutch and the Regent 
of France, by which they promifed mutually to affift 
each other, in cafe of invafion j but the death of 
the Swedifh Monarch, who was killed by a cannon- 
bull Sit tlie fiege of ¥te4«\c\A?Ax^ Sasivi ^>4JL an 
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end to his difquietudes from that quarter. However, 
his Majefty, to fecure himfelf as far as alliances could 
add to his fafety, entered into various negotiations 
with the different powers of Europe ; fome were 
brought to accede by money, others by promifes. 
Treaties of this kind feldom give anv real fecurity ; 
they may be confidcrcd as mere political play thir«i^; 
they amufe for a while, and then are thrown negled^- 
cd by, never more to be heard of, as nothing but its 
otvn internal ftrength or fituation can guard a coun** 
try from jnfult« 

* Among other treaties concluded with fuch inten- 
tions, V/2LS thzt C2\\ed the ^adrupie Jiliance. It was 
agreed upon between the Emperor, France, England, 
and Holland, that the Emperor ihould renounce all 
pretenfions to the crown of Spain, and exchange 
Sardinia for Sicily with the Duke of Savoy. That 
the fucceffion to the Duchies of Tufcany, Parma, 
and Placentia, ibould be fettled on the Queen of 
Spain's eldeft fon, in cafe the prefent poffeiTors (hould 
die without male iffue. This treaty was by no means 
favourable to the interefts of England, as it inter- 
rupted the commerce with Spain ; and, as it de- 
ftroyed the balance of power in Italy, by throw- 
ing too much into the hands of Auftria. How- 
ever, England fitted out a ftrong fquadron in or- 
der to bring Spain to terms, if that kingdom fhould 
infift upon its rights in Italy. The war between the 
Emperor and King of Spain was actually begun in 
that country; and the mediation of the King of 
England was reje6led, as partial ^nd unjuft. It was 
therefore refolved by the court of London to fup- 
port its negotiations with the ftrongeft reafons ; 
namely, thofe of war. Sir George Byng failed to 
Naples with twenty-two fliips of the line, where he 
was received as a deliverer, that city having been 
under, die utmoft terrors of an invafton from Spain; 

G 4 ^^\t. 
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Here the £ngli(h admiral- received intelligence, that 
the Spanifh army, amounting to thir;ty choufand mcD) 
had landed in Sicily ; wherefore he immediately de- 
ft riTiined to fail thither, fully refolved to purfue the 
b>pani(h Rcet. Upon doubling Cape Faro, he per- 
ceived two fmal) Spanifh vefleis, and purfuing them 
clpTely they led him to their main fleeC, \vhich, be- 
fore noon, heperceived in line of battle^mountingt 
in all, to twcnty-feven fail. At fight of the £ngl& 
the Spanifh fleet, though fuperior in numbers, at- 
tempted to fail away, as the Englifh had, forfome 
time, acquired fuch expertnefs in naval ailairs, that 
no other nation would venture to face them, ex- 
cept with manifefl difad vantage. The Spaniardi 
ftemed diflra(Sled in their councils, and a£ted with 
extreme confufion ; they made a running fight ; but 
notwithflanding what they could do, all but three 
were taken. 1 he admiral, during this engagement, 
n^ed with equal prudence and refolution ; and the 
King wrote him a letter with his own hand, appnnriiig 
his conJud. This victory necefTarily produced the re« 
itncment and complaints of the Spanifh miniifaersat 
all the courts of Europe, which induced England to 
declare war with Spain ; and the Regent of France 
joined England in a fmilar declaration £ A. D. 1718 ] 
The Dukeof Ormond now, once more, hoped, by 
the aiUftance of Cardinal Alberoni, the Spanilh mini- 
fler, to reflore the pretender in England. He accord- 
ingly fet fail with fome troops, and proceeded as far 
as Cape Finiiterre, where his fleet was difperfed, and 
difabled by a violent florm, which entirely fiuftrated 
the armament ; and, from that time, the pretender 
feemed to lofe all hopes of being received in Eng- 
land. This blow of fortune, together with the bad 
fuccefs of the Spanifli arms in Sicily aiid clfewbere, 
once more induced them to wifh for peace j and the 
King of Spain was atlafl contented-tofign the qua* 
druplc alliance. 
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King George having thus, with equal vigour and 
liberation, furmounted all the obftacles he aiet with 

his way to the throne, and ufed every precaution 
at fagacity could fuggeft, for fecuring himfelf in it, 
;ain returned to England, where theaddreifes from 
)th houfes were as loyal as he could expeft* From 
IdreiHng they turned to an object of the greateft im- 
>rtance ; namely, that of fecuring the dependency 

* the Iri(h parliament upon that of Great Britain. 
Taurice Annefly had appealed to the houfe of Peers 

England, from a decree of the houfe of Peers in 
eland ; which was rcverfed. The Britilh Peers 
dered the Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland, to 
It Mr. Annefly in pofieilion of the lands he had 
ft by the decree in that kingdom. The Barops 
>eyed this order, and the Irifh houfe of Peers pafled 
vote againft them, as having attempted to diminifh 
e' juft privileges of the parliament of Ireland; and, 

tne fame time, ordered the Barons to be taken 
ider the cuftody of the Black Rod. On the other 
md, the houfe of Lords in England refolved, that 
e Barons of tho Exchequer in Ireland had aSed 
ich courage and fidelity ; and addrefled the King: 

• fignify his approbation of their conciuiSt, by fome 
arks of his favour. To complete their intention, 
bill was prepared, by wKich the Irifh houfe of Lords 
as deprived of all rights of final jurifJidtion. This 
as oppofed in both houfes. In the lower houfe Mr. 
itt afferted, that it would only incrcafe the power 
F the Englifli Peers, who already had too much. 
Ir. Hungerford demonftrated that the irifli Lords 
ad alwas exerted their power of finally deciding 
mfes. The Duke of Leeds produced fifteen reafons 
jainft the bill; but,notwithftandingall oppofition, 

was carried by a great majority, and received the 
)yal afient. I^he kingdom of Ireland was not, at 
lat time, fo well acquainted with the nature of 
berty, and its pwn cpflftitution^ 2t^\Xu^v^\^^^tv\, 
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Their houfe of Lords might then confift moftlyof 
men bred up in luxury and ignorance ; neither fpi- 
rited enough to make oppofition, nor (kilful enough 
to conduft it. 

But this blow, which thelrifli felt feverely, was not 
fo great as that which England now began to fuffer 
from that fpirit of avarice and chicanery which 
had inflated almoft all ranks of people. In the year 
J 720, John Law, a Scotchman, had ereAed a com- 
pany in France under the name of the Miffifippi; 
which, at firft, promifed the deluded people immenfe 
wealth, but toofoon appeared an impofture, and left 
thegreateft part of that natipn in ruin and diftrefs. 
The year following [A. D. 1 72 1.] the people of Eng- 
land were decerved by juftfuch another project, whiciv 
is remembered by all by the name of the Sovth-Sca 
fchcme ; and to this day felt by thoufands. To explain 
this as concisely as po&ble, it is to be obferved, that 
4!ver fince the revolution, the government, not hav- 
ing fufficient fupplies granted by parliament; or, 
what was granted requiring time to be colle&ed, they 
were obliged to borrow money from feveral diiierent 
companies of merchants ; and, among the reft, from 
that company which traded to the Eouth-Sea. h 
the year 17 16, they were indebted .to this company 
about nine millions and an half 6f money, for which 
they granted annually at the rate of fix per cent, in- 
tereft. As this company was not the cxnly one, to 
which the government was debtor, and paid fuch 
large interelt yearly, Sir Robert Walpole conceived 
a defign of leflening thefe national debts, by giving 
the feveral companies an alternative, either of ac- 
cepting a lower intereft; namely, five percent, for 
their money, or of being paid the principal. The 
different companies chofe rather to accept of the 
diminiflied intereft than tfte capital j and the South- 
Sea company accordingly having made up their debt 
to the government ten millions, inftead of fix hutt" 
dr€d rhou/and pounds wVvcVi xYie->j >x^>m^\>j w:s.v>^d 
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as intereft, were fatisfied with five hundred thou-* 
fand. In the fame manner the governors and com- 
pany of the Bank, and other companies, were con- 
tented to receive a diminifhed annuity for their fe- 
veral loans, all which greatly leflened the debts of 
the nation. It was in this fituation of things that 
Sir John Blount, who had been bred a fcrivener, and 
was pofleiled of all the cunning and plauiibility re- 
' quifite for fuch an undertaking, propofed to the mi« 
niftry, in the name of the South-Sea company, to 
leflen the national debt (liU further, by permitting. 
the South-Sea company to buy up all the debts of the 
different companies, and thus to become the principal! 
creditor of the ftatc. The terms offered the govern- 
ment were extremely advantageous. The South-Sea 
company wa$ to redeem the debts of the nation ouc 
of the hands of the private proprietors, who were cre- 
ditors to the government, upoa whatever terms they 
could agree on; and, for the intereft of this money,. 
which they bad thus redeemed, and taken into their 
own hand$, they would be contented to be allowed for 
fix years Ave per eent. and then the intereft fliould be 
reduced to four per tent, and be redeemable by par- 
liament. For thefe purpofes a bill paiTed both houfes -y 
and as the directors of the South -Sea companv could 
not of themfelves alone be fuppofed to be pofleffed of 
money fufficient to buy upthefe debts of the govern- 
ment, they were impowered to raife it by opening a. 
fubfcription, and gran tingannuitie^) to fuch proprietors 
as (hould think proper to exchange their creditors ;. 
namely, the Crown for the South- Sea company, with 
the advantages that might be made by their induftry. 
The fuperior advantages with which thefe proprietors 
were flattered, by thus exchanging their property in 
the government funds for South-Sea company ftpck 
were a chimerical profpedTt of having their money 
turned to great advantage, by a commerce to the 
fcuthcrn parts of America, whexc it. vj^'?^ i^^va\s.4^ 
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meafures, and, 4)y his councils, endeavoured to rc-^ 
ftore the credit of the nation. 

The difcoittents occafioned by thefe public cala- 
mitieS|Once more gave the difaiFeded party hopes of 
rifinrg. But, in ati their councils they were weak, 
divided, and wavering. Their prefent defigns there* 
ibre could not efcape the vigilance of the King, who 
had emiflaries in every court, and who had made, by 
his alliances, every potenute a friend to his caufe. 
He was therefore informed, by the Duke of Orleans^ 
Regent of France, of a new confpiracy aeainft him 
by feveral perfonsof diftin&ion, whiph poUponed his 
intended journey to Hanover. Among thofe ajgainft 
whom the moft pofitive evidence was pbtaineo^ was 
Mr. Chriftopher Layer, a young gentleman of the 
Middle Temple. He was convided [A. D. 1722] of 
having inlifted men for the pretender'^ fervice, and 
received fentence of death ; which he underwent, 
after having been often examined, a«id having Are* 
nuoufly refufed, to the laft, to difcover hb accom- 
plices. He was the only perfon who fufiered death 
upon this occafion } but feveral noblemen of high 
diftindion were made prifoners upon fufpicion. The 
Duke of Norfolk, the Bifliop of Rochefter, Lord 
Orrery, and Lord North and Grey were of this 
number. Of thefe, all, but the Biihop of Rochefter^ 
came of without puniflunent, the circumftances not 
being fufficient againft them for convidion. A bill 
was brought into the houfe of commons againft him, 
although a Peer ; and though it met with fome op- 
pofition, yet it was refolved by a great majority, that 
he (hould be.deprived of his office and benefice, and 
bani(hed the kingdom for ever. The Bifhop made 
no defence in the lower houfe, referving all his 
power to be exerted in the houfe of Lords. In that 
aflembly he had many friends ;. his eloquence, po- 
litenefs, and ingenuity had procured him many ; and 
his caufe being heard^ a long and warm debate wat 
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the confequence. As there was little againft him bet 
intercepted letters, which were written in cypher, 
the Earl Pawlet infifted on the danger and injuftice 
of departing^ in fuch cafes^ from the fixed rules of 
evidence. The Duke of Wharton having fummed 
up the depofitions, and fliewn the infufficiency of 
theni) concluded with faying. That let the confe- 
quences be what they would, he hoped the luftre of 
that houfe would be never tarnifhed, by condemning 
a man without evidence. The Lor<f Bathurft fpoke 
alfo againft the biU, obfewing. That if fuch extra* 
ordinary proceeditigs were countenanced, he faw no- 
thing remaining for him and others tado, but to re- 
tire to their country-houfes, and there, if poffible, 
Juietly enjoy their eftates within their own families, 
nee the leaft correfpondence, or intercepted letter, 
might be made criminal. Then turning to the Bj- 
.fliops, he faid he could 4)ard]y account for the in?e- 
terate hatred and malice fome perfons bore the in- 
genious Bifhopof Rochefter, unlefs it was, that they 
were infatuated like the wijd Americans, who fond- 
ly believe they inherit, not only the fpoi^s, but even 
$he abilities of any man they deftroy^ The Earl of 
Strafford fpoke on the fame fide y as alfo Lord IVe- 
vor, who obferved. That if men were, in this un- 
precedented manner, proceeded againft, without le- 
gal proof, in a fhort time, the rainifter's favour would 
be the fubjeft's only protedion \ but that for him- 
ielf, no apprehenfions of what he might fufFer, would 
deter him from doing his duty. He was anfwercd 
by Lord Seafield, who endeavoured to fhew, that the 
evidence which had been produced before them was 
fufficient to convince any leafbnable man ; and in 
this, he was fupported by the Duke of Argyle and 
Lord Lechmere, To thefe Lord Cowper replied. 
That the ftrongeft argument urged in behalf of the 
bill, was nece/Ety.; but, for his part, he could fee 
iU)thing that could jufti.fy fuch unprecedented, anJ 
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.fuch dangerous proceedings. The other party, how^ 
ever, faid little in anfwer ; perhaps already feniiUe 
of a majority in their favour. 1'he bill was palled 
againft the fiifhop, and feveral Lords entered their 
proteft. Among the members of the houfe of com- 
mons, who had exerted themfelves moil ftrenuoufly 
in the Bifliop's favour, was do6ior Friend, the cele- 
brated phyfician ; and he was now taken into cuf-* 
tody on fufpiciou of treafonable pradlices. He was 
fbon after, however, admitted to bail ; his friend 
DofSTor Mead becoming bis fecurity. In two days 
after the Bifhop of Rocheiler embarked for baniih- 
ment, accompanied with his daughter j and, on the 
fame day t^at he landed at Calais, the famous Lord 
. BolingbroKe arrived there, in his return to England, 
having obtained hisMajefty's pardon. Upon which 
the Bifhop, fmiling, faid, I£s Lordjhip and I are ex- 
changed. In this manner the Biibop continued in 
exile and poverty till he died ; though it may not be 
improper to obferve, that Do^or.Sacheverel left him, 
by will, five hundred pounds* 

Few tranfa£lions of importance happened during 
the remainder of this reign ; the miniflry were em- 
ployed in making various and expenfive negotiations, 
and covenants made without faith, and only obferved 
from motives of intereil or fear. The parliament 
made alfo fome efforts to check the progrefs of vice 
and immorality, which now began to be diffufed 
through every rank of life; luxury and profligacy 
had increafed to a furpriiing degree ; nor were there 
any tranfa£tions to £11 the page of hiflory, except 
the mercenary fchemes of vile projeftors, or the tafle^ 
lefs profufion of new-made opulence. The treaties 
lately concluded with Spain were again broken, per- 
haps by every party \ admiral Hofier was fent to in- 
tercept the Spanifh galleons from America ; of which 
the Spaniards being apprized, remanded back their 
treasure ^ and the greateft part of the Englifh fleet. 
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fent on this errand, was rendered, by the worms, 
entirely unfit for feirice ; and the men were cut off 
by the unhealthy climate and long voyage [A. D. 
1726.] To retaliate this, the Spaniard undertook 
the fiege of Gibraltar, ^nd with fimilar fucccfs. New 
treaties werefet on foot ; France ofiered its mediation } 
and fuch a reconciliation as treaties could procure 
was the confequence. 

The King had not now, for two years, vifitcd his 
German dominions ; and therefore f^on after the 
breaking up of parliament be prepared for a journey 
to Hanover. Accordingly, having appointed an ad- 
miniftration in his abfehtr, he. embarked for Hol- 
land ; lay^ upon his. landings (at the fitcle towA of 
Vert ; next day t)n>ceeded on his jouriiey ; and, in 
two days more, between ten and eleven at night, ar- 
rived at Delden, in all appearance in pcrfed health. 
He fupped there very heartily, and continued his 
progrefs early the next morning. Between eight and 
nine he ordtred the coach to ftop, and, it being per- 
ceived that one of his hands lay motionlefs, monfieur 
Fabrice, who had formerly been the fervant of the 
King of Sweden, and now attended King George, 
chafed it between his. As this had no tffed, the 
furgeon was called, who followed on horfeback, and 
alfo rubbed it with fpirits ; foon after the King's 
ton'yue began to fwell, and he had juft force enough 
to bid them haften to Ofnaburg ; and, falling into 
Fabrice's arms, quite irrfenfible, never recovered, 
but expired about eleven o'clock the next morning,' 
He died on Sunday the eleventh of June, 1727, in 
the fixty-eighth year of his age, and in the thir- 
teenth of his reign. Whatever was good or 
great in the rc'gn of George I, ought to be attri- 
buted wholly to himfelf; wlicncvtr he deviated, 
it might juitly be imputed to a miniflry always 
partial, and often corrupt. He was almoft ever 
attended with good forturiC, which was partly owing 
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to prudence, and more to ai&duity. In ihort, his 
fucceffes are the ftrongeR inftance of how imich may 
be acchieved by moderate abilities, exerted with ap<- 
plication and uniformity. 

LETTER LIV. 

1 have not hitherto faid any thing of the literature of 
the prefent period, having refolved to refer it to a 
reparatel€;tter, in which we may have a more perfpicu* 
ous view of it, than if blended with the ordinary oc- 
currences of the ftate. Though learning had never 
received fewer encouragements than in the prefent 
""cigDj y^t it never fiouri(hed more. That fpirit of 
philofophy which had been excited in former ages, 
ftiU continued to operate with the greateft fucccfs, 
and. produced the greateft men in every profeffion. 
Amo<igthedivine8,AtterburyandCIarkediftingui(hed 
tbemfdves* As a preacher, Atterbury united alt the 
graces of ftyle with all the elegance of a juft delivery; 
Jie was natural, polite, fpirited ; and his fermons may 
be ranked* among the firftofthis period. Clarke, on 
the other hand, defpidng the graces of eloquencr, 
only fought after convi^ion, with rigorous though 
phlegmatic exadlnefs, and brought moral, truths 
almoft to mathematical precifion. Yet neither he, 
Cudworth, nor any other divine, did fuch fervice to 
the reafoning worJd, as the great Mr. John Locke, 
who may be juftly faid to have reformed all our 
modes of thinking in metaphydcal inquiry. Though 
the jargon of fchools had been before him arraignco, 
yet feverai of their errors had ftill fubfifted, and were 
regarded as true. Locke therefore fct himfelf to over- 
turn their fyftems, and refute their abfurdities ; theie 
he eiFedually accompliflied ; for which reafons hifr 
book, which, when publiflied, was of infinite fervice 
may be found l^s ufeful at prefent, when the doo- 
trines it was calculated to. refutc^^uct iio\Qtv^\ Vi^&Sfc- 
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Among the mond writers of this period, the Ear! 
of Shaftdbury is not to be pafled over, whofe ele- 
gance, in fome meafure, ricoinpenfes for his want 
of foliditv. The opinions of M latter writers upea 
moral fubjeSs, are only derived from the ancients. 
Morals are a fubjed on which the induftry of man 
has been exercifed in every 'age ; and an infinite num- 
ber of fyftems have been the refult. That of Sbaftef- 
burv, in which he eftabliflies a natural fenfe of mo- 
ral oeauty, was originally profeiled by Plato^and ooljr 
adorned by the Englifli philofopher. 

This feemed to be the age of fpeculation. Berkeley, 
afterwards Bifbopof Cloyne in Ireland, furpafled all 
his cotemporaries in fubtlety of difquifttfon ; but the 
mere efforts of reafon, which are exerted rather to 
raife doubt than procure certainty, will n^ver loeet 
with much favour from fo vam a being as man. 

Lord Bolingbroke had alfo fome reputation for 
metaphyfical inquiry; his friends^ex tolled his fagacitf 
'On that head ; and the public were willing enough to 
acquiefce in their opinion j his fame therefore might 
have continued to rife ; or, at leaft, would have ne^ 
ver funk, if he had never publifhed. His works 
have appeared, and the public are no longer in ttlfi' 
former fentiments. 

In mathematics and natural philofophy, the vein 
opened by Newton, was profecuted with fuccefs; 
Dodor Halley illuflrated the theory of the tides^anJ 
and increafed the catalogue of the ftars j while Gre- 
gory reduced aftronomy to one comprehenfive ani 
regular fyftem. 

I)oflor Friend, in medicine, produced fome inge- 
nious theories^ which, if they did not improve the 
art, at leaft fhewed his abilities and learning in his 
profeffion. DoSor Mead was equally elegant, and 
more fuccefsful ; to him is owing the ufeful impro- 
vement of tapping in the dropT , by means of a 
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But, of all the other arts, poetry in this age was 
carried to the greateft perfedion. The language^ 
for fome ages, had been improving, but now (eemed 
entirely divefted of its roughnefs and barbarity. 
Among the poets of this period we may place John 
Phillips, author of feveral poems, but of none more 
admired than that humourous one intitled, Thi/piin-- 
did Shilling ; he lived in obfcurity, and died juft above 
Want. William Congreve deferves alfo particular 
notice; hit comedies, fome of which were but cooly 
received upon their iirft appearance, feemed to mend 
upon repetition ; and he is, atprefent, juflly allowed 
the foremoft in that fpecies of dramatic poefy. His 
wit is ever juit and brilliant;. his fentiments new and 
lively ; and his elegance equal to his regularity. 
Next him Vanburgh is placed, whofe humour feems 
more natural, and charaders more new ; but he owes 
too many obligations to the French, entirely to pafs 
for an original; and his total difregard of decency, 
in a great meafure, impairs his merit. Farquhar is 
fiill more lively, and, perhaps, more entertaining 
than either ; his pieces continue the favourite per- 
formances of the ftage, and bear frequent repetition 
lipthout fatiety ; but he often midakes pcrtnefs for 
wit, and^feldom firikes his charadlers with proper 
force or originality. However, he die J very young ; 
and it is remarkable, that he continued to improve 
as he grew older ; his laft play, intitled The Beaux 
Stratagem^ being the beftofhis productions. Ad- 
difon, both as a poet and profe writer, deferves the 
higheft regard and imitation. His Campaign, and 
Letter to Lord Halifax from Italy, are mafter-pieces 
in the former, and his EfTays publifhed in the Spec- 
tator are inimitable fpecimens of the latter. What- 
ever he treated of was handled with elegance and 
precifion ; and that virtue which was taught in his 
writings, was enforced by his example. Steele was 
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Addifon's friend and admiref ; his comedies are per- 
fedly polite, chafte, and genteel ; nor were his other 
vorks contemptible ; he wrote on fe¥eral fubjeds, 
and yet it is amazing, in the multiplkritj of hispur- 
fuits, how he found leifure for the difeuffion- of any. 
Ever perfecuted by creditors, whom his profufends 
drew upon him, or purfuing impraAicable fchemes, 
fuggefted by ill-grounded ambition. Dean Swift 
was the profefTed antagonift of both Addifon and him. 
He perceived that there was a fpirit of ronUnce mixed 
with all the works of the poets who preceded him ; 
or, in other words, that they had drawn nature on 
the moft pleafing fide. There ftill therefore was a 
place left for him, who, carelefs of cenfure, (hould 
defcribe it juft as it was, with all its deformities ; he 
• therefore owes much of his feme, not fo much totht 
greatnefs of his genius, as to the boldnefs of it. He 
was dry, farcaftic, and fevere ; and fuited his ftyle 
exactly to the turn of his thought, being concife and 
nervous. In this period alfo flouriflied many offu- 
bordin^te fame. Prior was the firft who adopted the 
-French elegant eafy manner of telling a ftory } but 
if what he has borrowed from that nation be taken 
from him, fcarce any thing will be; left upon whkh 
be can lay claim to applaufe in poetry. Rowe was 
only outdone by Shakefpear and Otway as a tragic 
writer ; he has fewer abfurdities than either ; and is, 
perhaps, as pathetic as they ; but his flights are not 
fo bold, nor his charaders fo ftrongiy marked. Per- 
haps his coming later than the reft may have con- 
tributed to leflen the eftcem he dcferves. Garth bad 
fuccefs as a poet ; and, for a time, his fame was even 
greater than his defert< In hi^ principal work, the 
Difpenfary, his verfifkation is negligent ; and his 
- plot is now become tedious ; but whatever he may 
lofe as poet, it would be improper to rob him of the 
merit he deferves for having written the profe dedi- 
csuion, and preface, to t\\e po^rcv ^Xy^^^^j Ywitw\\^tv«td 3 
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In which he has (hewn the trueft wit, with the moft 
refined elegance. Pafnel, though he has written but 
one poem, namely, the Hermit, yet has found a plscc 
among thcEngliiO) jirft^ate poets. Gay, likewife, by 
his Fables and Paftorals, has acquired an equal repu- 
tatioa. Rut of all who have added to the flock of 
Englifli poc^y* Pope, perhaps, deferves the firft 
place. On him foreigners look as one of the moft 
fuQcefsfui writers of his time : his verification is the 
fiioft harmonious, and his correcStnefs the moft re- 
markable of alL our poets. A noted cotemporary of 
his own, calls the Englifli the fineft writers on mo- 
ral topics, and Pope the nobleft moral writer of all 
tie Englifb. Mr. Pope has fomewhere named himfelf 
the laft Englifli Mufe) and, indeed, (ince his time, 
we have fcen fcarce any prod uQibn that can juftly 
lay claim to immortality 5 he carried the language 
to its higheft perfedion y and thofe who have at- 
tempted ftill farther to improve it, inftead of orna- 
ment, have only caught finery. 

Such.was the learning of tbic period ; it flouriflied 
without encouragement, ahdtb^ Englifli tafle feemed 
to difFufc itfelf over all Europe. The French tra- 
gedies began: to* be written after the model of ours ; 
our philofophy was adopted by all who pretended to 
reafon for themfelves. At pfcfent, however, when 
the learned of Europe are turned to the Englifli 
writers forinflru6)i6n, all fpirit of learning has ceafcd 
amongft us. So little has been got by literature for 
moie than an -age, that none chufe to turn to it for 
preferment. Church preferments, which were once 
given as the rewards of learning, have, for fome time, 
deviated to (be intriguing, venal, and bafe. All defire 
of novelty, in thinking, is fupprefied amongft us ; 
and our fcholars, more pleafed with fecurity and eafe 
than honour, cooly follow the reafonings of their 
predeceflbis, and walk round the circle of foctxi&t 
difcove//. ■_ 
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pon the death of George I, his foil George II, 
afcended the throne, [A. D. 1727.] of inferior abilities 
to the late King; and confequently fiill more ftrongly 
attached to his dominions on the continent. The va- 
rious fubfldies that had been in the laft reign graft- 
ed, to maintain foreign connexions, were ftill kept up 
in this and the late fyftem of politics, underwent no 
fort of alteration. The rights and privileges of the 
throne of England were, in general, committed to 
the minifter's care ; the royal concern being chiefly 
fixed upon balancing the German powers, and gain- 
ing an afcendancy for the Elector of Hanover in the 
Empire. The miniftry was, at firft, divided be- 
tween Lord Townfliend, a man of extenfive know- 
ledge; the Earl of Chefterfield,. the only man, of ge- 
nius employed under this government ; and Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, who foon after engrofled the greateft 
ihare of the adminiftration to himfelf. 

Sir Robert Walpole^ who is to make the principal 
figure in the prefent reign, had from low beein- 
nmgs, raifed himielf to the head of the treaiury. 
Strongly attached to the houfe of Hanover, and ferv- 
ing it at times, when it wanted his affiftance, he flill 
maintained the prejudices with which he fet out; 
and, unaware of the alteration of fentiments in the 
nation, ftill attempted to govern by party. He, pro* 
bably, like every other minifter, began by endeavour- 
ing to ferve his country ; but meeting with ftrong 
oppofition, his fucceeding endeavours were rather 
employed in maintaining his poft, than of being kr* 
viceable in it. The declining prerogative of the 
crown might have been an early objefl: of his atten- 
tion ; but, in the fequel, thofe very meafures which 
he took to increafe, it) proved to be the moft cffec- 
tual means of undermining \t% K^ \^vv^\\^ tUX his 
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ims wereturnecfonly to ferve hiinfelf,and his friends, 
le undertook to make a majority in the houfe of com* 
nons, by bribing the members; and, what was ftill 
forfe, avowed the corruption. As all fpirit of in- 
egrity was now laughed out of the kingdom ; and 
IS the people were held to duty by no motives of 
digious obedience to the throne, patriotifm was ri- 
liculed, and venality pra^iifed without fhame. As 
uch a difpofition of things naturally produced oppo- 
itiofl. Sir Robert was poffeiTed of a moft phlegmatic 
nfenfibility to bear reproach, and a calm difpaffionate 
i^ay of reafoning upon fuch topics as he defired 
3 enforce. His difcourfe was fluent without elo- 
uence; and his reafons convincing, without any 
bare of elevation. 

The houfe of commons, which, in the preceding 
sign, had been diftinguiflied into Whigs and Jaco« 
"ites, now underwent another change, and was again 
ividcd into the Court and Country party. l*he 
^ourt party were for favouring all the fchemes of 
he miniftry, and applauding all the meafures of the 
^own. They regarded foreign alliances as condu- 
cive to internal fecurity ; and paid the troops of other 
•ountries for their promifes of future affiftance. Of 
hefe Sir Robert was the leader $ and fuch as he 
•ouid not convince by his eloquence, he undertook 
o buy over by places and penfions. The other fide, 
^ho called themfelves the Country party, were en- 
tirely averfe to continental connexions ; they com- 
;>lained that immenfe fums were laviflied on fubfi- 
^ies, which could never be ufeful ; and that alliances 
'vere bought with money, which fhould be only re- 
Warded by a reciprocation of good intentions. Thefe 
looked upon the frequent journeys of the King to his 
Eleftoral dominions with a jealous eye, and fome- 
times hinted atthe alienation of the royal affections 
from England. .Moft of thefe had been ftrong af- 
fertors of the ?rotQ&^nt fucceflion \ ^v^^ ti^X. l^-wvw^ 
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the reproach of Jacobitifm, they fpoke vpith 
greater boldnefs. As the Court party generally threa- 
tened the houfe of commons with imaginary dangen 
to the ftate \ fo thefe of the Country ufuaily Reclaimed 
againft the incroachments of the prerogative. The 
threats of neither were founded in truth ; the kiog- 
dom was in no danger from abroad ; nor was inter- 
nal liberty in the leaft infringed by the crown. Oa 
the contrary, thofe who viewed the ftate with an un- 
prejudiced eye, were of opinion that the prerogatives 
of the crown were the only part of the confiitutioa 
that was growing every day weaker ; that while tlie 
King's thoughts were turned to foreign cooceroii 
the miniftry were unmindful of his authority at 
home ; and that every day the government was ma- 
king hafty fteps to an ariftocracy, the worfl of all 
governments. As Walpole headed the Court party, 
fo the leaders of the oppofite fide were Mr. William 
Pitt, Mr. Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, and Mr. 
Hungerford. 

The great objeftsof controverfy during this reign, 
were the national debt, and the number of forces to 
be kept in pay. The government, at the acceffion 
of the prefenc Monarch, owed more than thirty mil- 
lions of money; and, though it was a time of |)ro- 
found peace, yet this fum was continually found to 
increafe. To pay off this, the miniftfy propofed 
many projects, and put fome into execution ^ but, 
what could be expedied from a fet of men who made 
the public wealth only fubfervientto private intereft, 
and who grew powerful on the wrecks of their coun- 
try ? Demands for new fupplies were made every 
feflion of parliament, either for the purpofes of fe- 
curing friends upon the continent, of guarding the 
internal polity, or for enabling the miniftry to aft 
vigoroufly in conjunction with their allies abroad. 
T hefe were as regularly oppofed as made : the fpeak- 
ef5 of the Country pan^ ^\cx \ivtA^d\S\axthe Englifli 
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had no bufinefs to embroil themfelves with the affairs 
of the continent ; that expences were incurred with- 
out prudence or neceffity ; and that the increafe of 
the national debt, by multiplying taxes, would, at 
^kngth, become intolerable to the peogle. What- 
"fver reafon there might be in fuch arguments, they 
"Were notwith^anding conftantly over-ruled ; and 
every demand granted with pleafure and profufion. 

All thefe treaties and alliances, however in which 
the kingdom had been lately involved, Teemed no- 
iray productive of the general tranquility expefted 
from them. The Spaniards who had never been 
thoroughly reconciled, ftill continued their depreda« 
tions, and plundered theEn^'fli merchants upon the 
fouthern coafts of America, as if they had been pi- 
rates. This was the reign of negotiations ; and. 
From thefe alone, the miniftry promifed themfelves 
and the nation redrefs. Still, however, the enemy 
Vrent on to infult and feize, regardlefs of our vain ex- 
poftulations. TheBxitifh merchants complained [ A. D« 
1728] by petition, of the lofles fuftained by the Spa- 
niards; and the houfe of commons deliberated upon 
this fubjeft. They examined the evidence, and pre- 
fentedan addrefs to his Majefty, He promifed them 
all podible fatisfa(Stion, and negotiations were begun as 
formerly, and a new treaty was figned at Vienna be- 
tween the Emperor and the Kings of Great Britain 
and Spain, tending to confirm the former. Though 
fuch tranfadlions did not give the fecurity that was 
expeded from them, yet they, in fome meafure, put 
off" the troubles of Europe for a time. An interval of 
peace fucceeded, in which fcarce any events hap- 
pened that deferve the remembrance of an hiftorian ; 
iuch intervals are, however, the periods of happine(^ 
to a people ; for hiftory is too often but the regifter 
of human calamities. By this treaty at Vienna the 
King ef England concei\?ed hopes, that the !fea.c<i o€ 
Europe was eUabUQxcd upon the moft. \aKviv^^\iWK\$i.'k- 
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tion. Don Carlos, upon the death of the Duke of 
ij^rma, was, by the affiftance of an Englifh fleet, pot 
in peaceable pofleffion of Paroia and Placentia. Six 
thoufand Spaniards were quietly admitted, and quas- 
tcred in the Duch^ of Tufcany, to fecure for hia 
the reverfion of that Dukedom. Thus we fee £ii* 
rope, in fome meafure, refembling a republic, put- 
ting Monarchs into new kingdoms, and depriviif 
others of their fucceffion by an univerfal concur- 
rence. But this amicable difpoiition among the great 
powers could never continue long ; and the republic of 
Europe qpuft be but an empty name, until there be 
fome controlling power fet up by univerfal confcfl^ 
to enforce obedience tp the law of nations. 

During this interval of profound peace, nothing 
remarkable happened, except the conftant difputa- 
tions in the houfe of commons, where the conteib 
between the Court and Country party were carriei 
on with the greateft acrimony ; the fpeecbes, on 
either fide, being didated lefs by reafon than refent- 
ment. A calm uninterciled reader is now furprized 
at the heat with which many fubje<3s of little im- 
portance in themfelves, were difcufled at that time; 
he now fmiles at thofe denunciations of ruin with 
which their orations are replete. The truth is, the 
liberty of a nation is better fupported by the oppo- 
fition, than by what is faid in the oppofition. 

In times of profound tranquility the flighted oc- 
currences become obje<Sts of univerfal attention. A 
fociety of men, intitled, The charitable Corporation^ 
excited the indignation of the public. Their pro- 
feifed intention was, to lend money at legal intereft 
to the poor, upon fmall pledges ; and to perfons of 
better rank, upon proper fecdriiy. Their capital was 
at firA limited to thirty thoufand pounds ; but they 
afterwards increafed it to fix hundred thoufand. This 
money was granted in by fubfcription ; and the care 
cf conc/ucling the capaaX Y?aa 'mu>iS«.^ v^ ^ YcoQcr 
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number of diredors. This company, having con- 
tinued for more than tvirenty years, the cafliier^ 
George Robinfon, and the warehoufe-keeper *of 
the company, difappeared in one day. Five hun- 
dred thoufind pounds of the capital appeared to be 
funk and embezzled by the diredlors, in a manner 
the proprietors could not account for. They there- 
fore petitioned the houfe^ reprcfenting the manner in' 
which they hadT)een defrauded of fuch vaft fums of mo- 
ney, and the diftrefs to which many were reduced^ 
in confequence of fuch impoficion. The petition was 
received, and a fecret committee appointed to inquire! 
into the grievance. They foon difcovered a mofl 
iniquitous fcene of fraud, which had been carried on 
by Thompfon and Robinfon, in concert with fome of 
the diredors, for embezzling the capital, and cheat- 
ing the proprietors. Many perfpns of rank and quality 
were concerned in this infamous confpiracy; even 
fome of the iirft charadersin the nation did not efcape 
without cenfure. ^he houfe of commons declared 
their refentment, and expelled one or two of their 
members ; but the fufFerers met with fcarce any re- 
drefs. ' Nor can I mention fuch a circumftance with- 
out refle£):ing on that fpirit of rapacity and avarice 
which infe£ted every degree of people. An ill ex- 
ample in the governing part of a country ever difFufes 
ftfelf dowfiward; and, while the miniftry do not 
blulh at dete£tion, the people of every rank will 
not fear guilt. About this time not lefs than 
five members of parliament were expelled for the 
moft fordid afts of knavery ; Sir Robert Sutton, Sir 
Archibald Grant, and George Robinfon, for their 
frauds in the management of the Charitable Corporar- 
tion fchcme ; Dennis Bond, Efquire 5 and Serkant 
Burch, for a fraudulent fale of the late Earl of Der- 
wentwater's forfeited eftates. Luxury had produced 
prodigality, the fure parent of every meannefs. It 
was cv^n aflerted in the houte oi L^xi^^ >^'^\.tv^'^ 
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without a degree of horror: Richard Siiiit 
binder, and his wife, had long lived tog 
ftruggled with thofe wants, which, notw 
the profufion of the rich at this time, op] 
poor. Their mutual tendernefs for each ot.h 
only comfort they had in their diftrefles,whi( 
were increafed by having a child, which 
not how to maintain. At length, they 
def^erate refolution of dying hy their ov 
the child's throat was cut, and the hufban 
were found hanging in their bed-cbamb( 
left a letter behind, containing the reafons 
duced them to this aft of defperation 5 th 
€d, that they could no longer fupport a 1 
complicated wretched nefs ; and thought 
nefs to take their child with them, fron 
where they themfelves had found no c 
Suicide, in many inftances is afcribed tc 
we have here an inftance of felf- murder, 
with compofure, and borrowing the aids 
for its vindication. 
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.the miniftry, apd as warroly oppofed by their anta* 
gonifts, namely, the excife bill, which Sir Robert 
Walpole introduced into the houfe, [A. D. 1733] by 
firft declaiming againft the frauds praiStifed by the fac- 
tors in London, who were employed by the American- 
planters in felling their tobacco. To prevent thefe 
Aaud3 he propoied, inftead of having the cufloms 
ijevied in the ufual manner upon tobacco, that what 
Was imported fhould be lodged in w^rehoufes ajv- 
pointed for that purpofe by the oi&cers of the crown ; 
from thence to be fold, after paying the duty ojF 
bur-pence p^r pound, when the proprietor found a 
i^rktt for it. This propofal raifed a violent ferment^. 
fiot lefs in the houfe than without doors. Thofe 
^ho oppofed the fcheme, afTerted, that it would 
^xpofe the fa£iors to fuch hardfbips, that they would 
lot be able to continue the trade, nor would it 
Kevent the frauds complained of. They afTertcd^ 
:bat it would produce an additional fwarm of excife- 
DjBB.cers and warehoufe-keepers, which would at once 
sender the miniftry formidable, and the people de- 
pendant. Arguments, however, were not what the 
miniftry molt dreaded \ for the people had been raifed 
rnto fuch a ferment, that all the ayenues to the houfe 
were crowded with complaining multitudes ; and Sir 
R.obert began even to fear for his life. ' The mi- 
niftiy carried the propofal in the houfe ;. but obferv- 
ing the tumult of the people, they thought fit to drop 
»he defign. The milcarriage of the bill was celebrated 
with public rejoicings in London and Weilminfler ;. 
ind the minifter was burned in effigy by the popu- 
lace. 

This fuccefs, in the members of the oppofition,. 
encouraged them to go on to a propofal for repeal- 
ing an ^&. made in the lad reign, by which the houfe 
3f commons was to be feptennial. They propofed 
Jiat parlianients fhould again be made trieinnial, as^ 

H 3 \w^.^* 



iof the people ; thar during the continuance 

parliament feveral fevere laws had been e 

that by one of thefe a man might be rempv 

tried in any place where the jury might be 

able to the crown, and ^-here the prifoner's i 

could not, or dared not, to come. That, by; 

a juftice of the peace was impowered to put 

fubjedls to immediate death only, after readin 

clamation againft riots. The South-Sea 

they faid, -was eftabiifhed by an a<Sl of a fe 

parliament ; and the exciip bill had like, un 

^ influence alfo, to have pafled into a law. ! 

•liani Wyndham diftinguiOied himfelf in this 

Let usfuppofe^ faid he, a man without anyfenfe o^ 

raijed to he a chief minijhr ojjiate, Suppofe hin 

cf great wealth ; the plunder of the nation, Suj 

fcreened by a corrupt majority of his creatures^ ai 

ing over all men of family .^ fcnfe^ and honour^ ir 

tion. Let us fuppofe a venal parliament^ and an 

King ; I hope Juch a cafe will never occur j but ft. 

ever happen to be at once united^ a fnort parliat 

be the only means of leffening the evil. Notwith 

thefe expoftulations, the miniftry were, as uf 
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The miniftcr being now left without oppofuipn 
iQ the houfci took this opportunity to render his ri- 
vals odiou9 or contemptible, by getting feveral ufeful 
laws pafTed in their abfence ; while the King labour- 
ed, with equal affidulty tp adjuft the political fcale of 
Europe ; and, for this purpofe, made feveral journies 
to his EleAoral dominions. But his affiduity in heal- 
ing foreign differences did not prevent one of a more 
(bmedic nature ; for a mifunderftanding arofe between 
him and the Prince of Wales ; a Prince that was tho 
darling of the people, and who profefled his diflike both 
to the miniftry and their venal meafures. [A. D. 1738.} 
He had been, a fhort time before, married to the 
frincefs of Saxegotha ; and the Prince's miftaking 
a meiTage from the King, at a time when th^ Prin- 
cefs was. lying-in, iirft caufed the rupture. It was 
foon after widened by the vile emiflaries of the court, 
ft that his Majefty forbade the Prince his prefence ; 
and gave orders that none of his attendants fhould 
be admitted to court. A motion however was made 
in the houfe of commons, for increafing the Prince's 
feftlement, which was but fifty thoufand pounds, to 
sn hundred tKoufand. It was reprefented that fo 
much had been granted by thf late King, to his pre« 
fcnt Majefly when Prince of Wales ; and that fuch 
a fettlement was conformable to the practice of for« 
mer times, and necefTary to the independency of the 
heir apparent to the Englifh crown. This motion 
was vigoroufly oppofed by Sir Robert Walpole, as an 
incroachment on the prerogative, and an officious in- 
termeddling in the King's family affairs. The fup- 
porters of the motion obferved, that the allowance 
of fifty thoufand pounds was not fufficient to defray 
the Prince's yearly expences, which by his Majefly's 
own regulation amounted to fixty-three thoufand. 
The motion, however, met the fate of all other anti* 
minifterial meafures, being rejected by the majority.. 

H 4 ^viX. 
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But whatever imaginary 'dirappointmehts the people 
might fufFer, there was a blow levelled at the little 
wit that was left remaining, which has efieSuallf 
baniOied all tafle from the ((age, and from which it 
has never fmce recovered. When Walpole entered 
into power he refolve^'to defpife that fet of uoder- 
rate writers, who live by arraigning every miniftryt 
and diileminate fcandal and abufe. For a time be 
profecuted that intention ; but at laft, foui^d it nc- 
ctilary to employ a fet of mean hirelings, to anfwcr 
calumny with calumny. He wanted judgment to 
diftinguifh genius ; or none pofleiled of Aicb a gift 
were mean enough to applaud his meafures. From 
hence he took an imp}4Cable averflon to the prefs, 
which fo feverely expofed his corruption, and branded 
his follies. But the prefs alone was not the onlf 
fcourge he had to fear; the theatre joined all itsn- 
dicule, and he faw himfelf expofed as theobjedof 
fcorn, as well as hatred. When licenfe once tranf- 
grtiTes the rules of decency, it, knovvs no bounds. 
Some of the pieces exhibited at thac time, were not 
only fevere, but imrr.oral alfo. This was what the 
mini()er held to ; he brought in a bill to limit the 
number of play-houfes; to fubje^l all dramatic writ- 
ings to the infpedion of the Lord Chamberlain, whofe 
licenfe was to be obtained before any work could ap« 
pear. Amon2; thole who undertook to oppofe this 
bill, was the Earl of Chefterfield, who obferved that 
the laws already in being for keeping the i^age within 
due bounds, were every way fufficient. Ifj fays hCf 
our Jl age 'players at atiy time exceed thofe hounds^ they dugki 
io he profecuted^ arid may bepunijhed. A new law there" 
fore is^ in the prefent injiance^ unneceffary ; and every un^ 
neceffary law is dangerous, JVit^ my Lords^ is the prih 
perty of thofe that have it \ and it is too often the only prt' 
perty they have. It is unjiijl therefore to rob a man at any 
rate of his poj/ej/ions -, hut it is cruelty to fpoil bim^ ifa^- 
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rtadjf few. Ifp^its 4ind players are to be rejlrained^ let 
tbem be reftrained like other fubjeSis \ let them be tried by 
their Peers ^ and let not a Lord Chamberlain be made the 
fovereign judge of wit, A power lodged in the hands of 
' ^fif*gl' ^^^ *o def ermine^ without limitation or appeal^ 
is a privilege, unknown to our laufs, and inconjiftent witli 
9Hr con/iitution. The houfe applauded his wit ancL 
eloquence J and the queflion was carried againft 
bii9. 

Tl^e difcpnteAU occaiioned by fuch proceedings 9t 
iioiiie, were ftiH oiore increafed by the depredationa- 
of the Sp^oi^rds. They difputed the right of the 
£ngli(h to cut logwood in the Bay of Caaipeachy ii^' 
America ;. a right which had been often acknow* 
ledged, but never clearly explained, in all former 
treaties between the two klngdo/ns. Their Guar da. 
Cofias plundered the Engliih merchants with impu- 
nity \ and upon the leaft refifiance, behaved with 
infolence, cruely and rapine. The fubjeds of Bri* 
tain were buried in the mines of Potofi, deprived oif 
all means of conveying their complaints to their* 
protedorsy and their vedels confifcated, in defiance 
of juftice. The Englifh court made frequent re^ 
monftrances to that of Madrid, of this outrageous- 
violation of treaties, and they received for anfwerr 
Qnly promifes of inquiry, which produced no refor— 
mation. Our merchants loudly complained of thefe- 
outrages ; but the minifter expe£led^ from negotia- 
^ tion, that redrefs which could only be obtained by. 
arms. He knew that a war would increafe the diffi^ 
culties he had to encounter ; and he was fenlible, thaO 
thofe he already encountered required all his art and' 
induftry to remove. A war, he was fenfible, wouldi 
require cxpences which he wi(hed to ihare in peace* 
In fliort, all his meafures now were not to ferve the- 
ftate, but to preferve his power. Influenced bythcfe 
confiderations, he indufirioufly endeavoured to avoidi 
^. rii£ture.. The fears he difcovercd only ferved to# 
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increafe the enemies infolence and pride. Howe?ec 
the complaints of the Englifii merchants were loud 
enough to reach the houfe of commons ; their let- 
ters and memorials were produced^ and their griev- 
ances enforced at the bar by council. The houfe, tt 
length) agreed to an addrefs, to intreat his Majefty to 
obtain efFe£lual relief,^and to convince Spain that iti 
indignities would be no longer borne with iropuoitj* 
Thefe complaints produced a convention between the 
two crowns, concluded at Prado, importing, that two 
plenipotentiaries (hould meet at Madrid, to regulite 
the refpe&ive pretenftons of either kingdom, with re- 
gard to the trade in America, and the limits of Flo- 
rida and Carolina. Thefe conferences were to be 
finifhed in eight months ; and in the mean time, all 
hoilile preparations were to ceafe on either fide^^ His 
Catholic Majefty agreed to pay the King of Great Bri- 
tain ninety- five thoufand pounds, to fa tisfy the de- 
mands of the Britiih fubjeds upon the crown of 
Spain, after dedudling from the whole the demands 
of the crown and fubje£ts of Spain upon that of 
Britain. Such an agreement as this was jlifily re- 
garded on the fide of the BritiOi miniftry as a bafe 
defertion of the honour and interefts of their coun- 
try. And when the houfe of commons came to take 
the convention under confideration, it produced the 
warmeft debate. All the adherents to the Prince of 
Wales joined in the oppofition. It was allcdged, 
that the Spaniards^ inflead of granting a redr^fs, had 
rather extorted a releafe for their former conduft. 
That* they flill aflerted their former right of fearcb- 
ine; Englifli (hips, and had not fo much as men- 
tioned the viord fathfadlion in all the treaty. Not- 
withftanding all the remonftrances againft thistreatf, 
the majority of the houfe declared in its favour; and 
feveral members of the oppofite fentiment retired 
*rom parliament^ having defpaired of being longer 

fcxvico- 
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ferviceable in a place where party, and not reafon,. 
was feen to prevail. 

As Spain had engaged to pay a large fum of money 
Ij this convention, fome time after, when the mini- 
fier demanded a fupply, upon a different occafion. 
Lord Bathurft moved to know, whether Spain had 
paid the fums fiipulated, as the time limited for the* 
payment was expired. The Duke of Newcaftle, by^ 
his Majefty's permiflion acquainted the houfe, that 
it was not paid ; and that Spain had affigned no rea* 
fbn for the delay. In fome meafure, therefore, to* 
atone for his former flownefs, the minifter now be- 
gan to put the nation into a condition for war. Let- 
ters of reprifal were granted againft the Spaniards.. 
Tbefe preparations were regarded by the Spanifh^ 
^ouvt as a£tual hollil.ities» The French ambafiadoi; 
at the Hague declared,, that the King his mafter was^ 
obliged, by treaties, to aHift the King of Spain ; he^ 
difiiiaded the Dutch from efpouring the caufe of Eng- 
land ; who promifed him an inviolable neutrality. It 
is curious enough to confider the revolutions whicht 
the political fyftem of Europe had undergone. Not 
above twenty years before, France and England were 
combined againft Spain ; at prefent, France and Spain: 
united, againft England. Thofe ftatefmen who build 
upon alliances as a lafting bafis of power,, will, at 
length, find themfelves fatally miftaken. 

A rupture between Great Britain and Spain being., 
now become inevitable, the people, who had long 
clamoured for war, began to feel uncommon alacrity 
at its approach ; and the miniftry finding it unavoid- 
able, began to be earneft in preparation. Orders 
were liTued for augmenting the land forces, and raif- 
ing a body of marines. Two rich Spanifli prizes were- 
taken in the Mediterranean, and war declared againftr 
them in form. [A. D; 1739.] Admiral Vernon was- 
fent to the Weft- Indies, commander of the fleet, in 
Qidec ta difij:e(k the Spaniards in tbat part of the: 
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globe. Vernon was a rough and honeft foldiei 
tainted with the corruption or the effetninacy 
times. He had in the houfe of coaim6ns, a£ 
that Porto-Belio, a fort and harbour in South 
rica, might be eafily taken, and that he himfelf 
undertake to reduce it with fix (hips only, i 
jed which appeared fo wild, and impoffible, i 
diculed by the miniftry ; but, as he ftill infifte< 
the propofal, they were pleafed to comply wi 
reqaeft. This they fuppofed would at once rid tl 
a troublefome antagonift in the houfe ; and, in i 
his failure, it would be a new caufe of triuo 
his difgrace. In this, however, they were 
pointed. The admiral, with iix (hips only, att 
and demolifhed all the fortifications of the plac 
came away viftorious, almoft without bloc 
This dawning of fuccefs upon the Briti(h an 
duced the houfe of commons to enter vigoroufl 
the King's meafurcs for carrying on the war. 
enabled him to equip a very powerful navy 5 
voted a fubfidy to the King of Denmark, an 
powered their Sovereign to defray feme otb< 
pences, not fpecified in the eftimates ; the wh 
their grants amounting to about four millk>ns. 
war was now carried on with vigour, and tk 
bates in the houfe of commons became lefs vi 
In a nation, like England, of arts, arms, and 
merce, war, at certain intervals, muft ever be 
ceable. It turns the current of wealth from tl 
duftrious to the cnterprifing. Thus, all ord 
mankind find encouragement, and the nation bc< 
compofed of individuals, who have fkill to a- 
property, and who have courage to defend ic 
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JnL wir between Elngland and Spain was fuffident 
to comoaiintcate difiurbance^ over all the globe. 
Countrki that were once too obfcure to be known» 
were now feen to fend out fleets, one (hip of which 
was capable of dcftroying all the naval power of an 
Afiatic eoipife. A fquadron of (hips (commanded by 
Coamodore Anfon was equipped, in order to fail 
through the Streisbts of Magellan into the South Sea, 
and to uSt agiunft the enemy on the coaiSs of Chili 
aad Peru. This fleet was toco»operateoccafionallyr 
with Admiral Vernon acrofa the Iflhmus of Darien ^ 
but the delays and blunders of the miniflry fruflrated 
this fcheme, though originally well laid. However^ 
though too late in the feafon, the Commodore fet 
forward with fi?e (hips of the line, a Frigate, and two 
fiore-(hip6, fupplied with provilions and other mer* 
chandize, deiigned to carry on a trade with the fa- 
vage inhabitants of that part of the world, or to 
conciliate their afFedions. The number of men a* 
mounted^ in all, to about fourteen hundred, includ-» 
ing two hundred invalids taken from the hofpitals^ 
and two hundred new raiftd recruits. This whole 
expedition is a fine inftance of the power of perfe^ 
verance in forcing fortune. The Commodore fleer- 
ed his courfe by the ifland of Madeira, proceeded to 
to the Cape Verd Iflands, and failed along the coafls 
of Brazil. He refrefhed for fome time at the ifland 
of St. Catharine, in twenty-feven degrees of fouthern 
latitude ; a fpot that enjoys all the verdure and fruit- 
fulnefs of ihofe luxurious climates. From this place he 
fleered ftill onward into the cold and tempeftuous cli- 
mates of the fouth, along the coaft of Patagonia ; and,. 
in about five months, entered the famous Streights of 
Magellan. After havinc; fuflFcred the moft violent tem- 
pefl&he doubled Cape Horn ^ the reft of his fleet werr 
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difperfcd or wrecked ; his crew deplorably difabled 
by the fcurvy ; and his own (bip with difficulty ar- 
rived on the Ifland of Juan Fernandez. In this de- 
Kcious abode he remained for fome time, where na- 
ture feemed, in fome meafure, to confole mankintf 
for the calamities of their own avarice and ambitiom 
In order to improve ftill farther a retreat of facb 
elegance, he ordered feveral European feeds and fruits 
to be.fown upon the ifland, which increafed to fucb 
a furprifing degree, that fome Spaniards, who, fcfc^ 
ral years after, lainied there, and found them in 
plenty, could ndt avoid acknowledging this ad of 
generofity and benevolence. Here the Commodore 
was joined by one (hip more of his fleet, and hj the 
Tryal frigate of feven guns. Advancing now nordn 
ward, towards the tropic of Capricorn, he attacked the 
city of Payta by night. In this bol4 attempt he madeno 
«fe of his (hips, nor even difembarked all his men. A 
few foldiers landed by night, and filled the whole 
town with terror and confufion. The governor of 
the garrifon, and the inhabitants, fkd on all fides; 
accuflomed to cruelty over a conquered enemy them- 
ielves, they expeded a fimilitude of treatment. lit 
the mean time, for thr«e days, a fmall number of 
Englifh kept pofTeflion of the town, and itrippecl it of 
all its treafures and merchandize, to an immenfe 
amount. Such of the negroes as had not fled were 
made ufe of in carrying the goods of their former 
maimers on board the Engliih Shipping ; and the Spa- 
niards refufing to treat, foon faw their town all itt 
flames. This, however, was but a fmall. punifh- 
ment for all the cruelties which they had pra£)ifed 
in taking pofTeffion of that country, upon its firft in* 
habitants. The plunder of this place ferved to en- 
rich the captors ; and the^ ravage made among them, 
by the fcurvy, ftill increafed the (hare of every fur- 
vivor. Soon after this fmall fquadron came up as far as 
FaDSLOi^y filuated on the Suelghts of Daricn>. upon 



^o-Series ijf Letters; 159 

he wefiem fide of the. great American continent ; 
o that by Anfon on the one, and Vernon oh the 
>ther, the Spanifh Empire was attacked on both 
ides ; but the fcheme failed from Vernon's want o( 
!uccefs. 

Anfon, who now only commanded two (hips, the 
'emainder having either put back to England, or, 
seing wrecked by the tempefts, placed all his hopes 
in taking one of rhoferich Spanifli (hips, which trade 
between the Philippine iflands, near the coaft of 
China and Mexico, on the Spani(h main* Only 
one or two, at the moil, of thefe veflels pafled from 
one continent to the other in a year. Thefe are 
made immenfely ftrong, large, and carry great quan* 
ties of treafure and merchandize. The Commodore 
therefore,* and his little fleet, traverfed that great 
ocean lying between the Afiatic and American con« 
tinent, in hopes of meeting this rich prize, which it 
was hoped would, at this time of the year, return 
from the Eaft, and amply repay the adventurer^ for - 
all their 'dangers apd fatigues. Avarice thus became 
honourable -when purfued through peril and diftrefs. 
But the fcurvy once more vifited his crew, now long 
kept at fea, and without fre(h provifions. This dif<« 
order though it takes the fam6 name, is very dif--> 
ferent from that on land. The fea fcurvy is attend- 
ed with an univerfal putrefaAion, the teeth loofen^ 
old wounds that are healed again open, and fome-« 
times the limbs are feen- to drop ofF at the joints* 
By this terrible diforder feveral of his men daily 
fell, and others were difablf d. One of his (hips be« 
coming leaky, and the number of his hands decxeaf- 
ing, he thought proper to fet it on fire in the midft 
of the ocean. His fleet now being reduced only ta 
one (hip, called the Centurion^ of iixty guns, and all 
the crew in the moft deplorable fituation, he cafl an<- 
chor on. the deferted ifland of Tinian, which lies 
ibout half way between the old s^ui new worJd.^ 
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This Ulaitd had fome yeaurs before been peopled by 
near thirty thoufand inbabitaats, but an epidemical 
diftempcr coming among tbem, deftroyed a put» 
and the reft forfook the place. Nptbing howerer, 
could exceed the beauty of this fpot. The mofi ro* 
mantic imagination cajanot form a (cen« AirpadEng 
what 1 inian naturally afforded \ greens, grovesi ca(^ 
cades, fields, flowers, and profp^s. This retreat 
faved the Englilh fquadron. AH that a fea-bratea 
company of mariners could wifli, was found here in 
great abundance; clear and wholefome water, me- 
dicinal herbs, domeflic animals, and other neceiEi^ 
lies for refitting their (battered vciTel. Thus refreih* 
ed, he went forward towards China» pafled by the 
kingdom of Formofa, and went up the river Cantojv 
in order to careen the only ibip that was now left 
him. Being thus far on his way homeward, nothing 
can better teftify the hardy and untameable fpirit of 
the Engliih, than his venturing once oiore back inta 
the fame ocean where he had experienced fuch a va- 
fiety of diftrefs. The Commodore having put his 
vcfiel into good order, by the affiftance of the Cbi- 
nefe, and having taken Dutch and Indian failors on 
board, he again returned towards America. At length, 
en the 9th of June, he difcovered the galleon he fo 
ardently expeded. This veffel was formed as well 
for the purpofes of war as of merchandize. It amount*^ 
ed fixty guns and five hundred men, while the crew 
of the Commodore did not exceed half that number* 
The engagennent foon began ; but as thofe who at- 
tack have always the advantage of thofe who de- 
fend, and as the Englifh are^ more expert in naval 
affairs than any other nation ; the Spanifh (hip foon 
became the Centurion's prize. There were but a 
few men killed on the fide of the Englifh,' while 
the Spaniards loft near feventy. The conqueror 
now returned to Canton, once more with his prize. He 
libcre maintained the honour of bis country, in re- 
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afing to pay the impofts which were laid, upon ordi* 
lary merchants;: and infifled that an Englifli fhip of 
war was exempted from fnch a duty. From Canton 
le proceeded to the Cape t/ Good Hope^ [A. D. 1744^] 
i4id profecuted his voyage to England, where he ar-^ 
"ived in fafety, with immenfe richer.' His Uilr prize' 
i^as valued at three hundred and thirteen thovrand 
pounds fterling; and the different captures that had 
been made before this laft piece of good fortune^ 
might amount to, as oauch more. Upon his return, 
ComcDodore Anfon received ail that honour which 
prudence and perfeverance deferve. ' He foon be-» 
camtf the oracle confulted in all naval deliberations ; 
the King afterwards rallied him to the dignity of the 
peerages ^^^ he was made firft Lord of the Ad- 
miralty. 
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bis expedition of Anfon took up near thretf 
years; The Eoglifl], in the mean time, carried 
oa their operations again ft Spain with vigour, an^ 
various fuccefs. When Abfon had fet out, it was 
only to. ^St a fubordinate part to a formidable ar- 
mament, deftgned fbr the coafb of New S|>ain, 
conAfting of twenty-nine ihips of the line, and a)- 
■K>ft an equal number of fiigates, furnifhed with alt 
'kinds of warlike ftores, near fifteen thoufand fea** 
ateo, and twelve thoufand land forces. Never was 
a fleet more completely equipped, nor never had the 
nation more fangpioe hopes of victory. Lord Cath- 
cart commanded the land forces ; but, dying on the 
pafTage, the command devolved upon General Went- 
wof th, whofie chief merit was his ^vour with thofe 
in power. This, with feveral other unfortunate 
circumftances, concurred to fruftrate the hopes of the 
public. The minifiry, without any vilible reafon,^ 
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bid detained the fleet in England until the feafenfor 
adion was almoft over. In the country where Acy 
were to carry on their operations, periodical rains 
begin about the end of April; and this change in the 
atmofphere is always attended with epidemical dif- 
tempers. They, at length, however, fet (ail for the' 
continent of New Spain; and after fome tempeftit 
and fome delays, arrived before Carthagena. This 
city, which lies within fixty miles of Panama, ferves 
as the magazine for the Spani(h merchandize, which 
is brought from Europe hither, and from thence traa- 
fported, by land, to Panama, lying on the oppofitt 
coaft. The taking of Carthagena therefore would have 
interrupted the whole trade between Old Spain and 
the New. The troops were landed on theillind 
Terra Bomba, near the mouth of the barbour, 
known by the name of the Bocca-^Chica, which was 
fortified with all the arts of engineering. The Bri- 
tifh forces erefled a battery on fhore, with which 
they made a breach in the principal fort, while the 
Admiral fent in a number of (hips to divide the fire 
of the enemy ; and to co- operate with the endea- 
vours of the army. The breach being deemed prac- 
ticable, the forces advanced to the attack ; hut the 
Spaniards deferted the forts ; which, had they cou- 
rage, they might have defended with fuccefs. The 
troops, upon this fuccefs, were brought nearer the 
city, where they found a greater oppofition than 
they had expeded. The climate killed numbers of 
the men; and a difTenfion which arofe between the 
land and naval officers, retarded all the operations. Sti- 
mulated by mutual recriminations, the general order- 
ed his troops to attack the fort of St. Lazar ; but the 
guides being Aain, the troops miilook their way, and 
attacked the (Irongeft part of the fartifioation, wherC) 
after fuffering incredible flaughter, with the moft fe- 
rene intrepidity, they were, at length, obliged to re- 
tire. 
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tire. Bad provifions, a horrid climate, and an epi- 
demical fever, flill more contributed to thin theirnum*- 
bers^ and to deprive them of all hopes of fucceft. 
It was determined therefore to reimbark the troops, 
and to condu£i them, as foon as poflible, from this 
fcene of flaughter and contagion. The fortifications 
and harbour were demolifhed ; and the fleet returned 
to Jamaica. This fatal mifcarriage, which tarnifhed 
the BritiQi arms, was no fooner known in England, 
than the kingdom was filled with murmurs and dif- 
content ; a meafure which if it had fucceeded, would 
have.crowned ihe promoters of it with honour, now 
only ferved to cover them with reproach. The 
greateft part of this difcontent fell upon the mini- 
Bcr; his former conduft, which juftly deferved cen- 
fure, was not fo powerfully objedied againft him, as 
this failure, of which he was innocent* it is not vil- 
lainy, but misfortune that finds cenfure from man- 
kind. ' Befides, the aftivity of the enemy in diftrefF- 
ing the trade of England contributed to increafe the 
murmurs of the people. Their privateers were fo 
numerous and fuccefsful, that in the beginnmg of 
this year they had taken, fince the commencement 
of the war, four hundred and feven (hips, belonging 
to the fubjefts of Great Britain. The Englifh, tho* 
at inifnenfe expence in equipping fleets; Teemed tamely 
to lie down under every blow, and fufFered one lofs 
after another'without repfifal. This general difcon- 
tent bad a manifeft influence upon the ele£lion of 
members for the new parliament. All the adherents 
of the Prince of Wales, who now lived, retired 
from the court as a private gentleman, concurred in 
the oppofition to the miniftry. Obftinate ftruggles 
were maintained in all parts of the kingdom ; and 
fuch a national fpirit of oppofition prevailed, that the 
Country intereft feemed, at length, to preponderate 
in the houfe of commons. It was foon feen that the 
wtmA of the fliinifler was in l\\^ Ht^ti^^ 'dxA ^^x 
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opijiiony once eftablifhe<]> began to ' deprive him (/ 
cvcfL thofe who bad determined to ad with neutn- 
lity. Jn prodinantesy as Ovid fays, omm ncumbit enuu 
Sir Robert now tottered on the brink of ruiiu He 
was fienUble that nothing but a divifion in the oppo- 
fition could give him fafety. The Piince was bis 
moft formidable rival ; a Prince revered by the whole 
nation, for his humanity^ benevolence, and candour. 
Thefe were onjy private virtues ; but tbefe were all 
he had then a liberty of exercifing. The minificr's 
firft attempt was, to endeavour taking him from the 
party ; a mefTage therefore was carried to his royal 
highnefs by the Biihop of Oxford, importing, th^t if 
the Prince would write a letter to the King, he and 
all bis counfellors (hould be taken into favour, fifty 
thoufahd pounds {hould be added to his revenue, two 
hundred thoufand given him to pay his debts, and 
fuitable provifion fhould be made^ in due time, for 
all his followers. This, to a Prince already involved 
in debt, from the necefiity of keeping up his dig- 
nity, was a tempting offer; but his royal highnefs 
generoufly difdained it, declaring he would acce^ 
no fuch conditions diiSlated to him under the influ- 
ence of Sir Robert Walpole. The minifier now 
therefore faw that no arts could diilblve the combina- 
tion againfl him ; he refolved, as an expiring druggie, 
to try his flrength once more in the houfe of com- 
mons upon a difputed eledion ; but he had the mor- 
tification to fee the majority ftill increafed againi): 
him by fixteen voices. He then declared he would 
never fit in that houfe more. The parliament was 
adjourned the next day, and Sir Robert being cre- 
ated Earl of Orford, refigned all his employments. 
Never was a joy more univerfal and iincere than this 
refignation produced. The people now flattered 
themfelves that all their domeftic grievances would 
find redrefs ; that their commerce would be protefied 
Mbiosid', that the wax iwou\d \)c caxu^^ ^tw^^^K vi- 
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our ; and that the houfe of commons would be una* 
imous in every meafure. Bu^ they were difap- 
^inted in moft of their c^pe^tions. The mifcon* 
\u& of a minifter is mote likely to affeA bis fuc* 
leiTor than himfelf, as a weak reign ever produces a 
eeble fucceffion. The houfe of commons had been 
or a long time increaiing in power, and Wialpole, 
mth all bis arts, was, in fad, rather weakening than 
extending the prerogative. By his method of brib- 
ing oppofition he had taught the venal to oppofe 
bim ; and, by his increafing the national debt, he 
Weakened the vigour of the crown in war, and made 
it more dependant upon parliament \ii times of peace. 
A part of thofe who fucceeded him were therefore 
fenfibte of this, and fiill refolved to fupport the 
crown, which they regarded as the only declining 
branch of the conftitution. Another part who cla- 
inoured from motives of felf-intereft, having now 
attained the objedl of their defires, blundered on in 
the' former meafures, ftudious of fortune and not of 
fame. In (hort, his fucceffors purfuing all the former 
flames of the depofed minifter, prefented the poli- 
tical part of the nation with the mortifying profpeS 
of pretended patriotifm unftripped of its mafk, and 
ihewed the little certainty there is in all political rea« 
fonings. 
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Ti 



he war with Spain had now continued for fe- 
veral years, with but indifferent fuccefs. Some «n- 
fuccefsful expeditions were carried on in the Wefl- 
Indies under Admiral Vernon, Commodore Knowler^ 
and others ; and thefe were all aggravated by a let 
of worthlefs ana mercenary thivgSj called Political 
JVriiers^ A cJafi of beings fiift ^rt\^\o^^^ -^^ixtv^ 
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Walpolr, and afterwards eocouraged by him, at the 
expeace, as it is Taid, of |no lefa than thirty thoa- 
land a year. Thefe were men naturally too dull to 
fhine in any of the politer kinds of literature, which 
adorn either the fcholar or the gentleman; and there- 
fore they turned their thoughts to politics ; a fcience 
on which they might declaim without knowledge^ 
and be dull without detedion. Thefe men, I fay, had 
for fome time embarraflfed the conftitution, inflamed 
the people, and were paid with large penfions from' 
the crown. It was upon this occafion [A. D. I743'J 
that they exaggerated every mifcondudl, and drew 
frightful pidtures of the diftrefs and mifery which they 
foreboded to pofierity. This clamour, and want of 
fuccefs in a naval war, in which the principal flrength 
of the kingdom lay, induced the new miniftry to di- 
vert the attention of the public to a war, which 
might be carried on by land. The King's attach- 
ment to his Eledioral dominions, contributed fiill 
more to turn the current of Britifli indignatioa diat 
way, and an army was therefore now prepared to be 
fent into Flanders ; the war with Spain being. become 
an objedi but of fecondary confideration. 

To have a clear, yet concife, idea of the origin of 
the troubles on the continent, it will be expedient to 
go back, for fome years, and trace the meafures of 
the European republic to that period where we for- 
merly left them. After the Duke of Orleans, who 
had been regent of France, died. Cardinal Fleury 
undertook to fettle that confufion in which the former 
had left the kingdom. His moderation was equal to 
his prudence ; he was lincere, frugal, modeft, and 
fimple. Under him France repaired her lofTes, and 
inriched herfelf by commerce j he only left the flate 
to its own natural methods of thriving, and faw it 
daily aiTuming its former health and vigour. During 
the long interval of peace, which his councils had 
procured for Europe^ two ^o^t\%, viivie^ardcd, now 
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in to attradl the notice, and the jealoufy of their 
;hbouring ftates. Peter the Great had already civi- 
1 Ruffia, and this new extenfive empire began to 
lence the councils of other Princes, and to give 
I to the North. The other power was that of 
Qia, whofe dominions were compact and popu* 
, and whofe forces were well maintained, and 
ly for adion. The Empire continued under 
tries Vr, who had been placed upon the throne 
:he treaty of Utrecht. Sweden languifhed, be- 
not yet recovered from the deftru£live projects of 
tries XU. Denmark was powerful ; and part of 
y fubjedt to the mailers which had been impofed 
n it by foreign treaties. All, however, continued 
rnjoy a profound peace, until the death of Au- 
bus. King of Poland, was found again to kindle 
the general flame. The Emperor Charley VI, 
ded by the arms of RuiEa, declared for the Elec- 

of Saxony, fon to the deceafed King. On the 
er )iand, France declared for Staniflaus, who had 
n long iince elected King of Poland by Charles 
I, and whofe daughter had been fince married 
:he French King. Staniflaus repaired to Dant- 

in order to fupport his election ; ten thoufand 
(Eans appearing^ the Polifh nobility difperfed, and 
ir new eledied Monarch was ihut up, and be- 
^ed by fo fmall a number of forces : the city was 
en, the King efcaped with the utmoft difficulty, 
I fifteen hundred Frenchmen that were fent to 

afliftance were made prifoners of wan He had 
w no hopes left but in the affiftance of France, 
ich accordingly refolved to give him powerful fuc- 
irs, by diftreffing the houfe of A.uftria. The views • 

France were feconded by Spain and Sardinia; 
h hoped to grow more powerful by a divifion of 
! fpoils of Audria; and France had motives of 
ance and revenge, A French army therefore foon 
T-/an ihc empire under ihe CQndu& o\ qX^^^x^*^ 
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Villars ; the Duke of Montemar, the Spanifli gene* 
ral) was equally vidorious in the kingdom of Ni* 
. pies; and the Emperor, Charles VI, had the morti- 
fication of feeing himfelf deprived of the greatd 
part of Italy, for having attempted to give a Kiif 
CO Poland. Thefe rapid fucceffcs of l ranee and ia 
allies foon compelled the Emperor to deoNind a peioei 
By this treaty Staniflaus, upon whofe account the 
war was undertaken, was obliged to renounce all 
right to the throne of Poland; and France made 
fome valuable acquefls of dominion; particuldf 
the Duchy of Lorrain. In the year ij^^y the death 
of the Emperor gave the French another opportsnitf < 
of exerting their ambition. Regardlefs of treaties) I 
particularly the pragmatic fan£lion, as it was caOedi 
which fettled upon the daughter of the Emperor Ac 
reverfion of all his dominions, they caufed the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria to be crowned Emperor. Thus the 
daughter of Charles VI, defcended from an illuftti- 
ous line of Emperors, faw hcrfelf ftripped of her in- 
heritance, and, for a whole year, without hopes of 
fuccour. She had fcarce clofed her father's eyes, 
when fhe loft Silefia, by an irruption of the young 
K'uig of Pruflia, who feized the opportunity of her 
defencclcfs (late, to renew his antient pretenfions to 
that province, of which it muft be owned hisancef- 
tors had been unjuilly deprived. France, Saxonv, 
and Bavaria, attacked the refl of her dominions, la 
this forlorn fituation (he found a powerful ally in 
Britain ; Sardinia and Holland foon after came to 
her ailillance ; and, laft of all, Ruflia joined in her 
caufe. It may be demanded. What part Britain hid 
in thefe continental meafures ? The interefls of 
Hanover ; the fccurity and aggrandizement of that 
Eleftoratc, depended upon the proper regulation of 
the empire. Lord Carteret had now taken that 
place in the royal confidence which had formerly been 
po/Iiiled by Walpole-, and, \>^ ^Mt^\i\tvi^^x^^t v\<!.i- 
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I he foothcd the wilhes of his matter, and opened 
>rc extensive field for his own ambition. He ex- 
sd honour froiti victories which could produce no 
I ; and campaigns, whether fuccefsful or noti that 
d only terminate in misfortune. When the par- 
ent met, his Majefty informed them of his ftrift 
Tence to his engagements, though attacked in his' 

dominions ; and that he had augmented the Bri- 
forces in the Low Countries with fixtecn thou- 
I Hanoverians. When the fuppHcs came to be 
[idered, by which this additional number of troops 

to be paid, it raifed violent debates in both 
fes. It was cfenfidered as hiring the troops of the 
Sorate to fight their own caufe. The miniftry, 
^ever, who were formerly remarkable for declaim- 
againft continental meafures, now boldly flood 
for them j and, at length, by dint of number, 
ried their caufe. The people faw, with pain their 
ner defenders facrificing the blood and treafure 
he nation upon deftru£tive alliances ; they knew 

now on whom to rely for fafety ; and began to 
ik that patriotifm was but an empty name. How- 
r injurious thefe meafures might have been to the 
iop, they were of infinite fervice to the Queen of 
ngary. She began, at this period, te triumph 
ar all her enemies. The French were driven out 
Bohemia. Her general. Prince Charles, at the 
id of a large army, invaded the dominions of Ba- 
ia. Her rival, the nominal Emperor, was obliged 
fly before her; abandoned by his allies, and ftrip- 
i af allhis dominions, he repaired to Francfort, 
lere he lived in indigence and obfcurity. He agreed 
continue neuter during the remainder of the war ; 
lile the French, who firft began it as allies, fup- 
rted the burthen. The troops fent by England 
the Queen's affiftance were commanded by the 
ix\ of Stair, an experienced general who hadl<i3kcacd 
c Bit of war under the famous Pnrvcfc t.u?.^\\^ \ "w^^ 
Vox. //. 1 / . \Xv« 
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the chief obje& he had firft in view, was, to cRaftt 
jundion with the army commaaded by PiinceChadn 
of Lorrain. The French, in order to pieicirt 
this jundion, affembled fixty thouland men upon Ae 
r I ver Maync, under the comnuuid of Marihal Nwik% 
who poKcd his troops upon the eaft fide of dtft 
river. [A. D. X743O The Britifli forces, tslhi 
number of forty thoufand, puflied forward on diS: 
other fide, while the French, in the mean tioe^ 
found means to cut oflF all the coaununicadoni kf 
which they could be fupplied with provifioos. The 
King of England arrived at the camp while the amf 
was in this fituation $ and feeing it in danger it 
fiarving, refolved to proceed forward, to join tvdic 
thoufand Hanoverians and Heffians, who had reachd 
Hanau. With this view he decamped ; but befsic | 
the army had marched three leagues, he found the 1 
enemy had inclofed him on every fide, near a vil- . 
lage called Dettingen. In this fituation he muft 
have fought at great difadvantage, if he began the 
attack ; and if he continued in the fame fkuatioBy 
his army mufl have periflied for want of fubfiflaiicc. 
7'he impetuofity of the French, however, faved his 
army ; they palied a defile which they ihould haie 
guarded; and, .under the conduA of the Duke^f 
Gramont, their horfe charged with great'impetuoikf. 
They were received by the Englifh infantry witli 
undaunted refolution ; the French were obliged ts 
give way, and to pafs the Mayne with great preci- 
pitation, with the lofs of about five thoufand men. 
I'he King, who was poiTeired of perfonal couragei 
which feems hereditary to the family, expofed him- 
felf to a fevere fire of cannon, as well as mufquetry ; 
and, in the midft of the ranks encouraged his troops 
by his prcfcnce and example. I'he whole of the bat- 
tle, on either fide, exhibited more courage than con- 
du£t. The Englilh had the honour of the day; 
but the French foou a^tet vooV "^o^'c^^mew q^ \V«t €fti<l 
of tartJe, treating tVxe woxxud^ tia^xftk ^^ax^n^ 
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«ft behind with a clemency unprecedented in ancient 
uflorjTy and that ferves to (hew how fuperior the 
Mfent times are in point of humanity to the boafted 
IMS of antiquity. Though the Englifli were vido- 
ftoniM upon this occafion, yet the Earl of Stair, whd 
Bommandcd, did not aflume any honour from fuch m 
nBtorji he was unwilling that his reputation fhould 
lofier for aieafures, which he was not allowed ta 
eonduA) be therefore folicited, and obtained leave 
H rcfign ) and the Britiifa troops defifted from fur- 
Aer operations that campaign. 

Mean while the French went on with vigour on 
drery quarter; they oppofed Prince Charles of Lor- 
Min, they interrupted his progrefs in his attempts to 
Mft the Rhine, and gained fome fucceifes in Italy ; 
Mst their chief expectations were placed in a pro- 
jefkcd invafion of England. Cardinal Fleury was 
jM>w dead, and Cardinal Tencin fucceeded in hia 
pbce : this was a perfon of a very difFertint chara£ler 
frera his predeceflbr, being proud, turbulent, and 
#»terpryfing. France, from the violence of parlia- 
anentary difputes in England, had been long per- 
fiiaded that the country was ripe for a revolution, 
and only wanted the prefence of the Pretender Wi 
hidiice the majority to declare againft the reign- 
ing firinily. Several needy adventurers, who wifncJ 
for a change ; fome men of broken fortunes, and 
dlmoft all the Roman Catholics of the kingdom, en* 
deavourcd to confirm the court of France in thcfe 
fentiments. An invadon therefore was a<Stua1ly pro- 
jftAed, Charles, fon of the old Chevalier St. George, 
departed from Rome in the difguife of a SpaniQi 
courier, and profccuting his Journey to Paris, had 
an audiciice of the French King. The troops de- 
figned for this expedition amounted to fifteen thou» 
fand ; preparations were made for embarking them 
at Dunkirk, and fome other of the neareft ports to 
Engird,- under the ejtof the y oMTi^Ywxttv^^i % -wA 

1 2, Sas^?^ 
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ftfven thoufand of the number actually went 0(i 
board. The Duke deRoquefeuille, with twenty (hipi 
cf the line, was to fee them landed fafely in £Dglan4i 
and Count Saxe was to command them, when put 
afhorc. The whole projeiSb, however, was difcoB- 
certed by the appearance of Sir John Norris, with a 
fuperior fleet, making up againft them; the French 
|Icet was obliged to put back ; a very hard gale of 
lyind damaged their tranfpons beyond redrefs. All 
hopes of invafion were now fruftrated 3 and, it 
length, the French thought fit openly to dedans 

But, though fortune feemed to favour England on 
this occafion, yet, on otheiv, {he was not equally 
propitious. The combined fleets of France and Spaioi j 
for fome time, fought the Britifh armament under 
Admiral Matthews and Leftock, thought with infe- 
rior forces, and came off upon nearly equal terms. 
Such a parity of fuccefs in jEngland was regarded as 
a defeat. Both the EngliCb Admirals were tried by 
a court martial ^ [A. D. 1744J Matthews, who had 
fought the enemy with intrepidity, was declared 
incapable of ferving for the future in his Majefty's 
navy. Leftock, who had kept aloof, was acquitted 
with honour, for he had intrenched himfelf within 
the pun£lilios of difcipline ; he barely did his duty; 
a man of honour, when his country is at ftake,ibouId 
do more. 

The proceedings in the Netherlands were ftill more 
unfavourable. Ihe French had afllembled a formida^ 
ble army of one hundred and twenty thoufand men ; 
the chief command of which was given to Count 
Saxe. This General was originally a foldier of for- 
tune, and natural fon to Auguftus King of Poland, 
by the famous Countefs of Konigfmark. He, had 
been bred from his youth in camps, and bad (bcwn 
the moft early inftances of cool intrepidity. He, in 
the beginning of lUt wax, Y«A oS^vt^\C\* ^txHvot to 
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il drowns, • anrf, among the reft, it is faid, to 
of England j but his ofrers were rejefted. He 
Kifiefled of great military talents; and, by long 
, preferved an equal compofure in the midll <>f 
r, as in a dravring-room at court. On the other 
the allied forces, cortfifting of Englifli, Hano- 
ns> Dutch, and Auftrians, did not amount to 
B feventy thoufand. Thefe were incapable of 
ftahdtug fbch a fuperior forde, and Commanded 
ich 3 Geheral. The French befleged and took 
:>iirg, before they went into winter quarters ^ 
caft-ly the- next campaign invefted the city of 
inajr; ■ The allies were refolved to prevent tho 
rf*tkiscity by a battle. Their iarmy was infe* 
• and they -were commanded by the Duke of 
iberland. Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages 

marched towards the enemy, [A. D. 1745.] 
took poft in fight of the .French^ wlto were in- 
ped on an eminence j the village- of Antoine on 
right, a wood on their left, and the town of Fon- 
y before them. This advantageous fituation did 
rcprcfs the arcfbur of the Englilh ; on the thirtieth 
of April the Duke of Cnmberland marched to 
ittack at two o'clock in the morning. The Britifh 
iitry preffed forward, bore down all oppofition^ 
, for near an hour, were vidlorious. Marfhal 
; was at that tiniie fick of the fame diforder of 
:h he.afterwardadied. He vjfited all the pofts 
litter, and faw, notwithftanding all appc^arances,* 

the day was his own. The Englilh column, 
lOut command, by a mere mechanical courage, 
advanced upon the enemies lines, which formed 
.venue on each fide to receive them. The French 
lery began to play upon this forlorn body ; and, 
jgh they continued a long time unfhaken, they 
B obliged to retreat about three o'clock in the af- 
,oon. This was one of the moft bloody battles 

: bad. been fought this age *, th.t ^\\v^^ \^^v >^v^ 
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the field near twelve thoufandiIain;and-tbeFftKh 
bought their viAoty with near aa equal iMinter* 

T^his blow, by which Tournay was takc^i am 
the French a manifeft Aiperiority all th^ raft olAi 
campaign, which they did not forego doriiiff tM 
continuance of the war. The Emperor, CbaikRvBi 
who had been raifed to the throne ftxioi the Mp^ 
?iom of Bavaria, and for whom the w«r firft bttM 
was now dead i yet this did not in the kail idmr 
tranquility to Europe. The Grand Diiko ^Tnt 
cany, hufband to the Queen of Hungary, wn dto^ 
dared Emperor upon hisdeceafe; but tnie war be^ 
tween France and the allies flill conttnueii ; ami At 
original views and interefts feemcd now qnict fa* 
gotten, that had at firft infpired the cootentittk 
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X he intended French invafion had rouzed all the 
attention of the Engli(h miniftry ; and nothing bol 
^loyalty breathed throughout the whole kingaook 
The admin iftration of afFaire being commincd to 
the Earl of Harrington, the Earl of Cheflerfield, and 
others, who enjoyed a great fhare of popularity, the 
views of the crown were no longer thwarted by in 
oppofition in parliament. The Admirals Rowley and 
Warren had retrieved the honour of the Britifh flag, 
and made feVeral rich captures. Louifburg in tfe 
illand of Cape Breton, m North America, a place 
of great confequence to the Britifh commerce, fur- 
rendered to General Pepperel, while, a Ihort time 
after, two French Eaft-India (hips, and another from 
Peru laden with treafure, fuppoung the phice ftill in 
poileffion of the French, failed into the harbow,and 
tbcU capture added to iV« ¥.iv^vfti ^\xc»&^. V.^ 
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diis period of ufliverfal ratisfadion,'thi^t the fon of 
old Pretender refolved to make an effort at gain- 
ing the Brittfii crown. Young Charles Edward, the 
adventurer in queftion, had been bred in a luxurious 
UMHt without maring its effeminacy ; he was enter- 
prifing- and ambitious; but, either from inexperience^ 
or natural inability, utterly unequal to the undertak- 
nigl* Be was flattered by the raih, the fupertltious^ 
SM tbe needy, that the kingdom was ripe for a revoir ; 
that the people could no longer bear the immenfe 
lead of taxes, which was daily increaflng; and that 
tke moft confiderable perfons in the kingdom would 
gladly fejfte the opportunity of crowding to his fian- 
daird. Being furniihed with fome mone^, and fllU 
larger promiferfrom France, who fanned this ambi- 
tion in him, fi'om which they hoped to gain fome 
advantages ; he embarked for Scotland on board a 
£nall frigate, accompanied by the Marquis TuHi- 
•bardine, Sir Thomas Sheridan, and a few other dcf- 

E irate adventurers. For the conqueft of the whole 
ritifli empire, he brought with him feven officers^ 
and arms for two thoufand men. Fortune, which 
';ever perfecuted his family, feemed no way more fa- 
vourable to him ; his convoy, a (hip of uxty guns> 
was fo difabled in an engagement with an Englifh 
man of war, called the Lion, that it returned to 
Breft, while he was. obliged to continue his courfe to 
the weftern parts of Scotland; and, landing on the 
coaft of Lochabar, July 27, was, in a little time> 
jokied by fome chiefs of the Highland Clans, and 
tfieir vanals. Thefe chiefs had ever continued to 
exercife an hereditary jurifdi£tion over all their t(* 
nant's.- This power of life and death veiled in the 
Lords of the manor, was a privilege of the old feu*^ 
dal law, long aboliflied in England, but which had 
been confirmed to the Scotch lairds at the time of the 
union. From hence we fee, that a chief had the 
povf'^ of commanding all h\9 vafisi^^ ^ixxd i^^i vrv- 
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mediate death was the confequences of their difbbe* 
dience. By means of thefe chiefs therefore he foon 
faw himfelf at.the head of fifteen hundi^ menj 
and invited others to join him by his nianilefioesi 
ivhich were difperfed throughout all the Highlands. 
The boldnefs of this enterprife aftoni&ed all Eu- 
rope; it awakened the fears of the pufillanimous, the 
j)ity of the wife, and the loyalty of all. The whdi 
Ictngdom feemed unanimoufly bent upon oppofing 
the enterprize, which tbey were fenfible, as being 
fiipported only by Papifts, would be inftfumental ta 
reftoring Popery, The miniflry was no fooner con- 
firmed of the truth of his arrival, which, at fiifti 
they could fcarcely be induced to believe,, than Sir 
John Cope was ordered to oppofe his progrefs. It 
the mean time, the. young adventurer marched to 
Penh, where the unnecefifary ceremony was pcrr 
formed of proclaiming the Chevalier de ot. George^ 
his father. King of Great Britain. The rebel army, 
defcending from the mountains, feemed to gather as 
it went. I'hcy advanced towards Edinburgh, which 
they entered without oppofition. Here too the 
paireantry of proclamation was performed, Auguft 17% 
in which he promifed to diflblve the union, and rc^ 
drefs the grievances of the country. But, thought he 
was mafterof the capital, yet the citadel, which goes 
by th^ name of the Caftlc^ a ftrong fortrefs built upon 
a rock, and comm^ded by General Gueft, braved 
all his attempts. In the mean time. Sir John Cope, 
who had purfued them to the Highlands, but declined 
meeting them in their defcent, now reinforced by 
fWo regiments of dragoons, refolved to march to* 
wards Edinburgh, and give them battle. The 
young adventurer, unwilling to give him time to re- 
treat, attacked him near Prefton-pans, about twelve 
miles from the capital, and, in a few minutes, put 
him and his troops totally to the route. This vic- 
tory, in which theK.\ng\o&2i\i^vivSL>i^Vk.>v»dcedmen, 
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gave the rebels- great influence ; and, had the Pre- 
tender taken advantage of the general confternation, 
and marcb^ towards England, the confequence 
might have been dangerous to the fafety of the ftate; 
but he fpent the time at Edinburgh, feeming to 
enjoy the ufelefs parade of royalty, pkafed at being 
addrefled and treated as a Kifig. By this time, he 
was joined by the Earl of Kilmarnock, the Lords 
Elcho, Balmerino, Ogilvy, Piffligo, and the eldeft 
fon of the Lord Lovat. This Lord Lovat was the 
fame whom we have feen, upon a former occafion, 
trufted by the old Pretender, and betraying him by 
taking pofleffion of the cafile of Stirling for King 
George* This nobleman, true to neither party, had 
again altered from his attachment to the houfe of 
Hanover, and, in fecret, aided the young Cheva- 
lier ; ftudious only for his own intereft, he exerted 
all the arts of low cunning, to appear an open enemy 
to the rebellion ; yet to give it fecret afliftance. 

While the young Pretender thus trifled away the 
time at Edinburgh, (for all delays in dangerous en- 
terprifes are even worfe than defeats} the miniftry 
of Great Britain took every poffible meafure to de- 
feat his intentions. Si^thoufand Dutch trobps that 
had come over to the affiftance of the crown, were 
fent northward, under the command of General 
Wade \ but, as it was then faid, thefe. could ]end no 
affiftance, as they were, properly fpeaking, prifoners 
of France, and, upon their parole, jciot to oppofe 
that power for the fpace of one year* How- 
ever this be, the Duke of Cumberland foon after 
arrived from Flanders, and was followed by another 
^detachment of dragoons and infantry ; volunteers in 
different parts of the kingdom employed themfelves^ 
in the excrcife of arms ; and every county .extorted 
a generous fpirit of indignation, both againft the 

S^bition, the religiony and the allies of the youn^ 
venturer. 

I s ^^ 
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It would be illiberal and bofe^ to deny dus cute* 

?rifing youth that praifc which his marit siay drfm, 
'hou^h he might hav« bcouebt civil war^ aodalitkfr 
vralamities attending it, with biim into A» kiigteii 
yet we muft confidcr, that ha had ever bew ltti|^ 
that bathing his countrv ia blood was but a iuft if* 
fertion of his right } that altering tho conmtiiiioi} 
and, perhaps, the reU^on of ki8 fuppoM dQduiiioai> 
was a laudable objeA of ambidoa. Tbua inlQ^M^ 
he went forward with vigour, ted nefolviii^ toaukc 
^n irruption into England, h» altered it b]P thi 
'.weftern border. On the iUth dajrof Novendiet, Cti* 
lifle was invefted, and, in lefs than tbvoedly*, it fiu* 
rendered. Here he found a codfid wMd quaotitor of 
arms, and was declared King of Great Britaiau Ge> 
neral Wade being apprised of^ his ploerc6, adiMKirf 
acrofs the country from the oppofltefliore ; but, n* 
ceiving intelligence that the enemy were two^dajft 
march before him, he retired to bis former fltbcNk 
The young Pretender now reiblved U> proceed, hav- 
ing received aflurances from France thkt a eonfidcf* 
able body of troops would be landed on the foutfacm 
coaft of Britain> to make a diveffioa in hisfMeif) 
and, flattered with the hopes of beittg joined by a 
large body of Cnglifh matecontents, aia (boft as IM 
ihould make his appearance among thfimw Leaviag 
therefore afmall garrifon in Carliik, which he SkhiU 
rather have left defencelefs, he advanced to Penridt, 
marchiiig on foot in an Highland garb^aiid eoAtoniei 
his irruption till he came to Manchefter, where te 
efiabliihed his head quarters. Be was here iornsi 
by about two hundred Engliih men, who were nHsei 
into a regiment, under the command of C<^Rfil 
Townley. From thence he profecuted his route t» 
Derhy, intending to go by the way of Cteflee istD 
Wales, were he hoped for a great member of adhe*^ 
rencs^ He was^ by this time advanced wxthihJ| 



£$a SiRiss 6f Letters. 179 

kundrtd mite of the capital, which was filled with 
fctror and confufion. The King refolved to take the 
Cdd in perfbn. The volunteers of the city were in-» 
tarpot2,itd into a regiment. The praditioners of 
the law agreed to take the field, with the judges at 
their head. Even the managers of the theatres of-^ 
feted to raife a bodj of their dependants for the fer-» 
f iee of their country. Yet thefe combinations oiilf 
ferted a§ inftances of the national terror $ for the 
trading part of the city, and thofe concerned in the 
iMney eofpotations^ were overwhelmed with dejec-*' 
tioii. They eould hope for little fafety in the cou* 
tf^ or difcipline of a militia, efpecially as they» 
every hoor$ dreaded an invafion from France, and 
art infiin^fon of the Rortian Catholics, and otheir 
hitttds to the expelled family. Thxi therefore Wad- 
tfie moment for the advancement of the adventurer's- 
eftterprife. Had he marched up k> the capital, he 
WMild undoubtedly have been joined by feveral, fe^ 
etetf]^ attached to hid caufe. &ut he deeermined to 
felreat oAce more -to Scotland ; and thus his fehemd- 
waa defeated. In fad, he was but nominally the 
leader of his forces. His Generals, the chiefs of 
Highland Clansj Were, from their education,, igno-^ 
ftnt i and, from their independency, obftinate. Thtyr 
eadh embi^aced peculiar fyftems^ and began to con^ 
lend with; each, other for the pre-eminence ;, fo that 
after vfdlent difputes, they refolved to march back. 
They efledted their retreat to CarJifle without any 
Ibfs i. and from thence cfofled the rivens £den hhd 
Solway into. Scotland* In this irruption^ however,, 
they preftrvedall theruks of war ;. they define J, ith 
a jgteat meafure, from rapine ; levied contributions ;. 
and, rflthe ufual form, left a garrifon-ae Garliffe in^ 
tbeff retreat; which^ a Ibort time ailer, to* the num- 
ber erf four hundred, forrendereda^ to the Diike oi 
|!tutiJ>erIand„ prifonei's^ at difc/etion. The Pretender,, 

being; 
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being returned to Scotland, proceeded to Glafjg^ % 
from which city he exa&ed fevere contributions. 
Advancing to Stirling, be was joined by Lord Levii 
Qordon, at the head of feme forces which bad becA 
afllmblcd in bis abfence.. Other Clans, to the num- 
ber of two thoufand, came in likewife ; Spain fent 
him feme fupplies of money ; and, in oneortwa 
fkiimirflics with theloyalifts, his Generals came off 
with viAory ; fo that his affairs once more feemed to 
Mcar an afpctSl of fuccefs. Being joined by John 
Lord Drummond, he invcfted the caftle of Stirling, 
commanded by Genefal Blakeney; but his forces b&* 
ing unufed to flegcs, cohfumed much time to no 
purpo(e» General Hawley, who commanded a coo« 
ilderable body of forces near Edinburgh, uBdertook 
to raife the liege* He advanced towards the rebdi 
army, and rendezvoufed his whole force at Falkirk, 
while the rebels, lay incamped at no great diftancc* 
After two days, mutually examining each other's 
firength, the rebels, on the feventeenth day of Janu- 
ary, came on in full fpirits to attack the King's 
army. The Pretender, who ftood in the front line, 
gave the fignal to fire ; and the firft volley ferved to 
put Hawley's forces into confufion. The horfe re- 
treated with precipitation, and fell in upon their own 
infantry; the rebels followed their blow ; and the 
greatefl jart of the royal army fled with the utmoft 
precipitatiou. They retired in confufion to Edin- 
burgh, leaving the held of battle, with part of their 
tents and artillery, to the rebels* 

This was the end of all their triumphs^. But a 
new feene of conducl was now going to open \ foe 
the Duke of Cumberland, at that time the favourite 
of the Englifh army, had put himfelf at the head of 
the troops at Edinburgh, which confifted of about 
fourteen thoufand men. He refolved therefore to 
come to a battle as foon as poffible 3 and marched 

forward^ 
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forward, while the young adventurer retired at his 
approach. The Duke advanced to Aberdeen^ where 
he was joined by the Duke of Gordon, and fome 
others Lords, attached to Us famrly and caufe. After 
having refreflied his troops there for fome time, he re- 
newed his march; and, in twelve days,[A« D. 1 74^*3 
came upon the banks of the deep and rapid river Spey. 
This was a place where the rebels might have du- 
puted bis pauage ; but they (eemed now totally void 
of all counfel and fubordioation, without conduf):^ 
and without expedhition. The Duke ftill proceeded 
in his purfuit ^ and, at length, had advice that the 
enemy had advanced from Invernefs to the Plain of 
CuUoden, which was about nine miles diftant, and 
there intended to give him battle. On this Plain the 
Highlanders were drawn up in order of battle, [April 
15.] to the number of eisht thoufand men, in thir- 
teen divifions, fupplied with fome pieces of artillery* 
The battle began about one o'clock in the afternoon; 
the canon of the King's army did dreadful execution 
among the enemy, while theirs, being but ill ferved^ 
was inefFe£^ual. One of the great errors in all the 
Pretender's warlike meafures, was his fubjedling un- 
difciplined troops to the forms of artful war, and 
thus repreffing their native ferocity, from which alone 
he could hope for fuccefs. After they had flood the 
Englifh fire for fome time, they, at length, became 
impatient for clofer engagement; and about five hun- 
dred of them attacked the Engliifh left wing, with 
their accuftomed fiercenefs. The firtt line being dif- 
ordered by this onfet, two battalions advanced to 
fupport \t^ and galled the enemy by a terrible and 
clofe difcharge. At the fame time the dragoons un- 
der Hawley, and the Argylcfliire militia, pulling 
down a park wall that guarded the enemy's flank, 
and which the rebels had left but feebly defended^ 
fell in among them, fword in hand, with great flaughr 
ter* In lefs than thirty minutes they were totally 
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rooted, and the field covered with thetr wounded tnd 
flain^ .to the number of above three thoufand ncn. 
Civil war h in itfelf terrible, bat ftill more fo wiies 
heightened by cruelty. How guitty foever menimy 
be, it is ever the btmnefs of a fdaier to remcmbeTf 
that he is only to it^t an enemy that oppofes him, 
and to fpare the fuppHant. This victory was is 
every mpt& complete ^ and humanity to the con* 
quered would even have made it glorious. The con- 

Juerors often refufed mercy to wnetchc^s who were 
efencelefs or wounded ; and foldiers were feen td 
anticipate the bafe eaployment cf the eaeco- 
tioner. 

Thus funk all the hopes, and ambition of the 

Jroung adventurer ; one inort hour deprived him of 
maginary thrones and fcepters, and reduced bhtt 
from a nominal King to a dift^efied forlorn 6iil» 
caft, ihunnedf by all mankind, eKceptfucb as fought 
io take his life. To the gt)od-nacured^ fubfequent 
diftrefs often atone& for former guilt ; and while 
reafon would reprefs hmnanity, yet our hearts pfead 
in the favour of the wretched. The Duke, imm«y 
diately after the decHive aflion at CuIIoden, Ordered 
fix-and-thirty deferter$ to be eieecuted ;. the con- 
qucrors fprcarf terror wherever they came; and, 
after a (hort trme, the whole country round wa» 
one fcene of flaughter, defolation, and plunder; 
juilice feemed forgotten ^ zad vengeance afiiuned 
the name.. 

In the mean time, the unhappy fugitive adven- 
turer wandered from mountain to mountain, a 
wretched fpe(fUtor of all tbcfe horrorsf, the refuli of 
his ill-guided ambkion. He now underwent a fi/ni- 
krity of adventures with Charles II. after the defeat 
at Worccfter. He fometimes found refugo in caves 
and cottages, without attendafVts, and expoied to the 
mercy of peafants, who could pity but not fupporc 
Jkim, Sometimes he U^ itv fot^fts ^ ^ith one or two* 
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ao9tSp9n\6n$ oC his diftreft, contiAiallj purfaed bjr 
ti» troops of the conqneror^ as there w«s tbiitT 
^ttfiiad pounds bid forms hwl* Sheridan, anirifli 
adrentiireffy was he who kept moft iaithftillj b^ hini^ 
Mid infpired him with courage to fupport fuch incre* 
diUe hardihips. He was oblised to truft his lift so 
she fidelity of above fifty indiridaals. One daf^ 
having walked from morning till nighty preflad bf 
hunger, and worn with fiitigoe, he ventured to enter 
m houfe, the owner of whmi he well knew wasat- 
lathed to d»oppofite party i Tbi fiit $/ y$ur King^ 
fiud he, enteric^, €9m$st$hig a Ut rfhnad cmdiUaihu 
Ibuwfsarfrgem atuubnunt to my a^htrjkriiSy ha I 
hSiw jam bawfuficUm Umur n$i t9 aim/t my iM/dM€4^ 
ir /# taii the iuhantdgg ^my misforiusus. Tate thif$ 
9wgs tbM bavifir/ami ttmi ban my mUy coverings and 
h^ ibtm. fm may^ pnhtAly^ njlcri tbgrn U m& $m 
db^ wbiufooUi $H tbi tbrohe of the Kings of Gnat Bri'^ 
tmm. His hoft was touched with his diftrefs ; affifted 
him as fin* as he was able, and never dinrlged his fe^ 
cret. In this manner he wandered among the 
fii^ful wttss of Glmgarjr^ for~ near fix months^ 
often hemmed round by his purfuers,but ftill fiiuiU 
ing feme expedient to fave him from captivity and 
death. At length a privateer of St. Male, hired by 
his adherents, arrived in Lochnanacb^ on which he 
embarked, and arrived at France in fafety. 

While the Prince thus led a wandering and foti- 
tad^y life, the fcsffblds and the gibbets were bathed 
with the blood of hb adherents \ (eventeen oflkers of 
the rebel arssy were executed at Kemiington-Com<* 
BloB^ in the neighhoarfaood of Loodoo,, whofe con^ 
ftancy in death gaiqod more profety tea to their caufa 
than peifhaps their vidories could have done. Nine 
were executed in the fame manner at Carlifle ; fix at 
Brun^ton ; fevea at Penrith ; and eleven at York* 
A. few obtained pajtdaoi j; and a confidecable num<« 
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bcr were traofportcd to the Plantationt. The Earii 
of Kilmarnock and Cromaitic, with the Lord Bd- 
mecino, were tried by their Peers, and found guilty. 
Cromartie was pardoned ; the other two were be- 
headed on Tower-Hill. Kilmarnock^ cither from 
conviSion^ or from the hope of a pardqh, owned hit 
crime, and declared his* repentance of it. Oh the 
other -hand, Balmerino, who had from his youth 
up, been bred to arms, died in a more daring man- 
ner. When his fellow fuffcrer, as commanded, 
bid God blcfs King George, Balmeriao ffiU beU 
faft.to bis principles, and cried out, God blefs King 
James, and fuflFered with the utmoft intrepidity. 
Irord Lovat, and Mn Radcliff, the titular Earl of 
Derwentwater, fuflFered the feme fate with equal 
refolution. Thus ended a rebellion, diiSfatcd by 
youth and prcfumption, and conduced without art 
or refolution. T.be family of Stewart found fortune 
become more averfe at every new folicitation 
of her favours. Let private men, who complain 
of the miferies of this life, only turn to the 
viciffitudes in that family, and learn to blefs God, 
and be happy. < 



LETTER LXr. 

-Tjl Rebellion quelled, and mercy (hewn to the de- 
linquents, ever ftrengthens the reigning caufe. 
How it might have been in the prefeht inftance I 
will not pretend to determine ; whether too much ri- 
gour might have been exerted upon the conquered, 
pofterity muft determine; aSions of this kind are 
too near our own times to be either judged of, or 
talked off with freedom. Immediately after the re- 
bellion was fuppreffed, the legiflature undertook t^ 

~ efiabliih 
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eftablifh fevcral regulations in Scotland, which were 
equally conducive to the happinefs of the people 
there, and the tranquility of the united kingdom. 
The Highlanders, who had, till this time, continued 
to wear the old military drefa of the Rdmand, -and 
who always went armed, were now reformed. Their 
habits were, by z&. of parliament, reduced to the 
modern modes ; the obedience they were under to 
their chiefs was abolifhed, and the lowed: fabj€<9: of 
that part of the kingdom was granted a participation 
of firitiih freedom. •: a 

Bat whatever tranquility might have been reftored 
,by thefe means at home, the flames of war ^ill* con- 
tioued to rage upon the continent with theip accus- 
tomed violence. The French went forward with rapid 
fuccefs, having reduced almoft the whole Nether- 
lands to their obedience. In vain the Dutch nego^ 
tiated, fupplicated, and evaded war ; they faw them^^ 
felves ftripped of all thofe ftrong towns which de- 
fended their dominions from invaiion ; and they;iow 
lay almoft defencelefs, ready to receive terms from 
their conquerors. The Dutch, at this tiipe, were 
very difFerent from their forefathers, the brave alTcr* 
tors of liberty, in the beginning of the republic ; the 
individuals of their (late were now rich, while the go- 
vernment was poor ; they had lo(l, in a fpirit of 
traffic and luxury, all their generofity of fentiment, 
and dedre of independence ; they only fought riches, 
rcgardlefs of public virtue. They were divided in their 
councils between two fatSlions which now fubiifted, 
namely, that which declared for a Stadtholder, and 
that which, with attachments to France, oppofed his 
eledion. The prevalence of either fide was almoft 
equally fatal to liberty; if a Stadtholder were ele£led, 
they then faw their conftitution altered from a re- 
public to a kind of limited monarchy ; if the oppo- 
fite party prevailed, they were to feel the weight of a 
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confirmed ariftocracyc, confirmed by French power, 
lUKl crouchiog under its authority. Of the twaaib 
they ebofe the former ; the people, in feveial towns, 
inibmed ahnoft to tumult smd fodition, compefied 
their magifteatet to declare for the Pkrince of Cmoffi 
ift 8tiult£>Mer» Captain- geoienl and Admiral of & 
UniMd. Provinces. The vigorous confequencn of 
this reiblution immediately appeared ; all oMuiieicc 
with the French was prohibited ; the Dutch araif 
wa9 au^entcd ; and orders were ifliied to comaoKC 
boftilities againft the French b^ fea and Iand« 

Thus we fee this war dimifed tfartmghoat die 
whole (yftem of Europe, in fome meafure reftmbling 
a difor<fer, the fymptoms of which, at dificrent tiacs, 
appear in different parts of the body, remitting and 
raging by turns. At the commencement of the war 
we have (ten the Queen of Hungary upon the poist 
of l^ing all her poiSbiEons. Soon after we faw the 
unfortunate Duke of Bavaria, who had been chofea 
Emperor by the name of Charles VIL banilhcd from 
bis throne, ftripped of his hereditary dukedom, and 
Ihrinking from furrounding dangers. We have 
feen the Duke of Savoy, now King^ of Sardinia, 
changing that fide which fome years before he had 
efpoufed, and, joining with Auftria and England, 
againft the ambitious defigns of France, while Italy 
fiill felt all the terrors of war, or rather faw 
foreigners contending with each other for her domi- 
nions ; the French and Spaniards on one fide, the 
Impcrialifts and the King of Sardinia on the other. 
Thus Italy, that once gave laws to the world, now 
faw the troops of Germany and Spain, by turns, 
enter into her territories ; and, after various com- 
bats, (he, at laft, faw the Imperialifts become maf* 
ters. The Spaniards and French loft the moft flou- 
riihing armies, notwithftanding the excellent con- 
du£t of the Prince of Conti their General i and, at 
/aih after a bloody vlfitot^j Qtevivfts^ w^\ >ic«. ^^- 
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XMards at St. Lassaro, tbe beautiful city of Gcnoa^ 
which had fided with SpaiPt was obliged to fubmic 
to the conquerors, to fufFer fome indignities, impoled 
AipoQ them, an^ jto pay a moft levere contribution. 

The city cjf Gonoa had, for agea before^ main*- 
taiaed its ownlawa, aad boiled oriiberty. Befidcs 
JBU inner wall, it had another formed by a chain of 
rocka of more than two league&extent ; but both be* 
iog built in thofc times when modern fortification 
was yet unknown, it was not thought, by its Senates 
capable of making a proper reiiftance* Upon fub- 
mitting, the unhappy Italians too fooh found that 
ju> mercy was • to be :expeficd from the court of V 1- 
,eafia» whi^h'.biid ever patronized opprcffion. More 
>tkAil a onUion fterling was demanded for a contribu- 
tion I a taXf the payment of which muft have utterly 
mined the city. The magiftrates did all in their 
power to pay the exorbitant fum demanded ^ and (rhe 
.German troops exerctfed every inhumanity in exa^ 
ing it- The conquerors lived upon the people, and 
Created them with an infolence which was natural to 
them as conquerora, and as Germans. TheGenoefe 
were^ at length, reduced to defpair, and were refolved 
to make a laft efibrt for the recovery of their liberty 
and independence. The Aufirians took the cannon 
of the city, in order to tranfport them to Provence, 
where their arms had already penetrated. The Ge- 
•noefe thcmfelves were oblieed to draw thofe cannon 
.which, they had once conhdered as the defence and 
,ornament of dieir citadel. It was on this occafion 
. that an Auftrian o£Ecer ftruck one of the citizens, 
who had been employed in this laborious taik. This 
blow ferved to animate the people with their former 
fpirit of freedom. They took up arma in every 
quarter of the town, and furpriaxd fome battalions 
of the Auftrian^, furrounded others^ and cut them in 
-picca. The Senate, imcertain how to proceed, nei- 
ther escauisged nor flopped. tV^e cWvix;^^, ^wi^^vaN.^ 



iS8 The History of Emolakd, 

the Aufirians entirely out, and then appointed con* 
manders, and guarded the walls with the utmoft le- 
gularity. 

This revolution in a little city, the tranfa^ns 
of which has filled whole folio* of hiftory, fbibS 
not be pafied over without remark; (h6iigh no longet 
capable of mainuining its liberties-amidft the fliock 
of the "enormous -powers of Europe ; yet ftill we find 
it poflefled of its ancient (pirit ; only to lofe It, how- 
ever, by the prevailing power of the Senate, which 
cftabliCoed their ariftocracy ott the necks of the citi- 
zens, as before. 

Intuits manner wefeevifiory and mircarriagemutii- 
ally declaring for either; all fides growin^morefecblr, 
and nooe acquiring any real recompehce for the loAs 
fufiained. Thiis, about this time, [A. D. I746.]the 
Engliib made an unfuccefsfiil expedition into France, 
in order to attack PortTOrieiit, in which tbey came 
ofiF without any honour. The French gained a con- 
fiderable vi£kory at Roucroux in Flanders^ over the 
allies, although it procured them no real advantage; 
and it coft them a greater number of lives than thofe 
whom they obliged to retire. The Dutch, in this 
general conflict, feemed the greateft lofers, A vic- 
tory gained over the allies at La Feldt fcrvcd to re- 
duce them to a ftill greater degree of diftruft in their 
Generals, than they had hitherto fhewn : but the 
taking of Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft fortification 
of Dutch Brabant, and which put the French in 
poiTefiion of the whole navigation of the Schelde, 
threw them almoft into defpair. But thefe viSorics, 
in favour of France, were counterbalanced with al- 
moft equal difappointments. In Italy, the French 
General, Marflial Belleifle's brother, at the head of 
thirty- four thoufand men, attempted to penetrate into 
Piedmont ; but his troops were put to the route, and 
he himfelf {lain. The French King equipped an un- 
fuccefsful armament for lYi^ x^^^o^^rj ^A ^^v^^^^- 
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on ; aiid^ not difcouraged by this failuce, fitted out 
:wo fquadrpns, one to make a defcent upon th6 Bri-. 
ufli cplpnies in America, and the other to affift.the 
;>perations in the Eaft Indies. Thefe, however, were, 
attacked by Anfon and Warren, [A. D. 1747.] and 
nine of their ihips were taken. Soon after this Com- 
modore Fox, with fix ihips of war, took ^bove forty. 
French ihips laden from St. Domingo ; and this Idfa 
was foon after followed by another defeat, which the 
French fleet fuftained from Admiral Hawke, in which, 
ieireo (hips of the line, and (everal frigates, WeriC t^ken. 
This variety of fuccefs .fervsd to make all the 
powers at war heartily defirous of peace. The 
States-General had, for fome years, endeavoured to 
fiop the progrefs of a war, in which they could gain 
no advantages, and had all to lofe. The King of 
France was fenfible, that, after conqueft,wasthe moft 
advantageous opportunity of propofing terms of 
peace } and even exprefied his defire of general tran-- 
quility, in a perfonai con verfation with Sir John Li- 
gonier, who had been made prifonerin the laft victory 
obtained by the French at La Feldt. The bad fiic<* 
cefsof his admirals at fea, his Generals misfortunes 
in Italy, the frequent bankruptcies of his fubjefls, 
the election of a Stadtholder in Holland, who oppofed 
his interefts, his views in Germany intirely fruftrated 
by the elevation of the Duke of Tufcany to rule the 
Empire; all thefe contributed to make' him weary 
of the war. An accommodation was therefore refolved 
upon ; and the contending powers agreed to come to a 
congrefs at Aix ia Chapelle, where the Earl of Sand* 
wich.and Sir Thomas Robinfon aififted as plenipo- 
tentiaries from the King of Great Britain. This 
treaty, which takes its name from that city, was con-* 
eluded on the feyenth day of October, a lafting in« 
ftance of precipitate counfe|^ and E;igli(h humility. 
Byjhis it was agreed, that all prifoners, on each 
£dje> fhquld be mutually reftoicd^ ^ixi^ ^ ^QtiCt^^"^^ 

3 'B^t?^ 
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given up. That Ae Oocfaiei of PaniMi, PlaMth, 
and Gnaftalla^ fliould be ceded to Don Philip, hdr 
qsparent to the Spanifli throne, and his heirs ; bat 
in cafe of his fucccedihg; to the crown of Spain, tint 
then thefe dominions would revert to the hoiife of 
Auflria. That the fortifications of Dunkirk to the 
fta Aould be demoUihed ; that the ftip annually fent 
with flaves to the coaft of Spain, fiiould have thii 

K'vilege continued for four years j that the Kmgof 
jffia fhould be fecured in the pofiefflon of Sitcfit» 
which he had conquered $ and that the (^een of 
Hungary ihould be fecured in her patrimonial doni- 
nions. But one article of the peace was more dit 
pleaiing and afflidive to the Engliflb than all die rdt; 
for it was agreed, that ihe fhould give two perfeM 
of rank and diftin£lion to France as hoftages, until 
reftitution (hould be made of all the conquefts wMcb 
England poiieiled of the enemy, either in theEaff 
Of Weft-Indies. This was a mortifying ftipulation j 
but there was no mention made of the fearching 
£ngli(h (hips in the American feas, upon which (he 
war origihalJy began. The treaty of Utrecht haJ 
long been a fubje^ of reproach to thofe by whom it 
was negotiated ; but, with all its faults, the treaty 
that was juft concluded was far mwe defpicable and 
erroneous. The honour of the nation was forgot- 
ten ; its interefts left undetermined. Yet fuch was 
the ftrange infatuation of the multitude, that the 
treaty of Utrecht was held in univerial contempt, 
and this was extolled with the highefl ftrain of pane- 
gyric. The truth is, the people were wearied wth 
repeated difgrace, artd only expeded an aecumula- 
tionof misfortunes by continuing the war. The 
minifters and their em iflaries, about this period, had 
the art of perfuading men to what they thought 
proper, and reputfented the circumftances of the na- 
don as flourifliing, though the public was groaning 



beneath an inmenfe load«f debt ; uxA tho^igh all 

meafures were guided by an ignorant and unconili* 
tutionat fsftion. 
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X Us peace might, in every refped^ be termed 
telly a temporary ceffatfon from general hbftilftfes ; 
dvough the war between England and France 
hadaAually fablkled in Europe, yet in the Eaft ancl 
Weft-indtes they ftill carried on hoftUe operation } , 
bodi fides equally culpable, yet each complaining of 
ihe iiifira^oa. 

In the mean time, as Europe enjo3rcd a temporary 
enmciuility, die people of England expefted, mi the 
government promifcd (hem, a reftitution of thofe 
bleffings which had been taken from them by a k>ffg 
and ^obftinate war. A magnificent firework was 
j^yed off upon ehis occaiion ; which, though aif 
ufeleft and vain expence, fervcd to amufe the popu« 
lace, and reader them more contented with the late 
poecaf ions treaty. 

Themiiiiftry alfofliewed (bme define to promote 
the commerce of -che kingdom ; and, for this pur» 
pofe, a bill waa paffed for encouraging afiritifli: her- 
ring fifiiery, under proper regulations. From fuch a 
ictieme carried into execution, gn^at advantages were 
expelled to accrue ; the Dutch, who had long en« 
joyed the fole profits arifin^ from it, confidercd the 
fea as a mine of inexhauftible wealth. However, 
experience has &ewn that the Englifh were either 
incapable of turning this fifbery to the fame adv 
vamage, or that their company was not efhiblifhed 
with the ovoft flri^l ceconomy. Private perfon^ave 
ofreo been found to make fotl^xne^ V] \V[\^ ^^cyt\^ \ 
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but the compaoy have fbund themfelves confidenUe 
lofers. 

A fcheme, [A. D. 1749.] which, by many, was 
thought ftill more advantageous to the nation, was, 
the encouraging thofe who had been difcharsed the 
army or navy, to become members of a new colony in 
North America, called. Noya Scotia. ; To this retreat, 
it was thought, the wafte of an exuberant nation 
might well be drainedofF; and here thofe freefpirits 
might be kept employed, whi), if fiiSered to remain 
at home, would only prey upon the community. This 
wasacoldcUmate,and abarren foil, where the Anglifli ' 
kept a fprt,^ and a fmall garrifon, rather to. imimi'* 
date the neighbouring French, and reprefs tfaeiir in- 
croachments, than to derive.any advantages from die 
improvement of trade, or the cultivation of the coun" 
try. It was here that a fcheme was laid for die 
foundation of a new colony, which might improve 
thefifbery upon that coaft, and become a new fource 
of wealth to the mother country. Thus did the 
nation exchange her hardy and veteran troops for the 
expeAation of precarious wealth. Every colony taken 
from the parent country ferves to leflen its ilrength ; 
and all the wealth imported into it, after it has be- 
come moderately rich, being only ufed as the inflhi- 
ment of luxury, inftead of invigorating the nation, 
tends to render it more effeminate. 

However, it was advertifcd by authority, that all 
proper encouragement would be given to fuch offi- 
cers and private men, who, being difcharged fromthe 
fervice of the government, (hould be willing to fet- 
tle in Nova Scotia. Fifty acres of land were granted 
to every private foldier or feaman, free from taxes 
for ten years, and then to pay only one {billing a 
year. Befidcs this fifty, ten acres more were to be 
granted to every individual of which each family 
Siould confifl. Every ofiicer, under the rank of en* 
fi^rit was to have fouxfcoic ^ci^^ •» ^\£\^% '««« to 
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%ave two hundred, lieutenants three, captains four, 
9nd thofe above that rank fix. Such offers failed 
not to induce numbers to try their fortunes on that 
^lefolate coafl; and, in a little time, abou$/our thou* 
iand adventurers, with their familiesy^^were carried 
thither; a town named Halifax was built; and the 
<olonifts left to glean a fcanty fubfiftance from an 
ungrateful foil. Since that time, notwithftandingv 
•11 the eocburagement this colony has received frosft ., 
the government, the inhabitants have cleared bmt'j 
^cry fmall part of the woods with which the face .ct /J';-; 
^he country is covered. Agriculture is quite forfaken-|*'?' 
•ud the fettlement intirely fubiifts by the fums ex- ^ 
Pended by the army and navy Rationed in that part 
>f the wellern world. 

Here however thofe voluntary out-cafts of their 
Country cxpefted to live, though hardly, yet at Icaft 
Purely; but, in this they found themfelves difap^ 
minted. [A. D* 1754.] The Indians, a favage and 
Berce people, from the firft looked upon thefe fettle* 
tnents of the Engliih as an incroachment upon their 
own liberties; and the French, who were equally 
jealous, fomented thefe fufpfcions. Commiiraries 
Were therefore appointed to meet at Paris, and coirti* 
promife thefe difputes; but thefe conferences were 
rendered abortive by mutual cavallings, and all the 
arts of evafion. 

In the mean time Mr. Pelham, who chiefly con- 
duced the bufinefs of the ftite, and was tfieemed a 
man of candour and capacity, laid a fcheme for 
lightening the immenfe load of debt that was laid 
upon the nation^ His plan was to leiTen the national 
incumbrance, by lowering the intereft which had been 
promifed upon the firft raiftng the fupply, or obliging 
the lenders to receive the Turns originally granted. 
Thofe who wer€ proprietors of ftccks, and received^ 
for the ufe of their money, four per cent^ were, by 
royal authoritcy ordered to fubicribe their aames^ f^^. 
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to the nation; and, as Machlavel has it, 
injufiice is fometimes allowable, in order t 
national benefits^ Befides this faiutary meafui 
were purfued by the minifter at the helnn, w 
fuccefs. The importation of iron from Ain< 
allowed, and the trade to Africa laid ope 
M^hole nation; but, at the fame time, to t 
intended by the board of trade and plantatio 
But all the advantages the nation rea{ 
thefe faiutary meafures, were not fufficientto 
balance the ftroke which libe/ty received (as 
of opiniori) by an unufual ftretch of the prii 
the houfe of commons. As this is a poin 
deferves the ftri6lcft attention, permit me t( 
to its fource. The city of Weflminfter Y 
been rcprefented by members who were noi 
in fome meafure, by the miniftry ; Lord T 
having vacated his feat in (he houfe, by ace 
place under the crown, again declared h 
candidate; but met with violent oppofition. 
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votes, and propagated abufe as ufual. At length, 
the poll being clofed, the majority appeared in favour 
of Lord Trentham ; a fcrutiny was demanded by the 
other fide ; it was protraded by the obftinacy of 
both parties \ but this alfo turning out in favour of 
Lord Trentham, the independent eledlors petitioned . 
the houfe, coiiiplaining of an undue eledidn, and of 
partiality and injuftice of the high bailiff of Wefl- 
minfter, who took the poll. I'o this petition the 
boufe paid little regard, but proceeded to examine 
the high-bailiff as to the caufes that had fo long pro- 
tra^cd the ele^ion who laid the blame upon Mr^ 
Crowle, who had a£ted as council for the petitioners, 
as alfo on the honourable Alexander Murray, and one 
Gibfon an upholfterer.Tfaefe three perfons were there- 
fore brought to the bar of the houfe ; Crowle and 
Gibfon, after having afked pardon upon their knees, 
and, being reprimanded by the houfe, were difmifFed. 
Murray was firft admitted to bail ; but, after fome 
witnefTes had depofed, that he had headed a mob to 
intimidate the voters, it was voted that he fhould be 
committed a clofe prifoner to Newgate ; and, to in- 
vigorate their meafures, that he mould receive this 
fentence at the. bar of the houfe on his knees. He 
accordingly appeared ; but being' dire£ted by the 
Speaker to kneel, refufed to comply. This refufal 
threw the whole houfe into a commotion ; and it 
was ordered that he (bould be committed clofe. pri- 
foner to Newgate, debarred the ufe of pen, ink, and 
paper, and that no perfon ihould have accefs to him 
without permi(fion of the. houfe. This imprifon* 
ment he underwent, fenfible by the conftitucion it 
could continue no longer than while they continued 
to fit; and, at the clofe*of the fefSon, he was con« 
dueled from prifon to his owti houfe, amidft the ac- 
clamations of the people. He now was thought, by 
many, intirely free from all farther profecution \ but, 
in tbidy they wdc miilaken ; for^ 9il tXi^ o^^vvvc\%^\ 
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the enfuing feflions, a motion was made, thatMr. 
Murray {hould be again committed clofe prifoner to 
the Tov^'er. Hitherto it was fuppofed by feveraly 
that the houre of commons had a^d with a fpirit 
of refentment. Now it was thought, that they made 
an attempt at extending their privileges. Though 
the delinquent, a perfon of no great oonfequence iff 
himfelf, had taken the prudent precautions of re- 
tiring from their refentment, yet feveral of the 
people faw t;hat the houfe confidered itfelf rather as 
a body didind from the people, than the guardiaas 
of the people ; and inftead of maintaining the liber- 
ties of the fubjcifl in general, had attempted toixjicreaft 
their own. Some thought they faw, in this mea- 
ft re, the feeds of future ariftocracy ; that the boufe 
of commons conftituted themfelves judges of their 
own privileges; and that the liberty of every indi- 
vidual in fociety was at the difpofal of ti body who 
ptoftfTed a£ling chiefly for their own honour. 

However this may be, another meafure was fooa 
affer taken, which, in reality, made difiindions 
among the people, and laid an unpafTable line be- 
tween the rich and poor. This was an aft for the 
better preventing clandeftinc marriages, and for the 
ihore public folemnization of that ceremony.' The 
griev'ance complained of, and which this law was to 
redrefs, was, that the fons and daughters* of opulent 
families were often feduced into marriage, before 
they had acquired fuflicient experience in life to be 
• fenfi^le of the defparity of fortune in the match. 
This ftatute therefore criailcd, that the bans of mar- 
riage (hould be regularly publiftied three fucceffive 
Sundays in the church of thfe parifh where both par- 
ties had relided for on^^onth at leafl, before die 
ceremony. That a marriage which was folemnized 
without this previous pufeljcation, or a licenfe ob- 
tkineJ from the B\ftio^'s Coutt> (hould be void, and 
the perfon who (oktniux^A \v ftiWA \jfe vt^x^V^^ 



In a Series ^/Letters. 197 

for feven years/* This z&, was, at that time, thought 
^•cplete with confequenccs injurious to fociety ; and 
experience has manifefted fome of them ; villains 
have gone about ileceiving ignorant women, under 
a pretence of marriage, and then have left them 
.without rcdrefs. The poor were thus rendered ut- 
terly incapable of making alliances with the rich; 
and the. wealth of the nation has thus been more li- 
able to accumulation in opulent families. It ha9 
been thought to impede that ardour which impels 
many to marry j and to clog a ceremony of the moft 
infinite advantage to fociety, with procraflination and 
delay. Some have a£irmed, that debaucheries and 
iewdnefs have become more frequent fmce the enadl- 
ing this law \ and it is believed, that the numbers \ 
of the people are upon the decline. ? 

This feillon of parliament was alfo diftinguifhed 
by another a£i; equally unpopular, and, perhaps, 
equally injurious to the religion of the community. 
7his was a law for naturalizing the Jews. The 
minifters boldly affirmed, that fuch a law would 
greatly contribute to the advantage of the nation; 
that it would jncreafe the credit and commerce of 
the kingdom, and fet a laudable example of political 
toleration. Many others,' however, were of very 
different fentiments; they faw that greater favour 
was (hewn by this bill, to Jews, than to fome other' 
fefls profeffing the Chriftian religion \ that an intro- 
du£lion of this people into the kingdom' would dif- 
grace the character of the nation, and cool the zeal / 
of the natives already too lukewarm. However, not- 
withflanding all oppofition, this bill was pafTed into 
z law; nor was it till the enfuing feffion of parlia- 
ment, that it was thought neceffary to be repealed. 

An aft, equally unpopular with the two former, 
was now alfo paffed, which contained regulations 
for the better preferving the game. By this none but 
men already poffefled of a ftated fortune, had a pri- 
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mate, and the ungrateful foil. But It had an ob- 
ilruiStion to its growth ftill more formidable than ei- 
ther. The French, who had been long fettled in 
the back parts of the country, continually fpiritcd 
up the Indians to repel the newcomers; fo that fome 
of them were actually murdered, or fold to the French 
at Louifburg. Thefe violations were complained of, 
and complaint produced recrimination ; fo that the 
two powers of France and England were negotiitiog 
with, accuflng, and deftroying each other ail at ooe 
time. 

Now alfo began to be obferved another fource of 
difpute, which promifed as much uneafinels as the 
former. The French, pretending firft to have dif- 
' covered the mouth of the river Miffiffippi, claimed the 
whole adjacent country towards New Mexico on the 
eaft, and quite to the Apalachian Mountains on the 
we(^« And finding feveral Englifhmen, who had 
fettled beyond thefe mountains, both from motives of 
commerce, and invited by the natural beauties of the 
country, they drove them away, and built fuch forts 
as could command the whole country around. It 
was now, therefore, feen, that their intentions were 
to furround the Englifh colonies, which lay along the 
ihore, by taking pofleiHon of the internal parts of 
the country that lay on the back of our fettlements; 
and being already poflefTed of the northern and 
fouthern ihores, thus to inclofe us on every fide, and 
fecure to themfelves all trade with the natives of the 
country. The Englifli therefore juftly apprehended, 
that if the French were able to unite their northern 
colonies, which were traded into by the river St. 
Lawrence, to their fouthern, which were acqeiiible by 
the river Mifliflippi, they muft, in time, become njaf- 
t-*rs. of the whole territory; and, by having a wide 
country to increafe in, would foon multiply, and be- 
come every year more dangerous. 

The 
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The. government of England having long com- 
plained of thefe incfoachments, determined, at lengthy 
to repel force by force, and to cut the knot of negq^ 
tlation, which they could not untie. Oyfllers were /k/! 
difpatched to the governors of the provinces to unite 
into a confederacy for their mutual fecurity ; and, if 

5offible, tQ bring the Indians over to their caufe. 
r'he Indians were a fierce favage people^ unacquaint- 
ed with the arts of peace and from infancy trainee! to 
the pradice of war, It had long been the method of 
the £ngli(h to cultivate their friendfhip in times of 
danger, but to (light their alliance in circumflances 
of tranquility ; this, in fome meafure, ferved to alie* 
nate their afFe£lions from our government ^ but the 
fraud and avariceofourmerchants, particularly of that 
called the Ohio company ^ who fold them bad merchan- 
dizes, and treated them with equal infolence and' 
perfidy, ferved to confirm their ave/fion. Bcfides, 
there was fomething in the difpofition of the French, 
fettlers in thefe regions more fimilar to' theirs ; the . 
French like the natives; were hardy enterprizing, and 
poor \ they naturally therefore joined with thofe al- 
lies, from conquering of whom they could expecl no 
plunder ; and declared againA the Engiifh colonics, 
^ho were, rich, frugal, and laborious, and whpfe 
fpoils they confcquetly were the more defirous to . A- 
(bare. ^ ^ A 

Thus. then the Englifb had not only the French, 
but almofl the whole body of the Indian nations to 
oppofe; yet this confederacy againft them did not give 
a greater union to the difFerent provinces, whofe in- 
tcreft it was to oppofe. Some of the provthces, who> 
from their (ituation, had little to fear from the enemy, 
or little advaiitages to expeft from vidory, declined 
furnifhing their (hare of the fupplies, the governors 
of fome pther colonies, who had been men of broken 
fortunes, and bad come from their native country to 
retrieve them by a6ls of rapacity and oppre^on 
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here, were fo much dreaded or hated, that they loft 
all influence in infpiring the colonics with a proper 
fpirit of defence. The miniftry, however at home, 
began to exert itfelf for their defence, and their mea- 
fures were haftened by hoililities already commenced, 
their having been, for fome time a (kirmifhing be- 
tween General Lawrence to the north, and Colonel 
Wafhington to the fouth, with parties of the French, 
in which the latter were viAorious* It would be 
tedious, as well as uninform'ing, to relate all the 
preparations that now began to be made by either 
party ; or to load this account with barbarous names 
and unimportant marches ; or to recount the alter- 
nate viftories and defeats of either fide ; be it fuffi- 
cient to obfeive, that they feemed, in fome meafure, 
to have imbibed a ferocity of manners from the fa- 
vage people, with whom they fought, and exercifed 
various ciuelties, either from a fptrit of reprifal or 
cruelty. 

Four operations were undertaken by the EngliOi 
at the fame time [A. D. 1756.] one commanded by 
Colonel Monckton, to drive the French from the in- 
croachments they had made upon the province of 
Nova Scotia ; another on the fouth, againft Crown 
Point, under the command of General Johnfonj a 
third commaded by General Shirley, agaiitft Niagara; 
and a fourth flili farther to the fouth, againft Du 
Qucfne, under the conduft of General Braddock. In 
tnefc refpedtive expeditions Monckton was fuccefsfulj 
Johnfon v ItSlorious,, though without efFeft; Shirley was 
thought dilatory, and his expedition deferred to an- 
other feafon ; but the fortunes of Braddock are fo ex- 
traordinary as to require a more ample detail* This 
General was recon^mended to this fervice by the Duke 
of Cumberland, who "was juftly fenfible of his cou- 
rage, and knowledge in the art of war. Thefe two 
advantages, however, which, upon other, occa- 
fionS) are thought the higheft requifites of a Ge> 
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al were, in fome meafure, conducive Co his com- 
ider's overthrow* His courage made hioi obfti-* 
r; and his (kiJl in war was improper to be ex- 
d in a country where there were no regular ad- 
CCS to be made, nor a mar(balled enemy to en- 
nter. This br&ve but unfortunate man fet for- 
d upon his expedition in June, and left Fort 
mberland on the tenth, at the head of two thou- 
j two hundred men, direding his march to that 
t of the country where General Wa(hington had 
n defeated the year before. Upon his arrival 
rc he was informed, that the French at fort Du 
efne expcQxi a reinforcement of five hundred merj 
therefore refoived, with all hafte, to advance, and 
tck them, before they became too powerful 
this affiftance. Leaving, therefore, Colonel Dun- 
y with eight hundred men, to bring up the proviv 
IS, flores, and heavy baggage, as faft as the nature 
he fervice would permit, he marched forward with 
reft of his army through a country, equally dan- 
Dus from its forefts and favage inhabitants ; z 
ntty where Europeans bad never before attempted 
lenetrate, wild, fiolitaryi and hideous. Still, how- 
r, he advanced with intrepidity, through the de- 
s of Ofwego, regardlefs of the enemy's attempts^ 
ing no ''care previoufly to explore the woods or 
kets, as if the nearer he approached the enemy^ 
lefs regardles he was of danger. At length, 011^ 
eighth of July, he encamped within ten miMs of 
fort Du Quefne, which he intended to attack, and 
next day refumed his march, without fo much as 
eavouriog to get intelligence of an enemy he de- 
;d. With this confidence he was marching forward ; 
(bldiers promifing^themfelves afpeedyceflation from 
r harraifing march, and all things feems to promife 
Tefs. But upon a fudden his whole army was afton- 
d by a general difcharge of arms^ from on unfeen 
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enemy, along the front and left flank. It w&sflov 
Coo late to think of retreating; his troops bad paficd 
into the defile, which the enemy had artfully permit- 
ted before they attempted to fire. His van guard 
therefore fell back, in confternation, upon the main 
body; and the pannic foon became general. The 
ofHcers alone dildained to fly, while Braddock himfelfi 
ax their head, difcovered the greatefl intrepidity, and 
the higheft imprudence; he never thought bf retreat- 
ing, but obftinately continued on the fpot where he 
was, and gave orders to the few brave men who fur- 
rounded him, to form according to the rules of war, 
and regularlv advance againft the enemy. An en- 
thiifiaft to the difcipline of the field, he defiied to 
bring the fpirit of a German campaign into the wilds 
cf N iagara. In the mean time, his officers fell thick 
about him, while he A'\\\ continued to ifTue out or- 
ders with compofure, though he had five horfes (hot 
under him, and though the whole body of his troops 
was fled. At length, receiving a mufket fhot through 
the lungs, he dropped, and a total confufion enfued. 
All the artillery, ammunition, and baggage, of the 
army, were left to the enemy ; the General's cabi- 
net of letters alfo' Ihared the fame fate'; thelofsof 
the Englifh, in this unhappy furprize, amounted to 
feven hundred men; and the remainder of the army, 
fome time after, returned to Philadelphia. It was 
in this manner, the expedition of General Braddoclc 
terminated ; from which England had expefled fuch 
advantages. In all adions, that excite the applaufc 
and admiration of mankind, a part of their fucccfs is 
©wing toconduft, and a part to fortune. Of the 
latter Braddock was totally forfaken; he was un- 
fuccefsful ; and the ungrateful world are unwilling 
to grant him the former. 

Thus unforiunate were the beginnings of this war, 
with regard to England; it was refolved therefore, 
that no meafures were now to be preferved with the 
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French; and orders were given to take their (hips 
\vherever found, though there was yet no formal de« 
claration of war. With this order the naval com* 
manders very readily and willingly complied, fo that, 
loon the £ngli(h ports were filled with (hips talcen 
from the enemy, and kept as an indemnification for 
thofe forts which the enemy had unjufily pofTefled 
themfelves of in America. The French complained 
loudly againft the injuftioe of this proceeding ; they 
reprefented it to the reft of Europe, as a breach of 
chat faith which fhould be obferved among nations, 
as a piratical meafure, difgraceful to the moft favage 
people. Their memorials were anfwered by the 
Engliib, with Come (hew of reafon. However, it 
muft be owned, that as a declaration of war was a 
ceremony eafily performed, it would have been more 
confiftent with the hon6ur of the miniftry, to have 
purfued the ufual methods of conteft which had ]^n 
long eftabli(hed in Europe. I'he truth is, the mi- 
niftry were now divided between peace and war; 
they faw the neceffity of vigorous meafures, but they 
were afraid to throw ofF the ma(k of peace intirely, 
Henry Pelhiam, who had long guided at the helm of 
affairs with candour and capacity, had for fome time 
been dead, and his place fupplied by Sir Thomas 
Robinfon, who, though a fenfible minifter, and a 
favourite of the King, was of no great weight in 
council, and, confequently, foon under a neceffity 
of refigning; and Mr. Fox was put in h[s place* 
The adminiftration was alfo new formed, in other 
refpedls, by the taking in feveral other new members. 
Thofe who had Ipng been in the miniftry, were, it 
is .thought, for peace; thofe, on the contrary, who 
were newly taken into the diredion of afFairs, ex- 
pe£led to fupplant their rivals by an oppodte fyftem, 
and were confequently for war. The leader of this 
party, therefore, warmly folicited for war, feconded 
by the juftice of the caufe, and the general Voice of 
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the people, thofe who oppofed him cxpc&cA toef- 
fed by negotiation all that arms could atchieve. 
Whatever might have been the motives for protrad- 
ing the declaration,, the French feemed to convince 
Europe of their moderation upon this attack by nei- 
ther declaring war, nor making any reprifals. How- 
ever, they threatened England with a formidable 
invaiion ; feveral bodies of troops moved to the coafls 
adjacent to ours ; their minifters exclaimed loudly 
in foreign courts ; and fuch preparations were made 
as (hewed a refciution of carrying the war into the 
heart of Great Britain. Thcfe preparations bad 
the defired efiVA, filling the nation with confterna- 
tion, turbulence, and clamour. The people faw 
themfelves expofed without arms, leaders, or dif- 
cipline, while the minifiry were timid, unpopular, 
and wavering. In this fituation the Dutch were 
applied to for fix thoufand -men, which, by treaty, 
they were to fend England, in cafe of its being 
threatened with an invafion. Which demand, how- 
ever, by affe£bd delays, was put off fo long, that 
the King, unwilling to come to an open rupture with 
the republic, defifted from it ; for which they re- 
turned his Majefty thanks. Such are the advantages 
England is to expeA, from relying on afGftance 
from any other quarter than its native flrength and 
unanimity ; and every day feems to convince us of 
the abfurdity of political alliances, which are never 
obferved, as wanting friendlhip to bind, or force to 
compel. 

In this timid fituation the minifiry were eager to 
catch at any aiTiflance j a body therefore of IleiTians 
and Hanoverians, amounting to about ten thoufand, 
were brought over to prote£^ about as many millions 
of Englifhmen, who, with fwords in their hands^ 
were able to defend themfelves ; but fuch was the 
vile complexion of this period, that the whole king- 
dom prcfented nothing but one picture of difcontent. 
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error, and diftruft. The miniftry was execrated 
'or having reduced the nation to fuch circumfiances 
Df difgrace, as to be thought to ftand in need of pre- 
fervation from a few German toiSTcenaries ; but what 
could be expefted from fuch a miniftry, who were 
poffeffed neither of the arts, nor the integrity of go- 
vernment. 

However, the French were by no means ferious 
in this intended defcent ; their only defign was to draw 
ofF the attention of the £ng)i(h miniftry from an ex- 
pedition which was a£tually going forward againft 
Minorca, an ifland in the Mediterranean, which we 
had formerly taken from Spain, and had been fecured 
to us by repeated treaties. But the miniftry of Ejng- 
)and were too much infe£led with the more domeftic 
terror, to take Juificient precautions to guard this 
place, though they had early notice of the enemies 
intentions. Inftead therefore of fufficiently fecuang 
the ifland with a proper garrifon, or of detaching a 
fquadron that, in all refpeds, (hould be fuperlor to 
the PVench fleet in the Mediterranean, they orrly 
fent ten men of war upon this fervice, poorly man- 
ned and indiflTerently provided under, the command 
of Admiral Byng, whofe chara£ler in the navy was 
by no means eftablifhed, with orders to reinforce 
the garrifon of St. Philip's with one battalion from 
Gibraltar : this command however, the governor of 
that place thought it unfafe to obey. , 

The Admiral fent upon this fervice reinforced his 
fleet by a detachment of men at .Gibraltar ; andj^ail- 
ing towards Minorca, waS joined In the way by an- 
other man of war, from whom he learned that Minorca 
was a£tually befieged, and the French fleet deftined 
to fupport the operations by land. Hefoon knew the 
reality of this information, when, approaching the 
ifland, he faw the French baifners difplayed, and the 
batteries opened againft the caftle of St. rhilip's, upon 

which 
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which was flill difplayed the Englifii flag. The ap« 
pearance of the French fleet, foon after, flill more 
ftrongly engaged his attention ; he drew up his fhips 
in line of battle, and determined to a6l upon the 
defenflve. Byng had been formerly thought emi- 
nent in naval operations, to which he was early bred, 
but he had hitherto exhibited no proofs of courage. 
Men are generally moft apt to pride themfelves upon 
thofe talents for which they are moft praifed ; and 
this was the cafe with this unfortunate commander; 
he facrificed his reputatipn for courage, to the hopes 
of being applauded for his condu£l. The French 
fleet advanced ; a part of the Englifli fleet engaged i 
the Adiniral flill kept aloof, giving prudent reafons 
for his remifihefs in coming to adion ; till, at iengdi^ 
the French Admiral, taking the advantage of the 
Englifliman's hefitation, failed flowl/^away to join thi 
van of his fleet, which had been already difcomfited, 
The Englifl), for a while, continued the purfuit; but 
the opportunity of coming to a dofe engagement 
was now lofl, and never prefented itfelf again. 

Byng was ftill refolved to ad with his ufual cau- 
tion J he called a council of war, wherein it was rc- 
prefented that he was much inferior to the enemy in 
fhips and men ; that the relief of Minorca was im- 
pradicable ; and that it was mofl: advifeable to fail 
back to Gibraltar, which might require immediate 
proteflibn. This reprefentation was almoft unani- 
moufly agreed to, and put accordingly in execution. 
His pufillanimous condud, however, foon reached 
his native country, whereit excited almoft a phrcrzy 
of refentment. The miniftry were alfo thought to 
fan the flame, which ferved to turn the public eye 
from their own mircoiidu(9 in fending fo weak an 
armament, Byng, in the mean time, remained at 
Gibraltar, no way fufpe<Sling the ftorm that was ga- 
thering at a diftance ; bur talked, and wrote, even 
as if he expe£ied the thanks of his King, and the 
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applaufe of his countrymen ; but he was foon awaked 
from this dream, hy a letter from the miniflry, giving 
him notice, that he was recalled ; and another foon 
after, by which directions were given that he fhould 
be fent home under arref^. Upon his arrival in 
England, he was committed a clofe prifoner to 
Greenwich hofpital, and numberlefs arts ufed to in- 
flame the populace againO; him. Long before his trial, 
.feveral addrefles were fent up from different counties, 
crying out for juftice againft the delinquent. The 
induiiry of his friends, however, was not remifs up- 
on this occaiion ; they expoflulated with the multi- 
tude, and attempted to divert the whole of univerfal 
hatred upon the miniftry, who, at worft, only de- 
ferved a ihare. But, foon after the news of the fur- 
render of fort St. Piiilip to the French inflamed the 
people beyond all mcafure. This fortrefs had been 
reckoned, next to Gibraltar, the ftrongefl in Europe, 
the works having been planned by the celebrated 
Vauban ; and, both from the nature of the foil, 
which was one folid'rock, and the peculiarity of the 
iituation, it wa3 thought almoft impregnable* In 
order to make themfelves maflers of this important 
fortrefs,, the French^ under the command of the 
Duke de Richelieu, landed near twenty thoufand 
men, which, by continual afTauIt, and having gained 
an outwork, at lafl made themfelves mailers of the 
place. The £ngli{h governor. General Blakeney, 
however, had very honourable terms of capitulation, 
and marched out with all the enfigns of war. Yet, 
perhaps, in truth, the hardev^the conditions a garri- 
fon is obliged to accept, the more honourable it is 
to the commander, as they denote his extremity in 
being reduced to accept of them. 

The Englifh now faw themfelves erery where de- 
feated ; in America their armies were cut in pieces ; 
in Europe their garrifons taken | the people trembling 

under 
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under the dread of an invafion, a few mercenaries 
brought in for their defence, who, in turn, became 
formiiiable to the natives ; all thefe circumftances 
concurred to exafperate the people; but there was no 
obje£l on whom to wreck their vengeance, but the 
unhappy Byng, who, in a manner, was already de- 
voted to deftrudion War was now proclaimed with 
t;he ufual folemnitVi though it was now but a denun- 
ciation after having ftruck the blow. The Hanove- 
rians were fent back to their own country, and the 
preparrations were made for trying Admiral Byng in 
the ufual form. On the twenty-eighth day of De- 
cember his trial began before a Court- Martial, in 
the harbour of Portfmoutb, where, after a fcruciny 
of feveral days, his Judges came to a refolution, that 
he had not done his utmoft, during the engagentent, 
to deflroy the enemy, which it was his duty to have 
engaged. They therefore unanimoufly were of opi- 
nion, that he fell under the twelfth article of war, 
which pofitively ordered death to any perfon, who, 
in the time of a£tion (hould withdraw, keep back, 
or not come into fight, or who fhould not do bis ut- 
moil, through either motives of cowardice, negli- 
gence, or difaffediion. He was therefore adjudged 
to be (hot on board whatever (hip the Lords of the 
Admiralty (hould pleafe to dire<5t ; but his Judges, at 
the fame time recommended him to mercy ; as tbey 
could not tell the motives of his keeping aloof. By 
fuch a fentence they exped^ed to have fatisfied the na- 
tional animofity againfl him, and yet to have fcreen'd 
themfelves from the confcioufnefs of (everity. What- 
ever the government might wi(h to do is uncertain; 
but the cry of vengeance was too loud to be difrc- 
garded ! his Majefty therefore referred the fentence 
to the twelve Judges, who were unanimoufly of opi- 
niod that the fentence was legal ; wherefore the King 
refolved that he (hould fufFer the extremity of the 
hw^ StilJ, however, ihexc vi?^s ^v\o\}ci^\ 2.v.tem^t made 
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to fave him : One of thofe who had been his Judges 
at Portfniouth, and who was alfo a member of the 
houfe of commons, informed that aflembly, that he^ 
as well as fome others who had fat upon the Admiral's 
trial, defired to be releafed from the oath of fecrecy 
impofed upon Courts-Martial, that they might dif- 
clofe the grounds on which ftntence of death had 
pafTed upon Admiral Byng^ and, perhaps, dlfcover fuch 
circumttances as might fhew the fentence to be im- 
proper. To this the houfe, paid little regard ; buC 
his Majefty thought fit to refpite the execution, till 
the fcruples of the Court-Martial fhould be more' 
dearly explained. A bill therefore paffed the houfe^ 
of commons for releafing them from their oath ; but 
when it came to be debated among the Lords, and' 
after the members of the Court-Martial were ex- 
amined touching their reafons, the Peers found no. 
reafon for pafSng the bill ; and it was rejcfted. The 
Admiral being thus abandoned to his fate, refolved* 
at leaft, by the bravery of his death, in fome mea-' 
fare, to fliew the injufticc of the imputation of his 
being a coward. He maintained to the lall his na- 
tural ferenity ; and, on the day fixed for his execu- 
tion, when the boats belonging to the fleet, being 
manned and armed, attended this folemnity in the 
harbour, the Admiral advanced from the cabbin,' 
where he had been imprifoned, to the deck, the place 
appointed for execution, with a compofed ftep, and 
rcfolute countenance. He then delivered a paper, 
containtng the following addrefs : A few moments 
will now deliver me from virulent perfecution^ andfruf- 
trate the malice of my enemies. Nor need I envy them 
a life fuhjeSf to the fenfations my injuries^ and the injuf- 
tice done me^ mujl create. Perfuaded I am^ thatjujiice 
will be done to my reputation hereafter. The manner and 
caufe of ratfing and keeping up the popular clamour ^ and 
prejudice againft me^ will he feen through, I fhall he 
con/idered as a vi6iim de/iined to dwert the wdV^navvtin 

and. 
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and re/entmitit of an injured and deluded people frmihi 
proper objeSis* My enemies them/elves mujl now think 
me innocent. Happy for me^ at this my laji mminU 
that I know my own innocence^ and am ccnfcious that m 
part of my country^ s misfortunes can be owing to me* I 
heartily wijb the Jhedding my blood may coritribute to thi 
happinefs and fer vice of my country ; but I cannot refiin 
my jujl claim to a faithful dijcharge of my duiy^ according 
to the beji of my judgment^ and the utmofl exertion cfmf 
ability for his Maje/ly*s honour^ and my country s ferula, 
I am forry that my endeavours were not attended with 
more Jiiccefs ; and that the armament under my commani 
proved too weak to fucceed in an expedition of fuch mn' 
ment. Truth has prevailed over calumny and faljhood^ 
andjuftice has wiped off the ignominious flain of my per- 
fonal want of courage^ and the charge ofdifaffe£licn. My 
heart acquits me of thefe crimes \ but who can beprejump' 
tuoujly fure of his own judgment ?. If my crime is an 
trror of judgment^ or differing in opinion from m^judgei \ 
and if yet the error of judgment Jhould be on their fide% 
God forgive them, as I do i and moy the dijirefs of their 
minds^ and uneaftnefs of their confciences^ which, injuf- 
tice to me^ they have reprefented, be relieved^ and fuhfde<, 
as my refentment has done* The fupr erne fudge fees all 
hearts and motives^ and to him I mufl fubmit thejuflla 
of my caufe. When he had delivered thefe words, be 
came forward^ and refolved to die with his face un- 
covered j but, his friends reprcfentlng that bis looks 
might poUibly intimidate the foldiers, and prevent 
their taking proper aim, he had his eyes bound with 
an handkerchief) and, kneeling upon deck, the fig- 
nal was given for the foldiers to fire, and he dropped 
down dead in an inflant. 

How far this unfortunate man was innocent, or 
culpable, we ftand too near the tranfaiSlion to judge; 
if he erred in point of judgment only, it might have 
been a proper caufe for his difmiflion j but it would 
hsLve been cruelty t.o cQud^iiici hlcn for it. Tbofc 
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iKrho plead with the greateft vehemence ^gainft hifn,^ 
ieec^, however, at prefent, to bring their arguments 
from the neceiEty there was of making fome one 
commander an example to give greater refolution to 
the reft, and from the good efFe^s that feemed to at* 
tend his execution, by our repeated fuccefles after it. 
Thefe, however, are fuch reafons as may filence, 
but not fatisfy; we muft be Contented therefore, to 
r^fle£t tacitly upon this tranfa<5tion, and to let pofte* 
i-ity do the reft. 

LETTER LXIV. 

Xl/urope has often been compared to one repubh'c 
obeying one law^ namely, that of nations ^ and 
compofed of provinces, each of which is prevented 
from becoming too great by the univerfal jealoufy of 
the refr. A quarrel therefore between any two of 
thefe is apt to involve the whole in war; but, parti- 
cularly, if the difpute happens to arife between thofe 
who are reckoned the leading powers in this afiTem- 
blage of nations. A war begun between France 
and England, for a defart and tracklefs wild in the 
remote parts of Europe, feemed now fpreading faft 
through the whole world; and the appearance of their 
commotions revived all the ancient jealoulies and 
claims among the reft. 

The French, at the breaking out of this new war, 
though they were fuccefsful in its commencement, 
were very fenfible that they could not long hold their 
acqulfitions againft fuch a fuperiority as the Engli(h 
were pofTelTed of at fea, and the numberlefs refources 
they had of alBfting their colonies with all the necef- 
faries of war. Being therefore apprized that a naval 
war muft, in the end^ turn out to their difadvantage. 
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they made no fcruple of declaring that they would 
revenge the injuries they fuftained in their colonies, 
or by fea, upon the King of England's territories in 
Germany, which they fecretly hoped would be a mo- 
tive to his complying with their demands, or divid- 
ing the Engliih forces, or draining their finances with 
heavy fubfidies, as they knew his affedion forbid 
native country* In thefe hopes they were not much 
difappointed ; the court of London immediately, to 
fecurd the Electorate of Hanover, entered into a treaty 
with the Emprefs of Ruflia, by which a body of fifty- 
five thoufand men (bould be ready to a£l in the Eng- 
liih fervice, in cafe Hanover fhould be invaded, for 
which the Ruffian Emprefs was to receive an hundred 
thoufand pounds annually, to be paid in advancer- 

His Pruflian Maj^fty had long confidered himfelf 
as the guardian of the interefis of Germany, and was 
ftartled at the treaty. 1 He monarch upon the throne 
was Frederic ill. a Prince adorned with all the arts 
of peace, and whom you have feen alfo a£tin^ as the 
moft confummate General. He had learned to read 
men, by b?ing himfelf bred in thefchool of adverfity; 
and to love his fubje(3s, by having experienced their 
attachment. He therefore took the firft opportunity 
to declare, that he would not fufFer any foreign for- 
ces to enter the Empire, either as auxiliaries or prin- 
cipals. This confummate politician had, it feems, 
been already apprized of fome fecret negotiations be-, 
tween the Auftrians, whom he looked upon as con- 
cealed enemies, and the Ruilians, for entering his 
dominions, and dripping him of the province of Si- 
lefia, which had been conceded to him in the laft 
treaty of peace. His Britannic Majefly, whofe fears 
for Hanover guided all his councils, now faw him- 
felf in the very fituatipn he moft dreaded, expofedto 
the refentment of France and Pruflia, either of which 
could at once invade and over-run his Electorate, 
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labile his Ruffian allies lay at'too great a dift^nce to 
Oiit him. However, all he wiihed was to keep the 
nemy out of Germany ; and this the King of Pruffia 
nade a profedion of doing, as well as he. From the 
imilitude of their intentions, [A. D. 1757.] there- 
ore, thefe two Monarchs were induced to unite their 
nterefts ; and as they both.only defired the fame thing, 
hey came to an agreement to affift each other mutu- 
illy in keeping all foreip;n foi'ces out of the Empire. 
From this alliance both powers hoped great ad- 
'ai^tages ; the preserving the peace of Germany was 
he apparent good, but each had other peculiar bene- 
its in view. The King of Pruffia knew the Au- 
Irians to be his enemies, and the Ruffiails to be in 
eague with them againft him; an alliance therefore 
^ith the court of London, kept back th^ Ruffians 
ivhom he dreaded, and gave him hopes of taking an 
imple fatisfadlion from Auftcia, whom he fufpeSed: 
/Vs for France, he counted upon it as a natural ally, 
ivhich, from the long and hereditary enmity with 
he Auftrians, coul4 not, by declaring agatnft him, 
oin them to whom they had fuch various reafons for 
)olitical averfion. T^e Elcdor of Hanover, on the 
>ther hand, had ftill Aronger expectations of the 
)enefits that would arife from this alliance. He thus 
nocured a near and pwerful ally ; an ally which he 
bought the French, in their prefent circumftances, 
tfvould not venture to difoblige ; he counted upon the 
/Vuflrians as naturally attached to his interefts by 
^ormer fervices and friendihip ; and the Ruffians, at 
leaft, as likely to continue neuter, from their former 
dipulations and Aibfidy. Such were the motives to 
this aliiapce; but both were deceived in every parti- 
:ular. And though this alliance aftoniQied Europe at 
that time, it foon produced another connexion flill 
more extraordinary. The Auftrian Q«een had long 
meditated defigns of recovering Silefia, which, in her 
exigency, the King of Pruffi^si had icvM^d^^ ^xA ^^« 
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peAed the afliftance of Ruffia to afFed her purpofes. 
By this laft treaty) however, Ihe faw England joining 
with Pruffia in fruftrating her hopes ; and, deprived 
of one ally, ihe fought about, in order to fubllitute 
another. She • therefore applied to France $ and to 
procure the friendfhip of that power, gave up her 
barrier in the Netherlands, which England had been 
for ages acquiring with its blood and treafure. Bf 
this extraordinary revolution the whole political fyt 
tern of Europe aflumed a new face, and it pretty 
clearly (hews that events guide the politician, while 
the politician feldom guides events ; or to ufe the 
words of Tacitus, there is but vtry little difference 
between the art and its fatility. 

In the mean time, this treaty between France and 
Auftria, was no fooner ratified, than the Emprefs of 
Ruffia was invited to accede to it ; which propofsl 
(he ardently embraced. By concurring with their 
propofals, Ruffia had another opportunity offending 
her forces into the wefiern parts of Europe, which 
was all (he had hoped by the (iibfidiary treaty with 
England. A fettlement in the weflern parts of Eu- 
rope was what this fierce northern power long wan- 
ted an opportunity of obtainmg 9 for, pofTeiTed of that, 
(he could then pour in fre(h forces at any time upon 
the more effeminate and contending ffates ; and, 
perhaps, at length, obtain univerfal Empire. The 
intrigues of Fiance were alfo fuccefsfuliy employed 
with Sweden. A war between that nation and Pruf- 
fia was kindled up, though contrary to the inclina- 
tion of their Sovereign, who had. the natural motives 
of kindred for being averfe to that meafure. 

Thus all the alhances which England had long 
been purchafing upon the continent, and many of 
the treaties which (he had been long making, with 
all the buftle of negotiation, were at once dettroyed. 
The forces of the contending powers therefore, no»^ 
duwn out on each ^de, ftood vhM% ; England f^poki 



/jT /I Series tj Letters. tiy 

^rance in America and Afia j France attacked Hin- 
>ver on the continent of Europe. This country the 
SCing of Pruflia undertook to protect, while England 
>romifed to furnifh him with troops and money to 
i£i(t his operations. On the other hand, Auftria had ^ 
iefigns upon Pruffia, and drew the Eiedor of Saxony 
ifito the fame purfuits ; (he was alfo feconded in her 
riews by Ruffia, Sweden, and France, while the reft 
Qf the powers of Europe continued fpe^tors of the 
contention. 

Thefe defigns of Auftria, for the recovery of her 
loft dominions, were too apparent not to be early 
difcovered by fo vigilant a Monarch as that of Prul^ 
fia ; he faw that preparations were making agarni: 
him by that power in Bohemia and Moravia, while 
the Eledior of Saxony, under the pretence of a mi- 
litary parade, drew together about ftxt^en thoufand 
men, which occupied the ftrodg fortrefs of Pima. 
The fecret treaty alfo between the courts of Rui&t 
and Aitfiria did not efcape his penetration *, by thtl 
it was privately ftipulated, that the treating powen 
i[hou1d, in cafe of apprehending any breach of the 
prefent peace, unite againft riuSa, and (hare the 
dominions of that crown between them. This he 
confidered as an ofFenfive alliance; the trea^ng 
powers alledged, that it was only defenfive. At 
preparations for war, howevar, were carrying on 
with the utmoft diligence on either fide ; the Kingf 
of Pruffia, in order to be confirmed in what he al« 
ready fufpefied, ordered his minifter at Vienna to 
demand a clear explication, and proper afturances 
concerning the preparations he faw making. He aC 
firft received an equivocal anfwer; but, ordering hit 
minifter to demand a categorical reply, whether the 
Emprefs Queen was for peace or war ; and to le* 
quire a poiitive aflurance, that ftie had no intention 
to attack him that year, or the pext ; an ambiguous 
anfufcr was returned to fo plua 21 c^MtCtvoiv^ n%\\\^ . 

Vol, lU L u^<(yo^M(^ 
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undoubted maniftfted an inclination for war. He 
therefore thought proper no longer to fufpend hisopera- 
tions, but to carry the war into the enemies country, 
rather than to wait for it in his own. He entered 
with a large army into Saxony, and, in the ufuai 
ilraiii of civility, aemanded from the Eledor a paf- 
fage through that country, which he well knew the 
pofleilbr of it was not able to refufe. In the mean 
time, he difguifed all his fufpicions of the Eleftor'v 
having fecrcrtly treated with his enemies ; and, upon 
the latter's propofing to obferve a ftrid neutrality, 
he profeflTed himfelf extremely pleafed at the offer; 
but defired, as a proof of the nncerity of the Eledor's 
intentions, to feparate the army of the Eledorate, 
for which there could poilibly be no occaiion in cafe 
of the neutrality propofed. This, however, the 
£lc(S^or of Saxony thought it prudent to refufe, 
which was probably what the other eagerly defuxd; 
for, in confequence of his refufal, the King formed 
a kind of blockade about the Saxon camp, in order 
to reduce it by famine ; for fuch was the fituaiion 
of this fpot, on which the Saxons had encamped, 
that though a fmall ^rmy could defend it againft 
the moil riumerous forces, yet the faipe difficulty 
attended leaving it, that ferved to render it inaccei- 
lib.e to an enemy. Of. this his Pruffian Majefty 
took the advantage ; and, by blocking up every place 
of egi eib> cut oti' their proviiions, and the whole body 
was obliged to furrender prifoncrs of war. 

In a detail of the tranfadions of England it will 
jnot beneceliary to recapitulate thenumerousmarch^ 
viiStories, fiegcs, and repuifcs of this great foreign 
»ally. Whatever either former hiilory had ihewn, or 
f ven romance might feign, was out done both by hi* 
^expedition and intrepidity. King only of a very 
fmall territory, afliftcd by England, wbofc fituatioa 
too rcflu^te to ^ive any cofifiderable fuccours, 
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oppofi^ and furrounded by all the moft formlJable 
powers of Europe, he ftill oppofed them on every 
fide ; he invades Bohemia, defeats the Auftrian Ge- 
neral at Lowof'chtch, retreats, begins his fecond 
campaign with another vi£lory near Prague, is upon 
the point of taking that city, but by a temerity in« 
fpired by former fuccefTes, attacking the Auftriant- 
at a di fad vantage near Kolin, he is defeated, and 
obliged to raife the fiege : Fortuney fays he, has turned 
her back upon me this day* I ought to have expeHed it ; 
Jhe is a female^ and I am no gallant \ fuccefs often occa- 
fions a dejlru^ive confidence 5 but another time we will 
do better, 

•One misfortune fecmed to follow another ; (ht 
Hanoverians, who had joined with him and Englahd^ 
in the alliance, had armed in his favour, com- 
manded by the Duke of Cumberland. As this army, 
which confided of three thoufand eight hundred 
men, was greatly out-numbered by the French, they 
were obliged continually to retire before them. The 
paflage of the river Wefer might have been difputed 
with fome hopes of fuccefs j yet the Hanoverians 
permitted them, to pafs it unmolefted. Their army». 
therefore, was now driven from one part of the 
country to another, till, at length, it made a fland 
near a village called Haftenback, where it was judged 
it would be beft able to fuftain the fuperiority of 
the enemies numbers. However,- notwithilanding 
all the efforts of difcipline, and the advantages of 
fituation, the weaker fide was flill obliged to retire ; 
amd, leaving the field of battle to the French, re- 
treated towards Stade, By taking this route they 
marched into a country, from whence they could. 
neither procure provifions, nor yet had an opportunity 
of attacking thcencmy upon equal terms. Unable, by 
their fituation, to retire ; or, by their flrcnght, to 
advance; they wcrC compel led to fi^n a caj)itulau{)n^ 
hy which the whole ai'my laid A;iviA\\.':iC\\ -^ww^^ mw^ 
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were difperfed into different quarters of cantonment. 
By this remarkable treaty, which went by the name 
of the treaty of Clofter Seven, the Hanoverians were 
quite fubduedi and all the French forces let looib 
iji>on the King of Pruffia together. 

The fituation of this Monarch was now become 
dcfperate ; nor could human prudence forefee how 
he could extricate himfelf from his diftrefs. The 
French forces, now united, invaded his dominions on 
one fide ; the Ruffians, who, for fome time, had 
bovered over his dominions in another part, all at 
once haftened onward to overwhelm him, marking 
Itheir wa^ with flaughter and cruelty ; a large body 
of Auftrians entered Silefia, and penetrated as far as 
Breflau, and turning to Schweidnitz, fat down be- 
fore that important K>rtrefs, which,after a long fiege, 
lurrehdered. Another army of the fame nation en- 
tered Lufatia, made themielves mafters lof Zittau, 
and prcffing forward, laid the capital of Berlin under 
-contribution. Twenty-two thoufand Swedes pierced 
into Pruffian Poiperania, took the towns of Anclam 
and Demmein, and exad^ed tribute from the whole 
country. It was in vain that the the King of Pruffa 
faced about to every invader, though his enemies fled 
l^efore him, while he purfued one body, another pe« 
netrated his territories in the mean time ^ and his do- 
minions, even in the midft of victory,- were every 
day contraQing. X^^ greateft part were either taken 
pr laid under contribution, and poflefied by his ene- 
mies i and he was left without any alliance or aflift* 
' ance, but what th^ Britifb parliament might think 
proper to afford. 

Thefefuccours could, at bcft, have been, for fomc 
time, but ineffectual ; however, it was refolved by 
theEnglifh minidry, that fometing fbould be done, 
and accordingly an enterprife was planned againft 
the French coalt which, oy drawing off their atten- 
tiqa frgm Pruffia, mig^t ^vvc'vcutxi^xo x^C^v^e^and 
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call ofF a part of the French to defend themfe]ves« 
Befide this intention^ England alfo hoped to be able 
to give a blow to their marine, by deftroying fuch 
(hips as were laid up, or building in the harbour of 
Rochfort, the city againft which this expedition was 
deftined. The EngJifli miniftry kept this obje£t of 
their operations a profound fecfet ; and France was 
filled with alarms till, at length, it was found that 
the fleet appeared before Rochfort^ where it fpent 
fome time in deliberating upon what manner to pro* 
ceed. At laft it was refolved to fecure the little ifland 
of Aix, an eafy conqueft, which, while performing, 
the militia of the country had time to allemble, and 
there was an appearance of two camps upoM the 
Ihore. The commanders therefore, who, by the 
badnefs of the weather, were, at firft, prevented from 
landing, now feared equal danger from the numbers 
of the enemy which were to oppofe them. Thev took 
into confideration the badnefs of the coaii, the 
danger of landing, the time the city had to prepare 
for a vigorous diefence, and their own iinfitnefs for 
any other methods to reduce it but that of a fudden 
attack. This confideration induced them to defift 
from further operations 5 and they unanimoufly re- 
folved to return home, without making any attempt. 
Nothing could equal the difcontent of the Englifli 
upon feeing this expedition, of which they had con- 
ceived fuch expectations, return unfuccefsful. It pro- 
duced, as ufual, a conteft between thofe who plan* 
ned, and thofe who were fent to execute it. The 
military men reprefented it as ufelefs and rafh ; the 
minifters exclaimed at the timi'dity and delays of thoie 
from whofe vigour fiiccefa was to be expelled. A 
Court of Enquiry cenfured the commander ; but a 
Court-Martial acquitted him. l*his, like almoft all 
the former operations, ferved to embitter party, and 
jncreafe defpondcncc, A great man was even heard 
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to fay, upon a very folemn occafion, that hcbelicvtd 
the commanders of every military operation wcrerc- 
folved upon doing nothing. The tumult of th« 
people was now funk from turbulent clamour into 
fullen difcontent ; they faw only gloomy profpeds on 
every fide, their armies dcftroyed,jiheir fleets unadive, 
their expeditions ridiculous, and the only ally they 
"had left in Europe, that would fight their battles, 
upon the point of being overwhelqied by fuperiority 
of numbers. Such were the beginnings of this war. 
from which the timid foreboded national fervitude, 
and a total dedrudion of all maritime power, and 
even the moft fanguine only hoped for a peace that 
might reftore them to former equality. 



LETTER LXV. 

^uch was the ill fuccefs of the Englifli arms, and 
cf their allies, at the beginning of this war. Every 
day the prefs, teemed with produ&ions which either 
i-eproached their cowardice, or foreboded their un* 
doing. Yet ftill the hopes of the parliament rofc 
with iheir difappointments, and every refource fccmed 
to augment with their expences. The' the fupplies 
for this deftruftive and hitherto (hameful war, were 
enormous, yet they were raifed as foon as granted. 
The officers of the army feemed roufed into vigour 
by national reproach. Afia, was the country in 
which fuccefs hrft began to dawn upon the Brltifli 
intereft, and were we firft learned the art of again 
Conquering the enemy. A war in Europe could 
tint be proclaimed between the two great powers, 
without being felt in the remotefl: parts of the globe. 
This immenfe tradl of country, which was the 
ifAeatre of an Aiiatic vrar, cotE^^i^tv^tv^t ^'^ ^VtJ.^. 
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peninfula of India Proper. On the coafts of this 
great territory, the Englilh, the French, and feverjl 
jother powers of Europe^ had built forts, with the 
original confent of the Mogul, who cUimsJthe fovc*- 
xeignty of the whole Empire. Whatever his right 
may be to this dominion, his power is fcarce felt or 
acknowledged in many of the remoter provinces j 
^nd even the Governors or Nabobs, who were ori^i- 
•nally of his appointment, have rendered themfelvcs 
independent, and exert an abfolute dominion ove^ 
jtheir refpsilive territories, without acknowltdgin^j 
his fuperiority, cither by tribute or homage. In their 
contefts, therefore, thefe Princes inllcad of having 
/ecourfe to the Mogul for redrefs, apply to the Eu** 
jopean powers, whom they can' either. purchafe or 
perfuade to affifl: them. The war between England 
and France, in thefe remote parts, fxrft began by 
.each power's Tiding with two contending Nabobs, 
and thus, by degrees, becoming principals in thedif* 
j>ute. The fuccefs, on each fide, for fome time after 
.the treaty of Aix-]a*ChapelIe, feemed doubtful, till. 
At length, the afFairs of the Englifh feemed to gaia 
^tbe afcendancy by the courage and condu^Sl of Mr. 
.Clive, a gcntj^an who iirft entered into the fervicc ^ 
pf the company as a clerk, butibon (hewed his ta« 
jent$ more adapted, for war. fiy his. vigilance an4 
.courage the province of Axcot was cleared of the 
enemy, the French General taken prifoner, and the 
]Nabob, whom the Englifli fupported, reinftated in 
.the government of which he had been formerly de- 
prived. The French, difcouragcd by thefe. misfor- 
tunes, and feniible of their own inferiority in this 
.part of the world, fent over a commiflary with a 
view to redore peace ; and a convention between 
the two companies. was accordingly concluded, im-» 
porting, that the territories taken on either fide fmce 
the lafT peace (hould be mutually leftored ^ that the 
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Nabobs advanced by the influence of either partr^ 
ihould be acknowledged by both ; and that, for t^ 
future, neither Oiould interfere in the diiFerences be- 
tween the Princes of the country. This ceflition, 
however, was not of long duration ; compa^ madi 
between trading companies can never be of long eon* 
tinuance, when there is a profpeft of advantage to 
«fther fide from their infradion. In a few months 
after both fides renewed their'operatiofls, no longer 
as auxiliaries but as rivals in arms and commerce. 
What the motives to this infradion were are not fuf* 
ficiently known \ wherever there is trade there muft 
be a. degree of avarice ; and that is a paffion too 
often the parent of injuftice and cruelty. Certain if 
is that the Viceroy of Bengal, fronv motives of per- 
fonal refentmenty declared a^ainft the Enriiih ; aod^ 
levying a numerous army, laid fiege to C»cutta, one 
of their forts, which was in no muation to endun 
the attack even of barbarians. It was taken bv af- 
fault; and the garrifon, to the number of on hun- 
dred an forty-fix perfons, were crowded into a nar- 
row prifon called the Black Hole^ about eighteen feet 
fquare, without any entrance for air, except by two 
iron windows to the weft, which, by no means, zU 
forded a fufficient quantity for the fupporting life in 
fuch numbers. In fuch a burniifg climate tt is ter- 
rible to conceive the fituation of wretches thus im- 
mured and fufFccating each other. Their firft eiFort^ 
upon finding the danger of their horrid confinement, 
was to break open the door; but this being impof- 
fible, they endeavoured to excite the companion or the 
avidity of the guard, by oiFering him a large fum of 
nioney for his affiftance, in removing them to fcpa- 
rate prifons, with which he was not able to comply, 
as the Viceroy was aflcep, and no perfon durft dif* 
turb him. 1 hey were now tberefoje left without 
hopes of relief to periflh, and the whole prifon was 
jfiicd with groans, flMve^s^ cQva^& ^vw\ ^Q>w^>i.C\<i^. 
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This turbulence foon after funk into languor and 
defpair 5 and towards morning all was horrid filence 
and dcfolation. Of ap hundred and forty-fix who 
had entered alive, but twenty-three only furvived, 
and of ihefe feveral died by putrid fevers upon their 
being ftt free. 

The redu£tion of this important fortrcfs ferved to 
interrupt the profperous fuccefles of the Englifh coni- ' 
pany ; but the fortune of Mr. Clive ftill vanquifiied 
every obftacle ; a flec^, under the command of Ad- 
miral Watfon, confpired withliis efforts, and helped 
him in his vidories. Angria, a piratical Prince, who 
had long annoyed the company's fettlements in the 
neighbourhood of Bombay, firft felt the weight of 
our naval power. This Prince maintained a large 
number of gallies, with which he would attack the 
largeft (hips, when he found a proper opportunity ,) 
and, by this means, he exacted a tribute from every 
European power for a permiffion to trade. To fub« 
due fuch a. dangerous enemy to commerce. Admiral 
Watfon and Colonel Clive failed into his harbour of 
Geriah, though they fuftained a warm fire as they 
pafled, and foon threw all his fleet and his fort into 
flames. The next day the fort furrcndered at difcre*- 
tion, where the conquerors found a large quantity of 
warlike flores, and eflfedts to the value of one hun* 
dred and thirty thoufand pounds. 

From this conqucfl Mr. Clive went on to take 
revehffe for the treatment of the Englifh at Calcutta, 
and aoout the beginning of December arrived at Ba- 
lafore, in the kingdom of Bengal. There was but 
fmall oppofition made to the fleet, or the army, till 
they came before Calcutta, the fcene of former cru- 
elty ; but as foon as the Admiral, with two fhips, 
arrived before the town, he received a furious fire 
from all the batteries. This, however, he returned 
with ftill greater execution, and, in lefs than two 
hours, the place was abandoned. Thus by the con* 
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qiieft of this and the former fortrefs, the Englifli be- 
came pofiefTcd of the two ftrongeft fettlements on 
the banks of the Ganges. Soon after thefe fuccelTes, 
Hughly, a city of great trade was reduced with as 
little difficulty, and all the Viceroy of Bengal's ftore- 
houfes and granaries deftroyed. This barbarous 
Piincc, incenied at thefe loiJes, afTembled an army 
l)f ten thoufand horfe, and fifteen thoufand foot, 
fully rcfolvcd to expel the Engliih out of his domi- 
nions. Upon the firft intelligence of his marcb» 
Colonel Clive begged of the Admiral a reinforce- 
ment of men from the (hips ; and iix hundred fea- 
men were accordingly foon added to his little army. 
The numerous forces of the Viceroy of Bengal ap- 
peared, and Colonel Clive advanced in three columns 
to attack him. But, though the forces were fo feem- 
ingly difproportioned, with re(pe£l to number, the 
victory foon declared in favour of the Englifli com- 
mander. In fa£):, what could timid Afiatic foldiers 
do againil European troops^ hardened by war, and 
inured to all the viciffitudes of climate. All the 
ciil^oms, habits^ and opinions of the Ailatics tend 
to enfeeble the body, and effeminate the mind. Whca 
we conceive a body of men led up to the attack, 
trfled in long filkgarnments, with no other courage 
but that infpired by opium; with no other fears from 
defeat but that of changing their mode of flaveryv 
their chief commander mounted on an elephant, and 
confcqucntly a more confpicuous obje& for aim ; 
their artillery drawn by oxen, impatient and furious 
upon the flighteft wound j every foldier utterly un- 
acquainted with that cool intrepidity which provides 
againft tlanger, and only taught to ngbt by the fame 
arts that raife their paffions. If we confider all thefe 
circunittances, it will be no way furprifing if one 
or two thoufiind Europeans {houid eafily difcomfit 
thirty thoufand Indians. And all the heroifm of a 
Cyrus, or an Alexander, in gaining fuch difpropor- 
tioned 
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tioned victories, will no longer be the fubjed of ad- 
miration. 

A viSory fo eafily acquired by a foreign enemy, 
foon rendered the Viceroy of Bengal contemptible to 
his fubjeiSs at home. His prefent cowardice render- 
ed him defpicable ; his former infolence and cruelty 
odious. A confpiracy was projected againft him by 
Alikan, his prime minifter, and the Engliih having 
private intimations of the defign, refolved to feize the 
opportunity of feconding it with all their endeavours. 
Accordingly Colonel Clive marched forward, roo!i: 
the town of Cutwa in his march, and foon came u ) 
with the Viceroy's army ; and, after a fhort conteft, 
put the whole to flight, with terrible flaughter. AH-> 
kan, who had firft incited his maftcr tothis under- 
taking, had hitherto concealed his attachments, either 
through fear or perfidy } but, after this vi<^ry, heopen^ 
lyefpoufed thecaufe of the Englifh, and was therefore 
folemnly proclaimed Viceroy of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriza, in the room of of the former V iceroy who waa 
as folemnly depofed, and foon after put to death by 
his fuccefibr. The new Viceroy was not infenfible 
of the gratitude he owed the Englifli, for their af- 
iiftance in his promotion. He granted libe;;|ly alt^^ 
their demands, fatisfied them even to the moil ex- 
tended wilh of avarice, and took .every method to 
demonftrate his pride in their alliance. 

Yet not the Indians alone, but the French alfo, 
fubmitted to-Colonel Clive's affid'uity and courage, 
feconded by the endeavours of the Admirals Watlbit 
and Pococlc. Chadenagore,:a French fenlement ' 
higher up the river t^ian Calcatta, of great ftrength, 
^id the . itioft important of any poflei&l- by that na- 
Von in the bay of 3pngal, fubmitted to the Englifh. 
arms. The goods and money found in the place 
were confiderable ; but the chief damage the French 
fuftained was, in the ruin of their head fettlement 
on (be Ganges^ by wbich theyjuul long divided the 
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commerce of this pan of India. Thus, in one cam* 
paign, the Englilh in feme mcafure, became pofief- 
ibrs of an immeofe trad of country, fuperior in 
wealth, fertility, extent, and number of inhabitants, 
to many 4>f Europe. Above two millions fterlin| 
Nirere paid to the company and fufferers at Calcutta ; 
the foldicrs and feamen fliared (ix hundred thoufand 
^unds, and the Eneliih forces became too formid- 
mble for refiftance. Yet, perhaps, this remote power 
will, one day, either ferve to drain from the mother- 
country all its ufeful hands, or oiir vx£^ories will ferve 
^o teach the native barbarians to avail themfelves of 
their numbers, and, by being frequently defeated, 
they will, at laft, learn to conquer. 

The fuccefs of the Endilh was not a little alarm- 
ing to the French miniftry at home; and it is be- 
lieved that even t|^e Dutch themfelves entertained 
iome jealoufy of their growing greatnefs. A confi- 
derable reinforcement was therefore fent from France, 
under the command of General Lally, an Iriihman, 
who was reckoned one of the braveft, yet mod 
whimfical men in the French fervtce. He had been, 
from his earlieft years, bred a foldier of fortune, and 
carried the military fpirit of honour to its utmoft li- 
mits. Under his guidance the French affairs Teem- 
ed, for fome time, to wear a better face ; he took 
fort St. David's, plundered a town belonging to the 
Kingof Tanjour, in alliance with the Englifb, and 
after laid fiege to his capital. Failing in his deiign 
upon this city, he entered the province of Arcot, 
and prepared for laying fiege to Madrafs, the chief 
fettlement of our company, upon the coaft of Coro- 
mandel. In the fiege of this important fortrcfs, a 
greater variety of difficulties prefented than he had 
expelled. The artillery of the garrifbn was well ma- 
naged, while, on the other fide, the French aded 
with the utmofl timidity ; it was in vam that their 
eommaadcr exhoried them U> proceed, though a 
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breach was made, and lay open for fifteen days, 
no one of them dared to venture to the afllult. Be- 
lides this, they were ill fupplied with provifions j and 
the arrivsd of a reinforcement in the garrifon foon 
after, ferved to hanifli all hopes of fucceft. After a 
briflc fire they raifed the fiege ; and this mifcarriagefo 
intirely depreffed the ardour of the enemy, that they 
appeared quite difpirited in almoft every enfuing en- 
gagement. Jn this manryer, therefore, their affairs 
went on declining, not lefs by land than by fea. 
There were feveral engagements between the two 
fleets, in which the French, though fuperior in 
number of (liips and men^ always declined a decifive 
engagement. 

out the French were not the on!y enemies tht 
Englifli had to fear in this part of the world ; the 
jealoufy of the Dutch was excited by our repeated 
fuccefs, and the late extenfion of our power- As 
this difpute, however trifling it may feem, may, one 
day, be of greater confequence than it appears at pre- 
fent, I {hall be more particular in my reration of it. 

Under a pretence of reinforcing their garrifons in 
Bengal, the Dutch equipped an armament of feven 
(hips, which was ordered to fail up the Ganges, and 
render their fort at a place called Chincura fo for- 
midable as to be able to bid defiance to the power of 
Britain, and thus fecure to themfelves the trade for 
falt-petre, which this place afforded. This defig>i, 
however. Colonel Clive thought incumbent on him, 
if poffible, to defeat; and fending the Dutch com« 
mander a letter, he informed him that he could not 
permit his landing, and marching forces to Chincura, 
To this meifage the Dutchman replied, that he had 
no fuch defigns as were imputed to him ; and he only 
requefted liberty to land his troops to refrefh them, 
which was readily granted. He madethefe conceiSons, 
however, only till he knew that the {hips which were 
to fecond bis operations, were^ome up the river, and 
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then, throwing off the mafk, he began his march {(^ 
Chincura, and took feveral fmall veflels belonging 
to the Englifli, to retaliate for the affront he pre- 
tended to have fuftained in bein^ denied permiifioo 
to proceed. Whether, upon this occafion the Cal- 
cutta Indiaman was fent out to interrupt their pro- 
grefs, or was only purfuing its way homeward, is 
not clearly known ; but certain it is, that the Dutch 
commander threatened to fink it, if it prefumed to 
pafs him. The Engliih captain feeing them point 
their guns, as if they really refolved to put their 
threats in execution, returned to Calcutta, where 
two other India {hips lay at anchor, and reported 
his adventure to Colonel Clive, who inftantly or- 
dered the three Indiamen to prepare for battle. The 
Dutch fleet were not remife in advancing to meet 
them. After a few broadfidcs, however, the Dutch 
Commodore ftruck, and the reft of his fleet followed 
the example. The viSory being thus obtained without 
any lofs to theEnglifli, Captain Wilfon, who com- 
manded in the expedition, took pofleffion of the prize? 
which had greatly fuffered, and the crews were fent 
prifoners to the Englifh fort. In the mean time their 
land forces, which amounted to eleven hundred men, 
were totally defeated by Colonel Ford, fent upon 
that duty by Clive A confiderable part were killed^ 
and the reft were made prifoners of war. During 
this conteft^ the Nabob preferved a fufpicious neu- 
trality, ready> as it fhould feem, to join with the 
conquerors. Fortune, however, no looner deter- 
mined in favour of the Englifh, than he offered them 
his fervices, and profefled himfelf ready to demolish 
the Dutch fortification of Chincura. This contcft 
was reprefented in very different lights to the re- 
fpeftive governments at home j the Dutch de- 
claimed againft the Englifh, oppreffing all who at- 
tempted to trade in the Indies 5 while the Englifh, 
Qn the other band^ reminded the Dutch of their 

Waver 
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former cruelties, and of their defire of gain, even at 
the expence of every moral obligation. Hov^rever,' 
foon after a negotiation enfued j the Dutch wifelv 
gave way to a power they were unable to withftana. 
A treaty was concluded, and peace was reftored, 
feemingly to the fatisfa£Hon of both parties. Such is. 
the prefent fituation of this conteft, which, proba-^ 
bly, contains the feeds of future diflenfioa. The 
Dutch will, upon all occafions, think it allowable ta 
increafe their power in India to whatever pitch 
they think proper ^ and the Englifh will ever find it 
their intereft to repel them. It may thus happen, 
that the amity of the two powers in Europe will 
not be fufficient to preferve unanimity in fo di(lai>t a 
part of the world. In this manner, while Great 
Britain puts an end to one war, ibe often lays the 
foundation for another j for, extended Empire ever 
produces an increafing neceflity of defence. 

Our fuccefs againft the French on the coaff of 
Coromandel was not lefs confpicuous; our troops 
were headed by Colonel Coote, a native of Ireland, 
a man of prudence and bravery ; he marched againft 
General Lally, took the city of Wandewafh jn his. 
way, reduced Carangoly, a fortrefs commanded by 
Colonel O Kenedy j and, at length, came up with 
the French General, who was equally defirous of the 
engagement. It is remarkable enough, that the 
commanders, on either fide, were countrymen j but 
this did not, in the leaft, abate their attachment to 
the different crowns they ferved. in the morning 
early the French advanced within three-quarters of 
a mile of the Englifh line, and the cannonading be- 
gan with great fury on both fides j the engagemerit 
continued with much obftinacy till about two in the 
afternoon, when the French gave way, and fled to- 
wards their camp ; which, however, they as quickly 
abandoned, and left their cannon, and the field of 
battle^ to the conquerors. Their lofing the city of 
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Arcot was the conrcquencc of this vidory ; and no- 
thing no\¥ remained to them of all their vaft polTcf- 
fions in India but Pondicherry, their flrongeft, 
targeft, and moft beautiful fettlement. This capital 
of the French Indian power, in the days of its prof- 
perity, exceeded all other European fettlements 
there, in trade, opulence, and fplendor; and was. 
fiill the repofitory of all the French wealth, which 
remained after repeated defeats. As foon as the 
fortreflcs adjacent to this important place were redu- 
ce J, Colonel Cootefat down before it, refolvcd upon 
the blockade by land, while Admiral Stevens (hut 
up their harbour by fea. A regular (lege was, at 
that time, impradicable j from the periodical rains 
which in that climate were foon expcAed to ob- 
ftrucl fuch operations. Thefe difadvantages were 
even fu(ficient to reprefs any attempts whatfoeveri 
but, notwithftanding the inclemency of the climate, 
the £ng)i(h commander continued before the place 
for full feven months. Neither rains nor dorms, 
were, in the leaft, able to abate their afltduityi 
they continued the fiege, and prcSed the garrifon 
in fuch a manner that they were reduced to the 
moft extreme diftrefs. Lally, however, was re- 
folutely bent on fufFering every calamity rather than 
yield this laftftake of French power in India, though 
his foldiers were obliged to feed on dogs and cats, 
and even bought fuch wretched providons extremely 
dear, (eight crowns having been given for the flc(h 
of a dog) yet ftill he determined to hold out. In the 
midft of this diftrefs, fortune feemed to give an oppor- 
tunity of relief, had it been profxrly feconded. Jn the 
beginning of January one of thofe terrible ftorms 
which are common in thofe climates, but of whofe 
violence we can have butlittle idea in Europe, wreck- 
ed a large part of the Englifh fleet that was block- 
ing up the harbout of I'ondicberry. This was a blow 

which 
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wbich once more elevated the hopes of the defpairing 
garrifon. The Governor now flattered himfelf with 
the hope of being fupplied with provifions ; and^ 
once more- animated his foldiers, long funk hj 
difeafe, famine, fatigue, and uninterrupted adverfity. 
He immediately wrote to one of the French refidents 
at a Dutch fettiement for inftant affiftance ; his eager 
impatience appears in the letter he fent. Thi Englljh 
fquadron is no mon^ Sir. Of the iwelvijhips they had in 
0ur ready feven are loft^ crews and all 5 the ether four dif 
4najled^ and no more than one frigate bath ef coped — lofi 
not an inftant in fending boats after boats loaded with rictm 
^^Thejaving of Pondicherry Intth been in your power onc$ 
already ; this opportunity negleSfed^ the fault will be aU 
yours. Offer great rewards, — In four days lexpe&fevm* 
teen thoufandMorattoes.^^InJhort^ rifqkeally attempt all^ 
: force ally and fend usfome rice^Jhould it be but half a gar fi: 
fit a time. 1 his fingular letter, however, was inter* 
xepted ; and, in lefs than four days, he had the mori> 
tincation to behold Admiral Stevens again appearing 
in the harbour, who had repaired his lolTes with all 
poflible celerity ; and the blockade now became a» 
complete as ever. Still, however, he made no pro-« 
pofal to furrender ; while the (lege was carried on by 
his countryman with redoubled alacrity; anil, Kt 
length, he found his troops half confUmed with fa- 
tigue and famine, a breach made in the rampart, and 
not more than one day*s provifion of any kind remain^ 
ing. He was now reduced. to an extremity that 
would admit of no heftration \ a ftgnal was therefore 
made to ceaie hoftilities ; the principal of the Jefuits, 
together with two civilians, came out, and offered 
terms of capitulation. Laily, however, could not 
be I re vailed upon to offer any tcrm^j he fent a pa*k 
per, filled with reproaches, againftthe Englifli^ to 
Colonel Cootc> and alledged, that tee would not 
treat with an enemy upon the honourable tetms of 
'Wsu-, who had already forfe\ltd\vv^\vWiQ>w\tvSs.Ni^i- 
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lal inftances. He therefore fuiFered the Englifli 
troops to take pofTeilion of the place, but refufed to 
furrcnder it in the ufual forms. This conqueft ter- 
minated the power of France in India ; the whole 
frade of thatvaft peninfula, from the Indus to the 
Ganges, became our own. The princes of the coun- 
Wj knew the' Engl iih force, and learned to fear it. 
£ince that time nothing confiderable has been done 
ggainft us. Our Eaft- India poiripany have become 
|he arbiters of Empire. The Mogul himfelf hag 
i)een defeated, and taken prifoner. The Britifh Em- 
pire begins to vie even with that of ancient Rome; 
^he extent of its dominions on land is as wide, and 
its force at fea is infinitely greater. Happy if we 
know when to bound our fuccefles ; liappy if we 
can diftinguifh4>etween viSories and advantages ; if 
we can be convinced that when a nation ihines 
brighteft with conqueft, it may then, like a wafting; 
Xaper, be only battening to decay. 
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. V iSory, which thus firft dawned upon us, from 
the Eaft, feemed to extend even to Europe ind 
i^merica. But fome fteps led to thefe fuccefTes 
which had been longwi(hed for; and, at length, 
were effefted. The affairs of war were direfted by a 
miniftry which feemed utterly unequal to the 
weight and importance of fuch a charge; they 
were but feebly h^ld together among each other, and 
-glamoured againft by the united voice of the people. 
It had long been their method to rule by party ; and, 
furrounding the throne, it was faid, they attempted 
only to fill the royal ear with whatever fuggeflions 
they thought moft to iWvt \uv«^&^,. '^^^ya. ^a^ 
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new meafure was propofcd, which could not receive 
their approbation ; or any new member was introdu* 
ced into government, whom they did not nominate, 
it was their method to throw up their places with*i 
fecret view of refuming them with greater luftre. 
Thus all hope of preferment was to be expe£ied only 
from them ; public favours were conferred only for 
private fcrvices ; they were thought to govern in the 
fenate and in the field ; the ftrength of the crown was 
a(9ually declining ; that of the people was fcarceany 
more, while ariftocracy filled up every avenue to the 
throne with pride, ignorance, and faction. 

The ftate of the King and nation, at that time^ 
was truly deplorable; the defeat of Braddock in Amc« 
j-ica I the lofs of Ofwego ; the delay of armaments ; 
the abfurd deftination of fleets and armies, all ferved 
to reduce the people almoft to a ftate of defperation^ 
^nd brought addre|Ies to the King from every part 
of the kingdom. The general .voice was, at lengthy 
too loud not to reach the throne ; and the miniftry 
were, at length, obliged to admit fome men into a 
ihare of the government, whofe talents and inte- 
grity might, in fome meafure, counterbalance their 
own dencience. At the head of thefe newly in*' 
troduced were Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge ; the for- 
mer of thefe was appointed Secretary of State, the 
other Chancellor of the Exchequer, To draw the 
pharaders of men ftill living, would neceflarily Tub* 
]tOi me to the imputation of adulation or fatyr ; it is 
enough to (ay, that the people had high expe^ations 
from their abilities ; and, in the end, they were not 
difappointed. 

The pleafure of the nation, however, was but of 
fhort continuance ; ^ miniftry compofed of fuch jar^ 
ring principles could not long continue united, being 
conftituted of perfons efpoufing diiFerent meafures^ 
and adluated by different 'motives. The old tundo 
courted the Sovereign'^ favour V>^ ^tvt ^ttxwaR^ •*^ii' 



Ilf>. 

J 



power' Afew months, (A. D, I758.jthen 
Xir. Pitt had been put into office, he was 
refigii the feals, bv his Majelly's co;nii 
Mr. Legge was difmifl'ed from being Chs 
the Exchequer, The old minittry noi 
themfclves leciire in the unmolefted pc 
former power; but rhij very ftep which 
for their own reciirity turned out to then 
tunatc as thore they planned for the publii 
fuccefsful. The whole nation ftemed to rif 
nan in vindication of that part of the mi 
was lately excluded. And the King, 
thoughTpropertocomplywi:hchcgcneraIf< 
Mr. ritt and Mr. Legge were again refto 
train of fuccefles foon began to dignify th( 
For ibme time, hoArever^the meafuresj 
the former miniftry were purfued in Am< 
though the Englifii were fuperior to the < 
ftiil they felt alt the inconvenience of irreft 
cth and ill-planned operations. Our v 
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pride, avarice, or incapacity of thofe fcnt oyer to 
command them. General Shirley, who was appoint- 
ed to that command, had been ./u per feded by Lord 
Loudon ; and this nobleipan foon after returning to 
England, thrte feveral commanders were put at tho 
^lead of feparate operations : the moft important be- 
ing that defigned again ft Cape Breton, was com- 
manded by General Amheift. The tal&ing pofieflion 
of this ifland, and its fortrefs, was a conqueft great- 
ly wifhed by all our colonies, as it had always been 
a convenient haibour to the enemy, which, from 
thence annoyed our trade wich impunity. It was 
alfo a convenient fituation for carrying on ^thcir 
iiihery ; a branch of commerce of the utmoft bene- 
fit to the French nation. The fortrefs of Louifburg 
was ftrengthened with all the ailiftance of art ; the 
garrifon was numerous ; the commander vigilant; 
and every precaution taken to prevent a defctnt. An 
account of the operations of a fiege is tedious ; be. 
ic fufficicnt to fay, that the tnglifli furmounted every 
obftacle with the moft ^mazing intrepidity ; their 
former timidity feemed now converted into pcrfevcr- 
ing refolution ; the place was furrendered by capitu- 
lation'; and our troops, long ufed to difapppintmenc 
and repulfe, began to boaft of victory in their turn. 
Two other operations were carried on in America 
at the fame time, the one under General Abercrom- 
bic, againft Crown Point and Ticonderaco ; the 
other, more to the fouthward, againft ton Da 
Qnefne; the latter expedition was fuccefsful ; but 
that againft Crown Point and Ticpndcrago was at- 
ti'nded with thecuftomary bad fortune. This was now 
the fccond time that the Englifti army had attempted 
to penetrate into thofe hideous wilds by which na- 
ture had fecurcd the French encroachments in that 
remote part of America ; Braddock fell in the 
attempt ; his raflinefs contributed to his defeat; and 
too-much caution, perhaps, was the feul^^Vi\%i>4s^. 
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ceflbr. Much time was fpent in marching to the 
place of adlion ; and the enemy were thus perfectly 
prepared to give the Englifli troops a warm reception. 
They were found intrenched under the fort of Ti- 
conderago, behind a breaft-work raifed eight feet 
high, and ftill farther fecured by felled trees, with 
their branches pointing outwards. . Thefe difficul- 
ties, however, the EngliCb attempted to furmount \ 
but as the enemy being fecure ihemfelves, took aim 
at leifure ; a terrible carnage of the aflailants enfued, 
and the General, after repeated efforts, was obliged 
to order a retreat. The Englifh army, however, was 
ftill fuperior to that of the enemy, and might, it was 
fuppofed, have gone onward with fuccefs, if fupport- 
cdby their artillery, which had not yet arrived ; but 
the General felt, too fenfibly, the terrors of the late 
defeat, to remain in the vicinity of a viSorious ene- 
my ; he therefore reimbarked his troops, and returned 
to his camp at Lake George, from whence he had 
taken his departure. 

The fuccefs of this campaign, however, was, upon 
the whole, greatly in favour of the Englifh. The 
taking of fort Du Q^iefne ferved to remove from our 
colonies the terror of the incurfions of the barbarians, 
and interrupted that continued correfpondcnce, which 
by a chain of forts, one part of the French fettle- 
ments had with the other. The miniflry too dif- 
covered a fpirit of vigorous refolution hitherto un- 
known, in this part of the world j and the next 
campaign promifed more brilliant fuccefTes. 

Accordinglj- in the opening of the next ftffion, 
[ A .D. 1 759.] the miniftry feemed (enfible that a fmglc 
effortcarried in fuch wide extended dominions, would 
never bring the enemy into fubjeftion ; it was there- 
fore refolved to attack them in feveral difFerent pans 
of this extenfive Empire at once. It was therefore pro- 
pofed to attack the French in all their places of flrengih 
at the /ame time* Prepw«LUQu% Y^^l^vi^^\^^xv^^xs^JA^^ 
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and expeditions went forward againft three different 
parts of the northern continent of America. Gene- 
ral Anr^herft, commander in chief, with a body of 
twelve thoufand men, was to attack Crown Point 
that had hitherto been the reproach of the Englifh 
army. General Wolfe was, at the oppofite quarter, 
to enter the river St. Lawrence, and undertake the 
fiegc of Quebec, the capital of the French dominions 
in this part of the world, while General Prideaux and 
Sir William Johnfon were to attempt a fort near the 
cataraS of Niagara. This laft expedition was the firft 
that was fuccefeful. The fort of Niagara was a place 
of great importance, and ferved to command all the 
communication between the northern and weftern^ 
French fettlements. The fiege was foon commenced 
by the £ngli(b, but General Prideaux was killed ijn 
the trenches by the burfting of a cohorn ; fo that the 
. whole fuccefs of the expedition fell te General John- 
fon, and his good fortune. He omitted nothing to . 
promote the vigorous meafures of his predeceffor, but 
added all his own popularity. The "French knew the 
importance of this fort, and attempted to relieve it. 
Johnfon attacked them with his ufual intrepidity and 
fuccefs ; in lefs than an hour their whole army was 
put to the route, and the garrifon, beholding the de-* 
feat of their countrymen, furrendered prifoners df 
war. Nor was General Amherft lefs fuccefsful, 
though, without meeting an enemy, in his march 
to Crown Point, he found both that fort and Ticori- 
derago deferted and deftroyed. There now, there- 
fore, remained but one grand and decifive blow to 
put all North America in pofleffion of the Engliih, 
This was the taking of Quebec, a city handfomely 
built, populous, and flourifhlng. Admiral Saunders 
commanded the naval part of the expedition ; that by 
land was committed to the conduct of General Wolfe.' 
This young foldier, who was not yet thirty-five, had 
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diftinguiflied himfelf on many former occafions, par- 
ticularly in the ficge of Louifburg, a part of the 
fucccfs of which was juftly afcnbcd to him, who, 
irithout being indebted tofamily or connexions, had 
raifcd himfelf by merit to his prefent command. The 
war in this part of the world had hitherto been car- 
ried on with extreme barbarity. Wolfe, however, dif- 
dained thefe bafe proceedings, and carried on all the 
terrors of war with the humanity of^ a truly civilized' 
European. A defcription of the liegc of thid city may 
inftruft a foldier, but can fcarcely inform a citizen ; 
be it fufficient to obferve, that its begining appeared 
extremely unpromifing to the befiegers ; and repeated 
repulfes even ferved to abate the hopes of the com- 
mander. Ikn9W^ faid he, that the affairs tf Gnat 
Britain require the moft vigorous meafures ; hut thititht 
eourage of an handful ef brave menJhouUke exerted onlf 
where there isfome h^pe of a favourable event, Ji prt" 
Jint the difficulties are fo various that I amata lofs how 
to determine. However, he refolved, though now 
finking under fatigue and ficknefs, to make one vi- 
gorous attempt before he gave up all ; and accord- 
ingly, in the night, part of his troops with great 
difficulty made themfelves mafters of an hill that 
commanded the town. A battle enfued ; Montcalm, 
the French commander, refnlved not to furvive the 
defeat of his country. Wolfe, on the other fide, re- 
folved toconqucr or die. Both commanders had their 
wifti ; both fell ; but the Englifti were vi4S)orious. 
The circumftanccs attending the death of Wolfe 
ferved to give an example like that of the noble The- 
ban. He, in the beginning of the engagement, re- 
ceived a wound in the hand, which he difTembled, 
wrapping it round with his handkerchief, to (top 
the tiFulion of blood ; he advanced with uncon- 
cern : a fecond ball, was more fatal ; it pierced his 
htti^it^ io that| unable to proceed, he leaned on the 
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Oloulder of a foldier who was near him. No«r» 
ftruggling in the agonies of death, and juft depart- 
ing, he heard a voice cry, ihej run ; he feemed to 
revive a moment at the found, and a&ing who raa^ 
was informed Che Fremh^ expreflkig his wonder that- 
they ran fo foon, and unable to gaze any fongerj _he 
funk on the foyier's breaft, and his laft words werc^^ 
/ die happy. Perhaps the lofs of fuch a oian was 
greater to the nation than the conquering of all Ca- 
nada was advantageous J but it is the misfortune of 
humanity, that we can never know true greatneft till 
that moment when we are going to lofe it# 

The furrender of the city was the confequence dl 
this vidory, and, with it, the total ceffion of all 
Canada* 1 he French, it is truej made, in the en*- 
fuing feafon, a vigorous effort to retake \X\ but, by 
the good condu(^ of our Governor, the town he^ 
out till lelieved by an £ngli& fleet, under the coda- 
mand of Lord Colville* Thus did this campaign 
make ample reparation for all the lodes that had been 
hitherto fuilained by the Engliih. The French bad 
now no force capable of making any refiftance; they 
held out the war now, not with hopes of vi£k>ry, but 
honourable capitulation ; one place after another was 
invaded; Montreal, at laft, furrendered; a^d, in a 
Ihort time, a country, which their own writer^ have 
reprefented, as being more extenflve than the Roman 
Empire, fell totally under the power of his Britannic 
Majefty. 

How far the extending dominion tends to the in- 
creaflng the ftrength][of a aation, is an objedl worthy 
coniideration. The fplendour of yi^Siory mould never 
dazzle the eye of reafon. No people ever could call 
their country powerful, if it were not populous. For 
political force depends upon the fmall frontier to 
be defended i and the vicinity of an army to vttxy 
place to be invaded \ but extended Empire takes * 
away both thefe advantages, and^ V^Iq^^ \!KNi^ ^^c^^x^^ 



»4* The History of Englan d, 

cm traverfe half his proper territories, his county 
fnay have already felt all the horrors of invafion. 
Whatever joy therefore our country might have felt 
at thefe immenfe acquifitions of remote territory, 
I own it gives me no very pleafing profped. The 
manufaAures, the trade, and the riches of thefe di- 
ftant countries, can never recompence for the conti- 
nual drain of ufeful and induftrious fubjeds, that 
mufi: be derived from the mother country to people 
them. Wherever the lower fort of people in any 
kingdom can fly fr^m labour, they will be ready to 
go i yet, upon the induftry, and the valour of thefe 
alone, every kingdom muft hope for fecurity. Not 
the effeminate, and the luxurious, can defend their 
country in the day of battle ; they may increafe ti- 
midity by their example, but opulence can never 
give true relief. The Spaniards and the Porfbguefe 
were much more powerful before they divided their 
ilrength into all the torrid climates of Southern 
America. The ftate thus got riches, but loil men ; 
they had gold, but could not regain induftry. Thus 
are their nations now incapable of defending them- 
fclves againft powerful foreign invafion. The im- 
menfe wealth of the Indies that every year comes 
home to their ports goes to enrich a few ; their fub- 
]e£ls are either in the extremes of wealth or poverty; 
the rich have only flaves beneath them^ who hate 
thofe for whom they muft labour ; the poor have no 
acquifitions nor property, to defend; fo that their 
armies are compofed either of wretches prefTed into 
the fervice, who only feek for opportunities not to 
light, but to fly; or of men, rich and noble, courageous 
from pride, yet weak from luxury. Such is nor, as 
yet, the cafe of England, nor will ever be, if apaffion 
tbr CQnqueft is not miftaken for national profperity. 
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LETTER LXVIf. 

X he fuccefs of our arms in America was atchieved 
by moderate efforts ; on the contrary, in Europe 
the efforts we made, and the operations of our great 
ally the King of Pruffia were aftonifhing, yet pro- 
duced no v^ry figna) effeds. Safety was all that 
could be expedted ; and this was fecured contrary to 
all human expectation. You have juft feen that Mo- 
narch furrounded by enemies ; the greateft and moft 
formidable powers of Europe ; you have feen almoft 
the whole power of the continent united againft, and 
hovering over, his devoted dominions ; and the only 
allies that remained to him bound by treaty to retire^ 
and give him no ailiftance. In this terrible fitua- 
tion he ftill adhered to his fortitude, and relying on 
his natural fubjefts alone, refolved never to abandon 
bis claims. Such was the defperate condition of his 
affairs ; yet they were ftili rendered more hopelefs, 
when he was informed that his only friend, the Mo- 
narch of that generous people which had hitherto 
fupplied him with money and ftores, was going to for- 
fake him, and leave him^ to irremediable ruin. It was 
thus he expoflulated with the doubting Monarch 
upon this occafion : h it poJfibU that your Majefly 
can have fo little fortitude and conjlancy^ as to be dif-^ 
pirited by a fmall r ever fe of fortune. Are our affatrs 
Jo ruinous that they cannot be repaired? Conjiderthe ffep. 
you have made me undertake^ and remember you dre the 
caufe of all my misfortunes. I fhould never have abandoned 
my former alliances but for your flattering ajfurances, Id9 
not now repent of the treaty concluded between us ; but I m- 
treat you will not inglorioufly leave me at the mercy ojmy 
enemies y after having brought upon me all the powers of 
Europe, The French and Imperialifts after a fuccefs- 
ful fummer campaign, were, at this time, which wai 
the depth of winter, fet down to the fiege of Leipfic. 
His PiuSisin MycQy dreaded tVicc^^Vatt. q\ >5cw\^\wi- 
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portant city* and ioon, unexpectedly, feemed to rife up 
before it. Such was the terror of his arms, even viq. 
Iduifhed as he had been, that his approach raifeJ the 
fiege, and the French, though fuperior in number, re- 
treated. He at length, overtook them at a vil- 
lage called Rofbach, and gained fo complete a vic- 
tory, that night alone, faved their whole army from 
deftrudtion. The Auflriana were, in another part cf 
the Empire, ftill viSorious, and had taken the Prince 
of Bevern, his generaliffimo, prifoner. The King, 
lafter a dreadful march of two hundred miles, in the 
depth of winter, came up with them near Breflau, 
difpofed his inferior forces with his ufual judgment, 
and obtained another bloody vifioqr, in which he 
took not lefs than fifteen thoufand prifoncrs. fiieflau, 
with a garrifon of ten thoufand men« funendercd fgun 
after. Thefe fuccefies defpirited the cnemey, and 
iraifed his allies to new hopes. 

After the capitulation of Clofier-Severn was (ign- 
ed, between the Duke of Cumberland and the Duke 
of Richelieu, both (ides began to complain of in- 
fractions. The Hanoverians accufed the rapacity 
of the French General, and the infolent brutality oif 
his foldiers ; while the French retorted the charge of 
infurrefiion againfl them, and began to think of treat- 
ing as a conquered enemy thofe whom they had only 
bound by treaty as neutrels. Treaties have never 
been preferved longer than intereft or compulfion 
bound them ; political faith is a word without mean- 
ing ; the French opprefTed the Hanoverians ; the lat- 
ter refumed their arms ; and each fide complained, as 
ufual, of infraiSlion. A General was not long want- 
ing to afTemble the collecting army. Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwic put (limfelf at their head, began 
by (kirmifhing with fuccefs; and, at laft, they were 
in a capacity of becoming formidable to their late vic- 
tors. From this time the King of Pruffia fought the 
tMttiY upon QXOic e(\ua!L vcAxa i^%XLn:^^\\^^v^^Nido< 
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rious, fometiraes rejyulfcdi but ever adiveand formU' 
dable. To name his vi£lorie3> the towns he took, the 
dangers he cfcaped, and theloiTes he fuflPered, would 
take up more time than I would chufe to grant to 
fuch accounts, or you (hould beftow. Never was 
the art of war carried to fuch a pitch as by him. In' 
this war Europe faw with aftonifhment, campaigns 
carried on in the midft of winter; gr^at and bloody 
battles fought, yet producing no viflble advantage* 
to the vidors. At no time, (ince the days of heroifm, 
were fuch numbers deftroyed, fo many towns taken^ 
fo many (kirmiibes fought, fuch ftratagems prac- 
tifed, or fuch intrepidity (hewn. Armies now were 
confidered as compofmg one Angle machine, direded 
by the General, and animated with one will. From 
the commentary of thefe campaigns, fucceeding Ge-* 
nerals will take their lefTons for devaftation, and im« 
prove in the arts of increafing human calamity. 

England was, all this time, happily retired from 
the calamities which drenched the reft of Europe in 
blood ; yet, from her natural military eagernefs, (he 
feemed deiirous of (baring thofe dangers of which ' 
ftie was only a fpe£tator. This paffion for carrying 
on a continental war, was not lefs pleafing to the 
Monarch from his native attachments, than to the 
people from their natural propenfity to arms. As 
foon as it was known that Prince Ferdinand had put 
himfelf at the head of the Hanoverian army, hit 
Britannic Majefty, in a fpeech at the opening of the 
fe(fion of parliament, obferved, that the late fuccefica 
in Germany had given an happy turn to his diSArs^ 
whith it would be neceiTary to improve* The com- 
mons therefore granted libeYal fupplies both for the 
fervice of the King of Pr^iffia, and for enabling the 
army formed in the £1e£lorate of Hanover, to z6t 
vigorouflv in conjunction with him. Soon after it 
VfAi conndered, that men would be a moie grateful 
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fupply- than mooej. The minifler who hid £rft 
come into power ind popularityy by oppofing fuch 
meafures, was now prevailed upon to enter into them 
with even greater ardour than any of his predccciEMi. 
The hopes of putting a fpeedy end to the war, by' 
vigorous meafures, his connexions, and, perhsp^ 
the, pleafure he found in gtviag his Majefty pleafurci 
incited him eagerly into a continental war. It is 
certain, no minifler could (nore powerful]]^ fecond a 
warlike Monarch's intentions ; that fpirit of enter« 
prtze which bad, in a meafure, taken birth with bit 
adminiftration began to overpower all obftacles. The 
paiSon for military honour feemed difPufed through 
adl ranks of people ; and it only wanted a channel m 
which to flow. In-order to indulge this general in- 
clination, the Duke of Marlborough was fent into 
Germany with a fmall body of Britifh forces to affift 
Prince Ferdinand, where tbey behaved with braverji 
and confpired in promoting that P/ince's fuccefTcs. 
Each viSory they gained, however, only ferved as a 
piretext to call over new forces from Britain, while 
the Englifh Minifiry were taught to believe that 
every laft battle would be decifive. The battle of 
Crevelt was fought, in which the Hanoverians and 
£ngli{h had the advantage ; but it produced no ef- 
fect. .The vidory of Minden followed ; but laurels 
feemed all that England reaped from the conquered 
field. After thefe two viiStories it was fuppofed, 
that one reinforcement more of Britifh trcops would 
terminate the war in our favour j a reinforcement 
uas therefore fent. The Britilh army in Germany 
now amounted to above thirty ihoufand men, yet 
no advantage of any confequence was the rclult of 
this formidable afTiAance. War was the trade of 
fome Generals, and, it muff be allowed, a gainful trade 
it was. Let me therefore htrc again, pafs over this 
continued repetition of marchings, skirmifbe^, and 

tea- 



,Ih a Series ofh^^^t'KSi ' ^47 

tfcncounters, nor load the page with names of Ger- 
man Generals, too difHculc to be pronounce^ by an 
Englifh tongue, and equally grating to a patriot ear. 
The viftories of either fide might, in faft, be cpn- 
ftdered as a compad): by which fomething was to be 
loft on either fide, and no advantage to be acquired. 
The Englifii, at length, began to open their eyes to 
their own intereft ; nor could all the fplendoufs of 
YiAory fo far blind them, as not to fee that they 
were waging unequal war, and afTuming new loads 
of taxes fpr conquefts they could neither preferve 
nor enjoy. Such were the growing difcontents of 
the people, when the King,, who had infpired thefe 
meafures, unexpe<3edly died. On |;he twenty-fifth 
4ay of Odober, iy6o, George II, without any pre- 
vious diforder, was found by his domeftic fervants, 
expiring in his chamber. He had arifen at his ufual 
hour and obferved to. his attendants, that as the 
weather wa3 fine, he would walk out* In a few mi* 
nutes after thi$, being left alone, he was heard to fail 
down upon the floor. .The noife of his fall brought 
his attendants into the rooin, who lifted him into bed^ 
where he defired, in a faint voice, that the Princefs 
Amelia might be fent for; but before her arrival 
he expired, in the 77th year of his age, and the 33d 
of his reign, in the mid ft of victory; an4» at that 
very period, when the univerfal enthufiafni of cpn- 
queft began to fubiide into more fober reflexions. If 
any Monarch was happy in the peculiar mode and 
time of his death, it was he. The factions which had 
been nurfing in his reign, had not yet come to matu- 
rity ; and all their virulence threatened to fall upon 
his fucceflbr. He was himfelf of no (bining abilities ; 
and, confequently, while he was fufFered to guide 
his, German dominions, he entrufted the care of 
Britain to his minifters at home. However, as we 
ftand too near this Monarch to view his real charac- 
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ter without partiality, take the followiifg chara£ter8 
cf him, by twt> writers of oppofite fentimcnts. 

'* As tathe extent of his uaderftanding, (faysone) 
V or the ^lendour of bis virtue, we rather wi(h for 
^* opportunities of praifing, than undertake the taflc 
^^'ourfelves. His public charaAer was marked with 
** a prediledion for his native country, to wich he 
^* facrtlKced all other motives." , 

On the other hand, fays his panegyrift, ^ On 
^'whatever fide we look upon 'his charader, we 
*' ihall find ample matter for juft and unfufpeded 
*' praife. None of his predeceflbrs in the throne of 
*^ England lived to (o great an age, or enjoyed 
**' longer ft^icityi His fiibje^ were ftill improving 
^* uoxler hiin in commerce 'and ait8<s and his own 
*^ CBconomy fet a prudent example to the natiop, 
** which, however, they did not follow* He waS| 
** in his temper, fudden and violent $ but this, 
^* though it influenced his behaviour, made no 
** change in his condu£^, which was generally guid- 
^^ ed by reaibn. He was plain and direA in his in- 
^' tehtions, true to his word, fteady in his favour 
*' and protection to his fervants; nor parting even 
^^ with his miniders till compelled to it by the vio- 
<* lence of faction. In /hort, thrpugh the whole of 
** life he appeared rather to live for the cultivation 
*^ of ufeful virtues than fplendid ones ; and fatis.fied 
** with being good, left others their unenvied great- 
**nefs/' ^ 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

J am forry that praife beftowcd on living merit i» 
often found to injure the goodnefs it applauds. 
The charadler of the fuccefibr of George the fecond 
dcferves the warmeft panegyric ; and all who love 
their country only wi(h for a continuance of that 
fpirit, and that virtue which has hitherto appeared 
in him. Never did Monarch come to the throne at 
a more critical period ; the nation, flufhed with con- 
queft, yet tired of war ; expefting the lowed: fub- 
miilion from their humbled enemies, yet murmuring 
under the immenfe load of their taxes. One part of 
the people acquiring immenfe wealth by the conti*- 
nuance of hoflilities ; another reduced almoft ta 
bankruptcy. Befldes this, the throne was hedged 
round by ignorance and fadion, men intent only oa 
theirbwninterefts,and willing to perfuade Monarchy 
that whatever conduced to their own wifhes was di- 
reeled for the welfare of the kingdom. It was in 
this difpofttion of things, that George III. came to 
the crown. The kingdom began to divide into two 
parties; or, more properly fpeaking, the very fame 
individuals feemed to wear, at once, a face of joy 
and difcontent. They felt all the triumphs of their 
fucceiles, but juftly dreaded the confequences of ar^ 
expenfive continuence of them. The number lefsyi(5lp-^ 
ries they gained by Tea continued to keep them iii 
fpirits, and induced them to fupply the immenfe ex- 
pences of the year with chearfuinefs. During the 
whole period of the war fucceeding the execution 
of Admiral Byng, nothing could be carried on with 
more fpirit and refolution, than all our naval engage- 
ijients. In every enterprife the fuperior bravery, 
ikill, and dexterity of the Epglifh were obvious. 
Often with forces very much difproportioned, they 
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took their adverfaries (hips, and efiedually difibkd 
the enemies fd'ce by'fear 

No hiftory can furniOi examples of fuch numeroin 
flcch;^dt more aSive commander^. This deiire for 
viabry'fecmed ^^crt to diflFufe itfelf to the loweft 
officers; and th^ captiiins- of* pithraleeFS feemed'os 
much -enamoured of oonqoeft. as- With- a deitre of 
aih."*Thc Admirals, Hawke, HoWe, Bofcawen^ 
bcoMfi &c. were always vt£torious ; the CaptaiDS, 
Tyrrcl j Fofter, Gilchrift, Lockhart, arid others, 
often fought at a difadvantagq, but never without 
honouti" As an inftance of the intrepid fpirit of our 
feameii litf' this war, I* fliall mention- one adipn 
which poftA-ity,' if it were only fing^y fupportcd, 
might, look upon as incredible.' The annals of 
inankind cannol Ihew an effort' of more defperate 
courage than was exerted under the command of 
taptain Willian^ Death, commander of thd Terrible 
privateer. He had, in -the beginning of his cruize, 
made prize of a rich merchant-(hip, and with this 
was returning home to England in triumph, when 
he had the misfortune to fill in- with the Ven- 
geance privateer of St. Malo, much his ftiperior in 
force, he having but twenty- fix guns, the enemy 
thirty-fix, and a proportionable number of men. 
The TerriHe's prize was foon re-taken, and con- 
verted againft her ; but though fo unfequally matched, 
captain Death maintained a furious engagement that 
cannot be paralleled in the annals of any country* 
The French commander and his fecond were killed, 
with two thirds of his crew; but much more dreadful 
was the flaughter on board the TerVible. When 
the enemy boarded it, they only found onefiight- 
ful fcene of flaughter, filence, and defolation. Of 
two hundred men only fixtecn were found re- 
maining alive, and th^ fliip itfelf fo fhattered as 
fcarcely to be kept above water. 

Such 
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Such were the dear-bought naval -vifiories of 
France ; and fuch was the obftinacy of the Englifh, 
even when defeated, that the court of Verfailles, at 
length 5 feemed ta demand peace at any rate. To 
this requeft the Engliih were ready to accede, and 
plenipotentiaries were fent from either court to ne- 
gociate fo wifhed-for a reconciliation. France fent 
to London Mr. BuflTy, a man rather fkilled in the 
arts of negociation than the open integrity becoming 
the minifter of a great nation. England fent oVer^ 
in exchange, Mr. Stanley, to Paris. 

It feemed to be a fundamental principle in thi3 
treaty, which, however, proved inefFed^ual, that each 
country was to be confidered as poffefFors of their rc- 
fpe(Slive conquefis ; and that if any fuch were to be 
givjcn up on one fide, it was to be only in exchange for 
fuch as had been made by the other. Upon thefe 
terms it is obvious, that the Englifh were likely to 
be great gainers by a treaty, as they had taken feve- 
ral places and dominions from the French, and had 
loft only Minorca. Whether the French had a Teal . 
defire to proceed upon fuch terms i9 uncertain ; 
however, they foon gave the' Englifh miniflry fuffi* - 
cient reafons to be difTatisfied with their proceedings^ 
Mr, Pitt, who had for a long time been fuccefsful, 
actuated all the Englifh meafures, and guided their 
councils, had ever difdained that pedantry of po- 
litical refinement, of which others fo vainly boafted ; 
^e negociated therefore in a plain fimple manner; 
iiis guide, fincerity \ and his only objed, his coun- 
try's good. Several points were agreed upon between 
each nation, that gave great hopes of an accommoda« 
tion. The French agreed to give up all Canada, a 
fort upon the river Senegal in Africa, and to reftore 
Minorca. The chief objeSs in debate tirere, the 
privilege they claimed of continuing to fifb upon 'the 
Banks of Newfoundland, and of having thedamages re- 
paired which they fuflained by the l^kvv\^0^^\t (lakj^- 
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ping before a declaration of wan Thefe two points 
were warmly negociated on either (ide, not without 
hopes of fpeedy adjuftment, when, unexpedtedly^ the 
whole treaty was, 4t once, fet afide by the interpofi- 
tion of the opanifli minifler, whodefired to have the 
intcrefts of Spain alfo included in the treaty. Mr. 
Pitt very juftly confidcred, that as Spain had no part 
in the war, fo it was impertinent in that power to 
intermeddle in a treaty of peace ; aAd he regarded 
thisrinterpofition in its true light, namely, that of a 
confederacy between France and Spain mutually to 
fupport each other's intereft. Confident therefore of 
his own integrity, and, perhaps, alfo too much elated 
by popular applaufe, he began to treat the French, 
negotiator with a great fhare of haughtinefs, of which 
he complained to his court at home; and he was 
foon recalled. 

This conduct of Mr. Pitt might have juflly in- 
curred reproach, had he had no private intimationa 
of a fecret alliance between France and Spain. The 
Jaft named power had actually entered in:o a family 
compacSl with France, by which they engaged to car- 
ry on a war in conjunflion. Of all this the Englifli 
fecretary had been previoufly apprized, and propofed 
in the privy council to anticipate the dedgns of Spain 
by an immediate declaration of war againft her. Vi- 
gour, difpatch, and refolution, characterized all the 
plans of this minifter ; be found, however, in the 
privy council, men who were willing to aS with more 
deliberation, and who defir'ed a certainty of offence 
before they demanded a reparation. Spain, they faid, 
has yet given no certain proofs of their hoftile inten- 
tions ; and the Englifli minifter at the court of Ma- 
drid ftill continues to afliire us of their pacific difpo- 
fition. Thek remonftrances were anfwered by the 
fecretary, but without producing the defired convic- 
tion ; feeing himfelf therefore almoll Angular iu his 

o^iuion^ 
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opinion, he was rcfolved to leave an aflcmbly where 
he knew himfelf maligned; and threw up the di- 
rection of meafures, which, to ufe his own cxprcf- 
fion, he was no longer allowed to guide. The 
council wasy at that time, divided between twa^ 
parties, who were both equally pleafed at his refig- 
nation. One part coniifted of thofe who were at the 
head of affairs during the preceding reign; the other 
fuch as had been taken into favour in this ; neither 
were difpleafed at the removal of a man whofe po- 
pularity threwr them into the fhade, and whofe ve- 
hemence controlled their moderation. But this po- 
pular minifter's being removed, did not reftore una*- 
nimity to the council. The parts which were held 
together by his prefence, were now difunited and a 
diilcntion began, which ftill continues to fubAft. 

The declaration of war with Spain, foon after, 
{hewed how well-grounded Mr. Pitt's meafures were, 
when he propofed a former rupture. However, the 
union of France and Spain, and the difunion of our 
own miniftry at home, did not feem to retard the 
progrefs of our arms. The ifland of Martinico was 
conquered by Admiral Rodney and General Monck- 
ton ; the ifland of St. Lucia furrendered foon after 
to Captain Harvey ; Granada was taken by Briga- 
dier Walfh ; and all the neutral iflands fubmitted to 
the Englifli dominion. But a bolder blow was ftruck 
againft the Spaniards ; a powerful fleet, and an army 
of fifteen thoufand men, was fent againft the Havan- 
xKih, the key of all their pofleflions in South Ame- 
rica. It made a noble refiftance ; but in the end 
was taken. And now the enemies of Great Britain 
were humbled on every fide ; the French left with- 
out trade or (hipping ; the fource of Spanilh oppu* 
lence interrupted \ nothing remained for them, but 
ta afk for peace, upon fuch terms as we were pleafed 
to grant. A iiegociation was accordingly once more 
hcg\^ii h^iyit^vi the three pov^^t^^\>^ \)cv^\vc«.\h^'^v^^ 
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of the King of Sardinia's Ambaflkdor ; the Duke 
of Bedford was fent over to Paris, and the Duke 
De Nivernois came to London ; and, at feneth, the 
definitive treaj^ vi^as figned at Paris by the Duke of 
Bedford, the Duke De Praflin, and the Marquis De 
Grimaldi, and arived in London February 19, 1763. 
In order to purchafe peace the French gave up all 
Canada, their right to the neutral iflands, the fort of 
^ Senegal, and their privilege of filbing on the coafts of 
Newfoundland and the gulph of St^ Lawrence, but 
at a certain diftance from uiore. Spain alfo gave up, 
^ t>n her part, the extenfive country of Florida ; fo 
^' '.'. that the £ngliOi empire was thus greatly enlarged ; 
V and, if we compute its ftrength by the quantity of 
land included in its dominions-, it can now boaft 
more power than even the great Roman empire. 

But no country fliould builci upon remote ilrength; 
true power muft always fubdft at home. When the 
branches of a large empire become more powerful 
than the original ftem, inflead of ailifting it's growth, 
they only overload and cxhauft its nourifliment. The 
difcontents, therefore, which many have exprefled at 
the conclufion of the late peace, that we did not in- 
fift upon harder terms, and increafe our poffefTions, 
were ill founded, fince it is probable we are already 
pofTeiTed of more than government can manage. 
There is ever a certain extent of empire which po*- 
litics are able to wield j beyond this her magnifi- 
cence is but empty pomp, and her iize but fickly cori> 
pulence. 
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